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Hebrew Consonants (1.1)

g 7 F ] 4 3 2 1
=T 1 T
ck S R T e e BN IO SR O RIS
Chet Zayin “ay Hey Dalet Gimmel EBet Aleph
7o 60 a0 40 30 20 10 9
/2N - I - S - T~ T B L .
Ayin Samekh Mun herm Lamed Kaf Yod Tet
400 300 200 100 90 g0
Tav Shin Resh Cof Tsade Pey

Writing Hebrew words in the English alphabet is called "transliteration" and is as
much an art as a science. For Hebrew consonants, the following transliteration
scheme will be used:

Letter Pronounced Transliteration Letter Pronounced Transliteration
™ silent letter T [or none) th 1 as in look 1
= b as in oy b (= m as in mom m
= Mo dof v as in vine ki o sofit form
b g as in girl =4 ! M as i now n
a T sofif form
— -
i d asin door d et s as in son ]
I h as in hay h :I.:r silent letter * [or none)
g v as in vine W 5 P as it park ]
-
- ph as in phone phrf
- sofif form
T = as in zebra = - t5 as in nuts ts (ot g)
-
I sofif form
- ch as in Bach ch (o b F‘ q a5 in queen o Cor K)
iﬁ t as i1 tme t [or ) T as i rain t
N ¥ as in yes W r) sh as in shy sh(or &)
r = as in sun 3 (ors)
: k as in Kite k I—| tas in tall t
L
- no dof: eh as in bhach jne g
~-T
A sofif form




Hebrew Consonants — Final Forms (1.2)

"sofit" (pronounced "so-feet") forms. Fortunately, the five

letters sound the same as their non-sofit cousins, so you do not

have to learn any new sounds (or transliterations); however,

you will need to be able to recognize these letters at the end of  Tsade Sofit
a word.

Five Hebrew letters are formed differently when they appear as
the last letter of a word. These forms are sometimes called P WN

The five sofit letters are as follows (click for review):

400 goo oo GO0 500
Tsade Fey Mun hlerm Khaf

Notes:

e If you have already studied Section 1.1, you already know how to
write these letters. The letter Khaf Sofit, for example, is simply the
letter Khaf with an altered shape. The shape of the letter does not
affect the way the letter is pronounced.

e These letters originally served a punctuation purpose, indicating, for
instance, the end of a sentence or a pause in the reading.

e An acronym for remembering these letters is "KHeMNiFaTS.”

e Remember: Sofit letters appear at the end of a Hebrew word. The

changing of the letter's form does not change its pronunciation, only
the way the letter appears.


http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Aleph-Bet/aleph-bet.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Aleph-Bet/Kaf/kaf.html

The Sofit Letters: Summary

Book Print | Name Block | Cursive | Pranaunced Transliteration
D |kt | 3| D |kesmki :
. Khaf J | 0 |nedofchasmbach| g
T T 7 |eflform
| Mem A | N |masnmom f
0 O | 0 |softfom
b | N 1 | ) |nasinnow 1
I ] || aaft form
B | Py 9 | @ |painpak D
D Fey 9 | ¢ |phasinphone ph/f
i 11 F | sfiform
S Tate | X | I3 |tsasinmts ts (or 8)
r [ | ¥ | afit form




Hebrew Consonants — Similar Letters (1.3)

When you are first learning the Hebrew alphabet, some letters may appear similar to one
another, while other letters sound the same. The most readily confused are listed below.
Take heart, however: Once you have mastered the alphabet and begun to read Hebrew,
these letters will present little difficulty for you.

Similar-Looking Letters

In modern Hebrew orthography, the following letters look somewhat similar:

n =

Gimmel MNun

Gimmel has a "foot"
whereas Nun does not.

—-l —

Vav  NunSofit Zayin

Zayin's first stroke extends to
the right of the vertical stroke,

whereas Vav is a single stroke.

Nun sofit looks like an extra
long Vav.

o 110

Hey Chet Tav

Hey has a "window" at the
top, whereas Chet does not;
Tav has a "foot" that points
left.

-

—_—
Vet Khaf

Vet's second stroke extends
to the right of the first
stroke, whereas Khaf is a

single stroke.

Khaf Sofit Dalet Resh

Dalet's first stroke extends
across its second stroke,
whereas Resh is a single stroke.
Khaf sofit looks like a Resh with
a long tail.

©

Tsade Sofit Fey Sofit
Fey Sofit loops downward,
whereas Tsade Sofit loops
upward.

‘4

Tsade ‘Ayin

Tsade's second stroke
comes from the top
right, whereas Ayin's
comes from the top
left.

DO

Mem Sofit Samekh

Samekh has a rounded
second stroke whereas
Mem sofit has a square
shape.



Similar Sounding Letters
In modern Hebrew phonetics, the following letters make similar
sounds:

N

(Both are silent)

(Both sound like v )

1 U

(Both sound like ¢h )

(Both sound like k)

(Both sound like t)

oG U
GaOJ U Y

(Both sound like %)

Note: These orthographical and phonetic differences are only difficult
for new learners of Hebrew. The same problem exists when learning
Arabic script, for example. However, once you have gained some
proficiency reading Hebrew the differences between the letters will be
obvious to you.



Hebrew Consonants — Guttural Letters (1.4)

The guttural letters Aleph, Hey, Chet, Ayin and Resh,
are created in the throat. Because of the movement of
the tongue and throat necessary to pronounce these
letters, the normal flow of speech is interrupted
whenever these gutturals are spoken.

nIN/AN L - S

Resh Ayin Chet Hey Alaph

Grammatical Peculiarities
These letters have the following peculiarities:

o They will never take a dagesh forte (strong dagesh)

 They receive a composite sheva (chateph forms) beneath them
rather than a vocal sheva (however, they can (and do) take a
sheva nach, or silent sheva).

o They prefer A-Type vowels beneath them.

o They affect the conjugation of verbs by “"weakening” the shoresh
(root) of the word.

o Aleph is pronounced more or less like a pause, as in the the
opening syllable of the word “o-clock”.

« Hey is the sound of a huff of breath.
e Chet sounds like the German “ch” as in Bach.

e Ayin is pronounced in the back of the throat -- almost as if you
were clearing your throat.

o Resh is also pronounced in the back of the throat, lower down
than Ayin.


http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Aleph-Bet/Aleph/aleph.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Aleph-Bet/Hey/hey.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Aleph-Bet/Chet/chet.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Aleph-Bet/Ayin/ayin.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Aleph-Bet/Resh/resh.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_Three/Dotted_Letters/dotted_letters.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_Two/The_Sheva/the_sheva.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_Two/A-Type_Vowels/a-type_vowels.html

Hebrew Consonants — The Begedkephat Letters (1.5)

Six Hebrew letters you have studied, namely, Bet, Gimmel,
Dalet, Kaf, Pey, and Tav may appear with or without a dot
placed within them. This dot is called a “"Dagesh Kal” (or Dagesh

Lene). For example:
dagesh -|

Collectively these letters are sometimes called "Begedkephat letters" as
an acronym for the names of letters: 1 B2 2 T 2 2

If one of these six letters has a Dagesh Kal mark it will have a hard pronunciation,
otherwise it has a softer pronunciation.

However, in modern Hebrew, only three letters change their sound when there is
no dot inside: Bet, Kaf, and Pey (the other three letters are pronounced exactly the
same as their non-dotted cousins). Consequently you only need to remember to
pronounce these three letters differently when they do not have the Dagesh Kal
mark:

/9 | >/ | 3/=

Fey / Fey Kaf f Khaf Bet / %et

Notes:

e Use the acronym BaKPak to remember the three letters that change
their sound.

e If you have already studied Section 1.1, you already know these
letters and how to write them. The letter Vet, for example, is simply
the letter Bet without the dot (i.e., Dagesh Kal) inside. The presence
or the absence of the dot only affects the way you will pronounce the
word.

e Ashkenazi Jews (those Jews of Eastern European descent) tend to
pronounce the Aleph-Bet differently that Sephardic Jews (those Jews
of Spain, Northern Africa, and Israel). For example, Ashkenazi
pronunciation of Tav - without the Dagesh Kal - is pronounced as a
"s" sound. In this book we will use the Sephardic pronunciation since
it is the one used in the land of Israel.

e Remember: Only three letters change their sound when there is a
dot inside: the other three Begedkephat letters are pronounced
exactly the same as their non-dotted cousins:


http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Aleph-Bet/Bet/bet.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Aleph-Bet/Gimmel/gimmel.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Aleph-Bet/Dalet/dalet.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Aleph-Bet/Kaf/kaf.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Aleph-Bet/Pey/pey.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Aleph-Bet/Tav/tav.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Aleph-Bet/aleph-bet.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Aleph-Bet/Bet/bet.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Aleph-Bet/Tav/tav.html

Book Print | Hame Block | Cursive | Pronounced Transliteration
o Bet al J | basin boy b
| Vet 1 - Mo dof v as in vine v
D | Kaf 3 D | kasinkite k
b Khaf | a #a dot: ch as in bach kh
B Pey 3 o p as in park P
B Fey 3 o ph as in phone phif

Advanced Grammatical Information
The Dagesh Kal only appears in these six letters (Bet, Gimmel, Dalet, Kaf,
Pey, and Tav) and will only appear:

1. At the beginning of a word or
2. After a Sheva Nach (silent sheva)

In other words, it will only appear if it opens a syllable.

Most commentaries are of the opinion that the Dagesh Kal is different then
the Dagesh Chazak. While the Dagesh Chazak tells us of a missing letter the
Dagesh Kal does not. The Dagesh Kal is just another pronunciation of a
letter. Its purpose is to form a new sound and not to notify us of any missing
letters.

Finally, these Begedkephat letters may also have a Dagesh Chazak, though
the Dagesh Chazak will appear identical to the Dagesh Kal.

The rule of thumb is this: if the Begedkephat letter has a vowel preceding
it, the dagesh is Chazak instead of Kal.

In other words, if there is no vowel preceding it (e.g., the letter starts a
syllable or word), then the dagesh is Kal and not Chazak. This should be
clearer after you have finished

Unit 3.


http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_Three/Sheva_Nach/sheva_nach.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_Three/Dotted_Letters/dotted_letters.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_Three/unit_three.html

Hebrew Transliteration (1.6)

Writing Hebrew words in the English alphabet is called "transliteration" and

is as much an art as a science. For Hebrew consonants, the following

transliteration scheme will be used:

Letter Pronounced Transliteration Letter Pronounced Transliteration
N silent letter " [0t nione) LJJ 1as inlook 1
o) b azinho b - m as in mom m
¥

2 no dof: v as in vine ki - sofit form

J g as ingirl g J M as i now n

J T sofif form

-— -

i d az in door d ! £ as it son g

j

ml h as in hay h .U silent letter ‘ [of none)

3 ¥ ag ity Wite ki 2 P asin park 4
—
- ph as in phone phif
) sofif form

T Z as it Zebra z - ts as in nuts ts (or 5
-
I sofif form

N ch az in Bach ch ot ) F’ g as it guesn g (or K

th t az i time tiort) A T as it Pait t

A ¥ asin yes K vl sh as in shy sh(or§)
ra) g as in sun g (0r¥)

2 k as in kite k g tasintall t

- .

- ne dof ch as inhach kh Iy

=T

| sofif form

Notes:

Because people pronounce things differently, there are no “official
rules” for transliterating Hebrew letters and words into the English

alphabet. Because there are various transliteration schemes, often you
will find different transliterations (and hear different pronunciations) for
the same Hebrew word!



For example, Ashkenazi (German and eastern European)
pronunciations common in English-speaking countries often shift “a”
sounds towards “o,” turn some “t's” into “s’s,” and accent the next-to-
last syllable whereas Israelis accent the last syllable. For example,
Ashkenaz say “Shabebos” instead of "Shabebat”; "Moeshieach”
instead of “"Maeshieach”; and “Talelis” instead of “Talelit”.

Of course, Hebrew vowels marks are also transliterated using English
vowel letters
(A ETIO and U). See Section 2.9 for more information.

On this web site, transliterations will use dots to separate syllables and
the accented syllable will be shown in boldface. For example:

Hebrew Transliteration Definition

N aN ahba n Aramaic. Abba “Daddy” or “dear Father™; term
T of endearment (Mark 14:26; Rom. £:15; Gal 4:4).

Advanced Grammatical Note
(You may ignore this information if you are just learning the Aleph-Bet)

The Begedkephat letters are transliterated as indicated in the table
above, though you should be aware that the dagesh in any one of
these letters may be Chazak (strong) rather than Kal (weak). If the
dagesh is Chazak, the Begedkephat letter will be preceded by a vowel;
in other words, if the dageshed letter opens a syllable (or word), then
you can assume it is Kal, not Chazak. This will become more important
in Unit Three when discussing how to divide Hebrew words into
syllables. The Dagesh Chazak “doubles” the consonantal value whereas
the Dagesh Kal does not.


http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_Two/Transliteration/transliteration.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_Three/unit_three.html

Hebrew Numeric Values for Letters (1.7)

Hebrew letters are sometimes used to express numbers. For example, Aleph stands
for 1, Bet for 2, and so on. The following table lists numeric values for letters:

Letter | Value LE,“” Value To avoid confusion with words,
™ 1 ' 20 letters meant as numbers are
sometimes marked with geresh
gl 2 " A0 (single quote mark) if a single letter
: , is used, or gerashayim (double
J J i
3 50 quote mark) if more than one.
"= 4 o) 60 Thes? marksdrfr:\ean not a Wor<<::lI and
. o are also used for acronyms an
1 5 V 70 abbreviations:
' =y
1 6 = 80 .
. — Gerashayim Geresh
T 7 = 90 )
T |s 'F’ 100 1 1] L? I‘
D | " | 200 )
Iy Tpai
10 300 .
pr _b Gerashayim are normally placed
- 20 I 400 before the last letter in the string.
Note:
Examples: The numbers 15 and 16 are not written
as you might expect (i.e., as Yod + Hey
Letters | Walue Letters | Value and Yod + Vav, but rather as Tet + Vav
T - and Tet + Zayin) in order to avoid
N 11 2 R B P irreverently writing the sacred Name of
: God.
122 | 128 2" | s42

e

Taryag Mitzvot

According to the Talmud, 613 commandments (mitzvot) are given for the
observant Jew to obey. 248 of these are positive commands and 365 are
negative ones. The positive mitzvot are said to equal the number of parts of
the body; the negative mitzvot correspond to the number of days in the solar
year.

The number 613 is sometimes referred to as



“taryag,” and the complete set of
" , commandments is referred to as “taryag
mitzvot,” or the 613 commandments.

3 10 200 400

The Hebrew Year

The Hebrew year begins on Rosh HaShanah (which occurs on the Gregorian
calendar in September / October). When a Hebrew year is written using
letters, you simply add the values of the letters. Often the year is written with
an implied addition of 5,000. So, for example, the year 5763 is written as 763
rather than 5763. Sometimes a prefix with a geresh is used (Hey-geresh) and
then the number to indicate an implied 5000 for the date:

Letters Value
h el 763

10UN T | ses

The year number on the Jewish calendar represents the number of years
since creation, calculated by adding up the ages of people in the Tanakh
back to the time of creation. To calculate the Jewish Year from our
Gregorian calendar, you subtract 1,280 and then add 5,000. For example, if
the year is 2004, subtract 1,280 to get 724. Then add 5,000 to obtain the
Jewish year of 5724. Note that this works only up to Rosh HaShanah of the
current Gregoraian calendar: after Rosh HaShanah, add one more year:

n"oz*n ln

5 Ei] 3II]I] 4II]I] 5I]i]l]
Year (5)765
Sofit Letters / Numbers

Although not often used, the Hebrew sofit letters are also assighed numeric
values:

Letter Value Letter ralue
ter
. |00 ' | so0
! — R
[ 600 | 200
T |00




Lamed-Vav Tsaddikim
Thirty six hidden saints believed to keep God from destroying the world on
account of their virtue and faith. Note the use of the gerashayim in this word:

o 5

Gematria

Gematria is a method of interpretation that involves calculating numerical
values to words and names, and looking for correspondences between words
which have the same value. This method is often used in mystical
interpretations of the Scripture. Think Bible codes.

NTRiN

Hebrew Ancient Pictograms (1.8)

Like other ancient writing systems, the Hebrew alphabet originally was written using
a pictographic script. Later, the pictograms evolved into a Hebrew script (sometimes
called Paleo-Hebrew) that strongly resembled the ancient Phoenician alphabet. This
was the Hebrew (ketav Ivri) used by the Jewish nation up to the Babylonian Exile
(or, according to Orthodox Jews, until the Exodus from Egypt). Examples can be
found on coins and clay fragments (called ostraca). Today, both the Torah and
newspapers use modernized renditions of the Aramaic-style script, though everyday
correspondence is written using Hebrew cursive.

Warning: The numeric values (and ancient pictographs) are sometimes used to infer
“deeper” meanings from certain Hebrew words found in the Scriptures. While this
technique may occasionally offer some interesting insights, it is to be avoided as an
exegetical principle since it can lead to speculations and doubtful interpretations. For
honest interpretation, the rule of thumb is to first master the p’shat (plain historical
meaning) before moving on to other “levels” of the Scriptures.


http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_Eight/Hebrew_Gematria/hebrew_gematria.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/History/history.html

Name | Pictograph | Heaning Name | Pictograph | Heaning

d Staff { goad { control !

Aleph b./ 0x ! strength {leader || Lamed -

Bet House { “In” Hem Yifater { chaos

Gimmel Foot { camel  pride || Nun Seed !fish ! activity ! life

Hand on staff { support |
prop

Dalet Tent door { pathway (| Samekh

Hey Lo! Behold! “The™ || Ayin Eye Ito see { experience

Nail { peq { add |

L1
L
o™
%
Vay Y |
-
oI
®
-

MA
%
D
Pey <= | Houth{word { speak
O
_B_
0
L
.1.

: Plow fweapon { cut Man on side ! desire !
Zayin off Tsade need
Tent wall {fence { . .
Chet separation (of Sun on honzon { behind
Tot Basket tsnake ! |l poeh Head ! person #first
surmound
Yod Arm and hand {work
0 ! deed Shin Eat  consume { destroy
Paim of hand {to
Kaf l!!J open Tav Mark ! sign { covenant

The schema above is sometimes used to infer hidden meanings of
Biblical terms. Generally, the process is one of simple substitution,
where the ancient pictographic symbol is substituted for some
Ashri text (modern book text). For example:

Ancient Hebrew Hodem Hebrew

Pictograph | Heaning Hebrew | Heaning
' Marne for God; “Strength.”
‘ ,
(./ bJ Strong Leader h"\ Used 250 imes in the Tanakh

1 b_/ Strengih of the) || AN | Fatrer

house




The Complete Hebrew Aleph-Bet (1.9)

Book Print | Name Block | Cursive | Pronounced Transliteration
N Aleph X IC | silent letter " {or none)
o Bet a 2 | basin boy b
| Vet | 2| so dot: v as in vine V
J Gimmel | 2 L g as in girl Z
T | Dalet il 3 | dasin door d
) Hey il 3} | hasin hay h
7 Vav 1 | v as in vine; “consonantal wvowel” v
T Zayin T 3 Z as in zebra z
g} Chet n P | chasinBach ch (or h)
Fla] Tet (B G | tasintime t {or 1)
A Yod ! ? v as ih yes, “consonantal vowel” i
D | Kaf 3 D | kasinkite Ik
b Khaf | ) #e dot: ch as 1n bach Ik
-I 7 A safit farm
5 | Lamed | 7 § | lasinlook 1
i Mem A N | mas in mom m
0 O 0| sofit form
J Nun ] J n as in now n
T ] | sofit form
o) Samekh | 7 0O |sasinson 5
bt} ‘Byin \ & | silent letter * (or none)
B Pey a @ | pasin park "

B Fey 3 ' | phas in phone phif
4 9 § sofit form

3 Tsade X 3 | ts asin nuts ts (or g)
Y 1 ¥ sofit form

P Qof [? 1 q as in queen q (or k)
B Resh L ") | rasin rain r

4a Shin W e sh as in shy sh (or §)
i Sin |.LI" €. |sasinsun s (ors)
g Tav L N | tas in tall t




Unit One Summary - (1.10)

Printer-Friendly Version 7=
The least you should know...

After having studied Unit One, you should have mastered the following material:
The Hebrew Character Set

Print Letters

doo a0 | 200 (oo a0 | &) [Foleo [0 [d0 [ (20|10 s | & |7 |6 [ &[4 3 ]2 |1 |Humber
oL F’ 2 Ljoprn '7 il \ T4 (3| N |Leter
n 2 3 BEEREE! Dagesh
.l.t q 'I; 0 -E Sofit
togsih] v [k ts jphip] " | s [n{m [ [kh& y | tjch)z[w |[h|d]g]|wh] " |Trans
Script Letters
e 3|2 |80 N0 S]] 3|L|2]IC Letier
P 2] | D Dagesh
¥ BEE Sofit
tlafsh]r Jok|tsphp) " s nm] L |khk]ly | t]ch]z v ]|h|]d]g]|wh] " |[Trans.

Sofit Letters (Final Forms)
Five Hebrew letters are formed differently when they appear as the last letter
of a word. The form of the letter does not affect the way it is pronounced:

TA1E

Note that an acronym to help you remember these letters is "KHeMNiFaTS.”

Guttural Letters
The guttural letters are created in the throat. They affect the conjugation of
verbs by “weakening” the shoresh (root) of the word:

AU AN

Begedkephat Letters
Six Hebrew letters may appear with or without Dagesh Kal (or Dagesh Lene).
The presence of a Dagesh Kal affects pronunciation only:

nBDTaa


http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Unit_One_Summary/Printer_Version/printer_version.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Unit_One_Summary/Printer_Version/printer_version.html

Shin / Sin

In some grammars, Shin and Sin are sometimes construed as two different
letters. For our purposes, consider them variants of the same letterform but
each having a distinct phonetic value (“sh” and “s”, respectively):

NTEET1]
L L

Aleph-Bet Recitation
Practice reciting the letters of the Hebrew alphabet:

Numeric Values

Hebrew letters are sometimes used to express numbers. For example, Aleph
stands for 1, Bet for 2, and so on. When used as numbers, letters are marked
with geresh (single quote mark) if a single letter is used, or gerashayim
(double quote mark) if more than one. For example, you should understand
that the following represents the number 22:

'
and that the following number represents (5)763:

roun



Common Grammatical Functions of the Hebrew Letters (1.11)

Four grammatical categories of letters can be made of the twenty two consonants
of the Hebrew Aleph-Bet:

Root letter only

Prefix letter (or root letter)

Suffix letter (or prefix letter or root letter)

Infix letter (or suffix letter, prefix letter, or root letter)

PN

Category One: Root Letter Only

Though all letters of the Hebrew alphabet can be used to form the shoresh or root of a word, 12 letters
(indicated in the table below as shaded items) can ONLY be used as root letters:

J'|i:-‘:"IFEEL*D:.*:"'):‘E!“.?'I.'I'I:]NLeﬁer
m ) o 7|3|2| |Dagesh
|_| T,E -( Sifit

Example:

L”;’:-"? Fey, Sin, and Tet are the root letters (the Lamed at the beginning is a prefix
letter).

Category Two: Root Letter OR Prefix

The four highlighted letters can serve two functions: they may be either a root
letter (see above) or they may be a prefix before the first letter of a root letter:

EER B EEE R ERE kBRI RERREE
n 2 3 7/3{3| | Dagesh
'] HE| |7 Sofi

Prefix Letters


http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Aleph-Bet/aleph-bet.html

Prefix Meanings:

]

[ il
i with
to 4 for (also: infinitive)

-

= -ru

o fhat fihich

Category Three: Prefix OR Suffix

The five green-highlighted letters can serve two functions: they may be either a
root letter (see above) or they may be either prefix before the first letter of a root
letter or a suffix:

PR ENENE R EEE R A R R AR R S
N 2 2 312 | |Dagesh
N HE| ] St

Prefix or Suffix Letters

Prefix/Suffix Meanings:

i1 | the (pf); pronomial ending

= | like fas (pf); pronomial ending

i | from (pf); masc. pl. st

werbal prefis; we sf,

| you will; you did

Category Four: Prefix OR Suffix OR Infix

Vav and Yod are undoubtedly the most flexible letters of the Hebrew Aleph-Bet,
functioning as root letters, prefixes, suffixes, and infixes.

nffnp::ro::B:*mrnnw;:xmw
M 2 b 7)3|2| |Dagesh
1A 18 [T St

Vav and Yod

1 | prefix or suffix ar infix

Y| prefin or suffic ar infix




Unit One Exercises - (1.12)
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Reviewing the Hebrew Consonants

Writing Practice Grid

1. Practice writing the letters in both block text and cursive:

o
t t 1=
- = b= b= o = B
I = = m TR | 7] w
= = oo w & o e w
bl b m . — = g . =W .m .m =
£ 53 % ; g 523 5 5 v & 8 835 % 4 B
g 5 &8 2 &£ 0 & 2 S 2 F F 2 AF F s eS8 2 =
SR N N AU
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
T o o Y e U [ N U Uy [ [ U U Y U Y e |
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
IIJIIJIIJIII“II“IIﬂIIﬂIIﬂIIﬂllﬂlIﬂll4IIHIIJIIJIIJIIJIIJIIJIIIHIIﬂlljllﬂllﬂllﬂllﬂlli
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
AT T T Ty T Y """ " rYr-"r-T-TTrTTT-CTCTTCTTACTTATCTTAaTTAaTTeTTESTTESTESSSTEESTATTATT"PPTT"PrPT"TT=""=1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
T o o Y e U [ N U Uy [ [ U U Y U Y e |
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
SRS D PR PN NN AN I IS IV ERNNRY SRV RN SN S I N DN DN U NV A AR SN NN SR NN RN
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
AT T T Ty T Y """ " rYr-"r-T-TTrTTT-CTCTTCTTACTTATCTTAaTTAaTTeTTESTTESTESSSTEESTATTATT"PPTT"PrPT"TT=""=1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
B e e it et il el il it sl el i Tl Tl B B e e R e R el el el e i i |
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
SRS D PR PN NN AN I IS IV ERNNRY SRV RN SN S I N DN DN U NV A AR SN NN SR NN RN
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
AT T T Ty T Y """ " rYr-"r-T-TTrTTT-CTCTTCTTACTTATCTTAaTTAaTTeTTESTTESTESSSTEESTATTATT"PPTT"PrPT"TT=""=1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
B e e it et il el il it sl el i Tl Tl B B e e R e R el el el e i i |
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
SRS D PR PN NN AN I IS IV ERNNRY SRV RN SN S I N DN DN U NV A AR SN NN SR NN RN
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
iy e e Rt i B B e B D B I e ey Eein (e Hn e R A et S R B R R R |
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
B e e it et il el il it sl el i Tl Tl B B e e R e R el el el e i i |
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
L L L e Y o |
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
iy e e Rt i B B e B D B I e ey Eein (e Hn e R A et S R B R R R |
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
—_———m e —_— - --—-----F--F--t+--t--4--4-=-4-=-—4 - - ——_—_——_—_——-— -_-—-—--F---F=-=-F=-=-%+--1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
RSN [ [N DU (I L I Lt [ [ [ [ [ U ) ) - L __L L__
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

The Complete Hebrew Alphabet

2. Completely fill in the alphabet table you have studied:


http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Exercises/Printer_Version/printer_version.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Exercises/Printer_Version/printer_version.html

g
2

Name Block Cursive Pronounced Transliteration

o0 || e || | | | 1 |22

JeJ =k IJUW| g Jd-—— O JgJulY

Hebrew Transliterations

3. Transliterate Hebrew letters into English.

Note: Read each Hebrew word from right to left, but write the transliterations from left to
right. Say the name of each letter out loud as you write.



S b o S = b A = B 0 - R
My omn owhtn e oven 2
TND DD 3 M pen 3

§IIC FIC |IPN F5IC F10 4

Note: The following lines are all from the Tanakh:

N1 "IN DR XY TTIZ?N'I 1Y IR a
T AR 117 ONRNRe uny b
“["TI‘?N 1 IR NAANY e



Vowels

Hebrew Nikkudot -

Hebrew Vowel Transliteration Table

Writing Hebrew words in the English alphabet is called "transliteration” and is as much an
art as a science. For Hebrew vowels, the following transliteration scheme will be used:

Mark Name Sound | Trans. Mark Name Sound | Trans.
35 (Jamets “al” a N Chireq “eg” i
3_{ Patach ah a .'3_{ Chireqg Yod “pg” i
a_{: C;ﬁiih “ah” a N Cholem “oh” 0

ms (Qamets Hey | “ah” ah ;55 Chateph Qamets | “oh” 0
;‘; Tsere “e” | eile §5 SE;; “ob” 0
N Segol e e W Cholern Vav | “ob” | o
R Chateph Begol | “&” e tﬁ Qibbuts “oo” it
-'35 Tsere Yod “ef” el ™ Shureq “on” u
"N Segol Yod | “ey” ey N Sheva’ “e” el’

Hebrew Diphthongs
For Hebrew diphthongs (combined sounds), the following transliteration scheme

will be used:

"KW OROR TR

ai ai aiy oy uy av




2190 Unit Two Summary
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The Least you should know...
After studying Unit Two, vou should have mastered the following material:

Hebrew Nikkudot (by type)
We can classify the Hebrew vowels according to the basic sound they makese
(A, E, I, O, and ). The following table summarizes the vowel types:

Shewva LI-Type Q-Type I-Type E-Type A-Type
| S U v o SR
UL | 5 LI [ S L L S LI UL [ =] L UL [ S L [ Class
i Ll Ll o e o o i i 2y ai = =] i ah 2 a a | Trans.

Vowel Types

Each type of vowel (&, E, I, O, and W) can function as a long vowel (L), a short vowel (S), a
reduced vowel (R), or an unchangeably long vowel (LUL). (Mote: Some grammars
transliterate each of the same-type vowels differently (e.g., "a” with a bar over it for
Qamets, "a” with a circumflex over it for a Patach, and so on); since our goal is to read
the Hebrew text - not to conwvert the Hebrew into English characters, I simplified the
transliteration scheme accordingly.)

Long wvowels can change to other, shorter sounds in a given word. For example, a Qamets
can be shortened to a Patach when certain changes are made to the word’'s morphology.
FReduced vowels only appear under guttural letters and replace the function of the vocal
shewva for those letters. Grammatically, chateph forms behawve just like the shewva.

Hebrew Nikkudot (by class)
An alternate way of classifying the vowels is according to their class (Long, Short,
Reduced, or Unchangeably Long). The following table summarizes the vowel classes:

Unchangeahly Long Reduced Short Lonig
(I e e - I O O 1 I O O | O
H - - T T EES I e e S - | =7

UL L UL [ o E - L o | E A L ] | E Type
3 u ey ei ah “ = @ u [u] i =] a u o i ei a | Trans.

Mote that there are no reduced forms for the I or U type vowels and that unchangeably long
vowels are always "mixed vowels™ or “full vowels.™

The Shewva

This nikkud mark is the toughest for the beginner to get right. And with good reason: it's
somewhat more difficult than the other vowel marks.

The wvocal sheva (sheva na, or moving sheva) represents the sound of a letter without a vowel.
When it opens a syllable it sounds almost as if vou were trying to pronounce the letter by itself
(usually I will transliterate a vocal shewva with an "e” (or sometimes with an apostrophe); we will
not transliterate the silent sheva (shewva nach, or resting shewva) at all. A sheva at the end of a
word is always considered silent.

There are four cases when the Sheva is wocal (n3):

1. When it begins a word {or syllable)

2. When it is the second of two shewvas in a row

3. When it appears under a letter with a Dagesh Forte
4. When it follows a svyllable that contains a long vowel.

Correlatively, there are four cases when the Shewva is silent (nach):

1. When it ends a word (or syllable)

2. When it is the first of two shevas in a row

2. When it closes a syllable

4. When it follows a svyllable that contains a short vowel.

Some grammars do not treat the vocal sheva as a separate syllable, but include its sound with
the following syllable {(as a sort of slurred vocalization before the next syllable). Normally T will
treat the vocal shewva as a separate syllable in transliterations (using either an apostrophe

character or an “e™).



Hebrew for Christians
The Complete Hebrew Vowel List

Mark Name Sound Hebrew Trans. Class Type
1‘5 Qamets “a" as m aqua }’?2|_ a Leng
N Fatach “a” as m aqua iy a Short
A-Type
_T Chateph Patach “a" as 1 aqua r'-UEI ﬂ:? a Feducad
:;__ Qamets Hay “a" as m aqua N-| 'i"r_:lE' ah Leng
E Tza1e “a" as i thewv b 2 Leng
N Segol “a™ a5 in they :’;J? 2 Short
H Chateph Sagol “a" as m thev hf.u: "_Iw:'U 2 Feducad E-Type
™ Tsere Yod “e1” as mn eight mbk - el Long
‘N Segol Tod “ay” as in obey T ‘-z‘:: - BV Leng
M Chirag N 2s m = i Short
- machine K ow -
p— - I-Type
‘!;_{ Chireq Yed boasim T |-|'--'-|."'-r i Leng
machine J
S Cholem “o” as in yellow O |-_.--|I_| o Long
by Chateph Qamets | “o” as in yellow 'i" ’:lE ‘_|:|':| o Feducad
- - O-Type
5 Qamets G . -
> Chatuph o as in yellow | ,,_*-',:r }«‘.___E o Short
;H Chelem Vav “o" as i yellow 1] C I7-|I_l o Leng
{‘: Qubbuts “u” as i blue }«"Dll i Short
_ : U-Type
. e
™ Shureq “u" as m blue P-l-“- u Leng
M s Foeal: short “a™ pok . (voeal)
:‘:\ Sheva Silenr: no sound K.—lh h Short

Combined Sounds

'1;_.{ '\;S ﬁ;s '1"]N '1-|N "-Iwis

ai ai sy oy ‘uy av

flangl  flongl  (lewgl  (longl flong! flong)

Hebrew Diphthongs

A diphthong is a cluster or combination of vowels acting as a unit and producing a unigue sound.
From the point of view of word division, a diphthong represents a distinct syllable in Hebrew.
Mote also that diphthongs are considered long vowels.



Simple A-Type vVowels

This first vowel group vou will learn is sometimes called the "A-type”™ because it Indicates a
ah™ sound (as iNn "yacht™ or "Taqua™) when combined with a letter. The “"simple”™ aA-type
wowels hawe the following pattern:

any letter

Mote that the "X refers to any Hebrew letter (for example Aleph, Bet, and so on) and
the rectangular box below the letter refers to a one the following types of vow el
marks (rigk&ordiira ) s

WVowel Mark Wowel Name Soumnd Trans. Class
$ armne ts “a” as in acgua EY Tongs
r_: Fatach “a” as in agqua a Zhort
o “haterph Fatach “a” as in agua = Feduced
MNotes:

& Aalthough these vowel marks look different, they all represent an "ah™ sound.
= Mote which vowesl s long (DQamsts) and which are short (Patach, Chateph Patach).
= The Chateph Patach is somestimes called a "half vowes=l" and is the shortest of all

wowels: it can orfyy appear under the guttural letters (and is usually part of the
following svllable).

Basic Syllables

& swllable is callaed Topen™ when it does & swyllable is called "closed™ when it ends
mnot end with a "stopping”™ sound: with a "stopping™ sowund:
1 N
g o we LS
ce a->7 “rrmiac’
2 2
—_— A

P -
@ )

O pen Syllables:

Cetcly

Closed Syllables:

Ty e oo ow ar a1 713 o

rawr frat tas shar char dagz =Zacd mat

Full A-Type Vowel

In addition to the three simple A-type vowels vou hawve studied, there is a “full-vowel™
wariation that yvou should be aware of: Qamets canmn hawve a silent Hey following it
Ethe Hey, a mater, i1s not pronounced but is considered part of the vawel):

ﬂ any letter

Mote that the "X7 refers to any Hebrew letter (for example aleph, Bet, Gimme=l, and so on)
and the rectangular box below the letter refers to a vowel mark location. When the letcar
Hey follows a letter with a Qamets aor Patach, it functions mnot as a consonant, but as a

vow el letter. This is called a "consonantal vowe

and the result is called a "mixed”™ or “full™

wowe el
Wowel Wowel Name Sound Trans. Class
et Tramets Hew “a’ as in mqua ah Tong
T
Motes:

& This vowel also represents an "ah”™ sound.
This vowel normally marks the end of a waord.

e If there is a dot inside of the following Hew, it is considered a consonant and not
part of the full vowel (the dotbked Hevw is called a mappiq)l.

& This vowel is always considered a long vowel.



Examples:

Y TIRT n e

shanah la-makh cha-wah

Practice Readings

Two spllables:
wY Aoy

sha “ar shalach

Three spilables:
™M
L

wraya-shav

Ao

ha a-chat

Flowr spiiables:
nno%n

ha-tsala-chat

at-tak

nan

rab-bat ()

773

bara ‘av

Az

batsaratah

oy

“arzah

10

cha-wrah

Swra

ma-“al

Ny

da-“at

B I

ha-"a-dam

TIATIR

ha "a damah

PR

ha-racha mah

= The dot {(dagesh) in the Bet indicates a "doubling™ of the letter, causing the previous

syllable to be closed (dagesh chazak).

Quick Suwurmymary:

N

k2
Oamets
=
(Ion gl

Patach
{5.’5?‘:}

souncl

Chateph Patach
(5.’5?‘:}

fa” as in aqua

e

Oamets Hey
af
(Tema gl




Hebrew Vowels -
Simple E-Type Vowels

The next vowel group yvou will learn is sometimes called the "E-type™ because it indicates
an "e” sound (as in "red” or Teight™) when combined with a letter. The "simple™ E-type
vowels have the following pattern:

C— -—

any letter

- - e
- - -

MNote that the "X refers to any Hebrew letter (for example Aleph, Bet, and so on)
and the rectangular box below the letter refers to a one the following types of
vowel marks (nikkudim):

Vowel Mark WYowel Name Sound Trans. Class
Tzere El,, as i eight eif e Long
"~ as i they
E Zegol o, 2E they =] Zhort
- 27 as in red
™ Chateph Segol “e” az inred =] Feduced

Motes:

e Although these vowel marks look different, they all represent an “e”sound.
e MNote which vowel is long (Tsere) and which are short (Segol, Chateph Segol).

e The Chateph Segol is sometimes called a "half vowel™ and is the shortest of all
vowels: It can onfy appear under the guttural letters.

e There is a slight difference in pronunciation between Tsere and Segol (Tsere has a
longer "e™ (as in they) sound, whereas Segol has a slightly shorter sound).

Basic Syllables

A syllable is called "open™ when it does
‘stopping”™ sound:

!

not end with a

Frd

2
e <«
L) ¢

[etc)

Closed Syllables:

Ty

Q7

hem

nR

et

Full E-Type Vowel
In addition to the three simple E-type vowels, there are two variations that vou

should be aware of: Both Tsere and Segol may have a Yod immediately following it
(the ¥Yod then functions not as a consonant, but as a vowel letter):

a2e

w'ﬂ

wesh

with a "stopping”™ sound:

ben

be

chen

A syllable is called "closed”™ when it ends

zhem



The "X refers to any Hebrew letter (for example Aleph, Bet, and so on) and the
rectangular box below the letter raefers to a vowel mark location. When the lettaer
Yod follows a letter with a Tsere or Segol, it functions not as a consonant, but as a

wowel letter. This is called a

Tconsonantal vowel” and the result is called a full™

woww el
Vowel Mark Wowel Name Sound Trans. Class
"N Tsere Tod “ei” as in eight ei Long
q;_'; Segol Tod “ey” as in obew =574 Long

Practice Readings

Onre syifable:

2% o

[y |

lew hen khen hem
S N
shem et et el

Two syilables:

13y R N

“e-rial che-ma e-met
oy Swm b
che sed me -“al "eled

Three syflables:

5ot

e "akhel

aEnS

le-chatser

AR

le-“a-zref

D=T=IRS

"ed-dad dem he‘arel

Quick Surrvrmrary Card

2

he-ha shew

Sown

S

L2k

“e-tiash

N3

wetse

e

“eka-wed

n>%%

la-le-khet

oW

shem

meh

T1oN

“e-laly

Smnm

he-chel

L

wasre fet me

DYy

sheshamem

s

¥

[
L=T-55% et

L

Te-tmar

=L+ nl

ha shem

jgRe

Te-rets

E‘r’"lEN

"e-ga-desh

2

Tsere Seqgol
el e &
(T (5 Famrtd

Tong:

N

Chateph Segol

=3
(sFacax)

o

N

Tsere Yod
=

(T gl

sound: “e” as in red
as in thesr

"™
Seqgol Yod
ayr
(Tem )

More Practice

Pages HNHEW:

Transfiteration Practice:

vord Transliteration viord Transliteration
Nl (e arthn ‘erets o (rname

ars r? (hreach 5 ™ (Gad

whad (51 a r7 Cheart)

h?;;&' (et ‘l"’; (hetweer




2.4 |-Type Yowels
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Hebrew Vowels -
Simple I-Type Vowels

The next vowel group you will learn is called the "I-type” because it indicates an
"ea” sound (35 in "siesta” or "green”™) when combined with a letter. The I-type vowels

have the following pattern:

7 -

any letter

: Consonantal - & W
CJ—@ Vowel [ J+—@

Simple Vowel Mixed Vowel

Mote that the X" refers to any Hebrew letter (for example Aleph, Bet, and so on)
and the rectangular box below the letter refers to a one the following types of

vowel marks (nikkudim):

Vowel Mark Vowel Name Sound Trans. Class

S Chirer “ee” as in green i =Shott

.‘3 Chireq Tod “ee” as in green 1 Long
Motes:

¢ Although these vowel marks look different, they both represent an “ee”™ sound.
+ Note which vowel is short (Chiriq) and which is long (Chirig Yod).

Basic Syllables

A syllable is called "open” when it does A syllable is called "closed” when it ends
not end with a “stopping” sound: with a "stopping” sound:

1 !
2
® «

i

m!!

2

. ‘-.:I-I!’

£r




Open Syllables:

e 73 3
(etel = =
Closed Syllables:
Sea D op
il ki= kis
Practice Readings
One syflablfe:
2 whR B OR
i fish fi i
'S S + S B m i~
hi =i i pid
Two sylifables:
RN 1 "2 2R
ti-gach i gar tui-sd oi-tei
M 3y n nbu
hineh wirew titen shilach

Three / more syllables:

YT

tsiwitd

TINAN

chawvetiha

RN

chami-shah

Q7R

THi T e TE T

bR

Tei-thi-tiah

IMURTD

e re’ shit

Quick Summary Card

"3 =
i bi
e W
t=it fish
12 e
np IR
Ioit "idl
"
R
wichad

L

wayitser

a5

wila-wet

IRE

ity

pb

o1

Zir

"o

chilks- ki

o

kil kar

=N
wasip-pach

ol

i tna-wvet

0y

It

Tt

‘i

jan

it -tir

T

mi-yrad

(A

wasyiten

RAC:

ri-mi-td

N

Chireq
i
(shaat)

sound: “ee” as in green

"N

Chireq Yod
:
(T g

Transliteration Practice:

Yford Transliteration Viford Transliteration
"1 ] ] ai w0 (she)

2 { my banner) Ay (it

rr@n (wheat) "['1_"Tr (Dravid

AT (you wateh) = ¢song)




2.5 O-Type Vowels
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Hebrew Vowels -
Simple O-Type Vowels

The next vowel group vou will learn is called the "O-type” because it indicates an

“oh” sound (as in "roll” or "yellow™) when combined with a letter. The O-type vowels can
have the following vowel patterns:

: . any letter

Consonantal
Vowel

Simple Vowel

Mixved Vowel

Mote that the X" refers to any Hebrew letter (for example Aleph, Bet, and so on)

and the rectangular box below the |letter refers to a one the following types of
vowel marks (nikkudim):

Vowel Mark Vowel Hame Sound Trans. Class
N Cholem “o” az in yellow o Long
N Cholern Vav | “o” as in vellow o Long
Chateph :
QEIIIEF::S o7 as in vellow o Eeduced
Tz
QaInEts (13 n» N
}_’5 Chatuph o” as in vellow o =hort

MNotes:

+ Although these vowel marks look different, they all represent an “oh”sound.

+ By far the most common of these vowels is Cholem and Cholem Vav (i.e., Chateph

Qamets appears only under the guttural letters and Qamets Chatuph is somewhat
rare).

+ MNote that both Cholem and Cholem Vav are long vowels (Cholem is actually a

“defective spelling” of Cholem Vav), Chateph Qamets is a reduced vowel (i.e., a “half

vowel” that can only appear under the guttural letters), and Qamets Chatuph is a
short vowel.

¢ The "Qamets Chatuph” is an O-Type vowel that looks identical to the regular A-Type
Qamets vowel. When yvou see a Qamets, you must ask 1) is it in a closed syllable?
(i.e., a syllable that ends in a stopping sound) and 2) is the syllable unaccented?
(most Hebrew words are accented on the last syllable). If both conditions are met, the
Qamets is Chatuph and should be pronounced as an "o” sound.



Basic Syllables

A syllable is called "open”™ when it does
not end with a "stopping”™ sound:

' R__ 2

“mo-
Open Syllables:
12 J 13 | N
Zo g0 =1} ho ‘o

etc)
Closed Syllables:

T of

|y

593 3
hol wod O ‘oth tow
Practice Readings
One syllable:
IRE NN wWRS T B KD
tsom zot rosh od poh 1o”
AR aw S M i of
"ot shoer kol mot “of o

Two syllables:
0¥ NS ag 5ia

wo-tser la-mo wio-shew wrib-baol
T Y oW T
so-do “oero so-kho higeg1ital

Three / more syllables:
ip Nidga ag%en

bahamot ho-sowew

ko-mato
ASPa W TN
hako-lot mo-tza o to-de-kha

Quick Summary:

by
halo”
N

‘o-to

niann

cho-rawat

A syllable is called "closed”™ when it ends
with a "stopping”™ sound:

o)\

Tor

55

kol

5 Ra

kol ho’
23 TN

b} b o |

=R do-do
i "5
koli

tho-to

oY WD

“armalo ham ma-or

TR NS awin

o-de-kha

lara-zot mo-sha-vo

RES
Cholem Vav
(fomee?

Cholem
[
(Tem )
sound: “o”

N

T
Chateph Qamets
(.s.";r!}

as in yellow

N

T
Oamets Chatuph
(.shaor?}




A note about Shin / Sin and Cholem:

* » The dot of the Cholem after a Shin can look like the left-sided dot of the
w Sin; and the dot of the Cholem after a Sin may overlap with the Sin's dot.

Transliteration Practice:

viord Transliteration viord Transliteration
09 i?@? (peace) shalom NN (sigr)

5 2 (all) b (light)

N> o MW )

ot (head) o i:li:‘: (his tent)

26 U-Type Yowels

Hebrew Vowels -
Simple U-Type Vowels

The last vowel group you will learn is sometimes called the "U-type” because it indicates
an “oo” sound (as in "blue” or “clue™) when combined with a letter. U-type vowels can
hawve the following vowel patterns:

any letter =
R ] Mixed vowel
Simple Vowel Cﬂaiwéntal

Mote that the "X refers to any Hebrew letter (for example Aleph, Bet, and so on)
and the rectangular box below the letter refers to a one the following types of
vowel marks (nikkudim):

Vowel Mark Vowel Name Sound Trans. Class

}S Cibbuts “u” as in blue u Short

e Shureq “u” as in blue u Long
MNotes:

s Although these vowel marks look different, they both represent an “oo"sound.
= MNote which vowel is short (Qibbuts) and which is long (Shureq).

+ Unlike other vowels, Shureq is sometimes used to start a word.



Basic Syllables

A syllable is called "open”™ when it does
not end with a “stopping”™ sound:

§ 1

A syllable is called "closed”™ when it ends
with a "stopping”™ sound:

> 2

T kT
- c:mu_zz- “Shu‘?},
2
“on ™ Lz '..‘-:ﬂﬁ”
Open Syllables:
B b 2 13 2 RN
(etc) Zu Zu b b u 1
Closed Syllables:
N D0 mE Rl mE e = 177
ur s1us Fabtii tud Tt [=\EEL ad
Practice Readings
Qe syflable:
. % o M ooy P Op W
= Ta o chur shum 1tz oum shrr
Two syllables:

Woooyn oy 727 opl mp? e
REE-f1 chu-shatn ‘ot Ta-lad TG At hagach 1o
2w So>r iy Smain 52 . o053
sl -khal a-chi ha-chal tiawral Lttt Inalam

Three / more syllables:
wan WSz wmyr owby B M
thi- e kaala-ta u-shu-md “e-lohim sra-chi-la wra-wo-hu
1\ e Gy whr uby e
a-shn-va ta-ma -t sha-"alu e-wo-shu “ale-ra A g
Quick Summimary:
N 1
Qibbuts Shureq
(shor) sound: “u” as in blue g




Transliteration Practice:

English Hebrew Transliteration | English Hebrew Transliteration
Josegh iohy yo-seph Toh 29

Sarah i Saul bnmg

Jonah mae Cain P

Mathan [lak Daniel 5;;;":_:[

Asron TR Elijah MR

Abel San Moses s

Eli "53.? Eden 114

2.7 The Sheva

Hebrew Vowels -

Introduction to the Sheva

The sheva is a mark placed under a letter that does not have a vowel. The sheva directly
affects how to divide a Hebrew word into svyllables.

YVowel Mark HName Sound Hebrew Transliteration
Focal: short g™ wocal: e !
X SR : N : (or )
: Silent: no sound e zilent: none
Motes:

+ The Sheva may be wvocal or silent:

2 The wvocal shewva (sheva na, or moving sheva) represents the sound of a letter
without a vowel. When it opens a syllable it sounds almost as if yvou were
trying to pronounce the letter by itself. Usually we will transliterate a vocal

sheva with an "&" {or sometimes with an apostrophe).
2 The silent shewva is used to provide a stop to a svllable. We will not
transliterate the silent sheva (sheva nach, or resting shewva) at all.

+ The Hebrew guttural letters cannot take a vocal sheva but use chateph forms instead
(the Chateph forms are really a combination of the sheva with one of the other vowel
signs). Hebrew gutturals can take a silent Sheva.

+ & sheva at the end of 3 word is always considered silent.

. . any letter Opens syllable? Vocal
! . (except gutturals) Closes syllable? Silent



The vocal Sheva

There are four cases when the Sheva is vocal:

1. When it begiris a word: 2. When the second of two in a row:

H;j; Hebrewy .’@?Eﬂf; Hehrew

iR CREIEE
32 2y | [31 21 )
khah ra be tel pe rish
3. When under a Dagesh Forte letter: 4. When following a long vowel:

D-!J?DD Hebrew D";n: He ke

=N - R Da|n| >
4] £3] (2] (11 [3] £21 (11
i la Tre harm A te ko

MNote: When a Sheva is not vocal, it is silent.

Readings
Case 1: At the beginning of 8 word
TR Y anD nwRna pa Wi

H T = b

me-"od shema® ke-taw bere-shit beli ke-dosh
Case 2: Second of two in a row:

1237 Y o2%1n T TeTR

wrikh-te-wvua shiv-te-kha ragle-khem wish-me ra kod-shekha

Case 3: Under a Dagesh Forte letter:

=Nt B (- B T D P = E) s M
ham-me-latim “ameme kha ne-natte-gah vit-watstseva bam - me-la-khah
Case 4: When following a fong vowel:

7227 twa . o%%ir oo

le-wawe-kha he-tatiewi u-venayahoo zo-le lim ha-re-tah

The Shewva is also vocal when it is the first of two of the same sounding letters, such
as in the word “hallelujah™ (hal-le-lu-yah).

FI "‘ﬁ 5 5 n Helbrew
T : -
(41 3 21 1) Sl #

Rl I -

vah Iu le ha Trans.



Exercise 1

Each word below has one or more sheva. For each word, identify the type of sheva
(vocal or silent) and provide a transliteration. The first two words are done for you.

RWR TR OMEPR RN e
vocal fsilent wvocal sheva type
pelishtim tefil-lah transliteration

WIS NYRRZ TP NPA7
sheva type

transliteration

WL e WY AT
sheva type

transliteration

Exercise 2
Read the following words aloud until you can do so fluently:

VIW UMy GRw oma e
TR TER3R NN nuN DN
N2 TR N 7IWI el
n‘;jsi 1123 mMika niona 2Nl
oNuT M1 AT Ty Y



2.8 Hebrew Diphthongs

Hebrew Vowels -
Hebrew Diphthongs

A diphthong is a cluster or combination of vowels acting as a unit and producing a unigue
sound. From the point of view of word division, a diphthong represents a distinct syllable in

Hebrew. The most common diphthongs are listed here:

"N H;.S N "IN "IN

“ai “ai “aiy oy ‘uy
(T {Tomegl (T {Temg) {lomg)

Hebrew Diphthongs

TR

av
{Temagl

Diphthong Readings:

TR MR "oN
"glohai mits-wo-tal chai "erlal

(rote that Vav
takes cholem here)

PR TR T

chaiy-wai veraglai sitial a-do-tai

=plly o' oY OWRD

chaiy-yim tmayim ‘einaiyim ma-taiyim

Rl ‘?N TIE R ";':"IN

Telav patav by Toye-vad

-q-_ng

shad-dai

"W

gatal

M
byt
"3

gaw



211 Unit Two Exercises

Unit Two Exercises -

Reviewing the Hebrew Vowels

Vowel Identification Grid

For each vowel type, identify the vowel mark’s name, sound, transliteration, and class
(Long, Short, Reduced, or Unchangeably Long):

Hark Hame Sound Hebrew Trans. Class Type
¥ TR
N noR
A-Type
) noe 1o
T Nl YRR
¥ ™3
N pAble)
¥ Ship nen E-Type
K> TR R
N T B
N P
- : I-Type
™ ki F‘j'!n
N nZin
R T2 780
T: T T O-Type
¥ TED TRR
In =y
by Lt
- T‘ I U-Type
N Pjﬂ?ﬂ

N N

T:




Hebreww Dipthongs

Write the transliteration for each of the dipthongs listed below:

+

- | o™

4
¢

i b W b B b Dipthiong

L L LY
- T .- T
Trans.
Recognition Questions
1. Circle the A-type vowels:
o o 3 e o e N e
2. Circle the E-Type vowels:
O o (N N | N = I Y o R
3. Circle the I-tvwpe vowels:
o o0 E O e o e N e e
4. Circle the O-type vowels:
0o o 3 e o e N = e
5. Circle the UW-Type vowels:
o = = - - = 0 o
5. List the five guttural letters:
i.
ii.
i
.
W
7. List the four conditions under which a Shewva is vocal:
i.
ii.
iii.
.
8. List the four conditions under which a Shewva is silent:
i
ii.
iii.
.
9. List the long {(and unchangeably long) vowels:
10. List the short (and reduced) vowels:
11. Fill in the following table:
N s | e g g o o o o o o o o o R
Type
Class

Trans.




ol Ey S

Unit Three - Learning Hebrew Syllables

M0 WRI MY PR DI

In order to properly pronounce a Hebrew UNIT THREE COMNTENTS
word,_you__J WI|| r‘n_eed to undersi_:and hgw the 2.1 The Two Rulas
word is divided into syllables (i.e., units of o .
L 3.2 Syllable Classification
distinct sound).
3.3 Hebrew Accent Marks
3 1
LI . ‘o 3.4 Dotted Letters
D 5 4\\{- 3 3.5 Vocal Sheva (na)
= - 2.6 Silent Shewva (nach)
. ) e h"ml_ 3.7 Furtive Patach
me-lam 3.8 Quiescent Letters
L L 2.9 The Magqgef (hyphen)

= After studyl.ng thIS.L,II“IIt,. 'y’(.]l._,l should be =10 Oamets Chatuph
able to begin reading, writing, and
reciting Hebrew words. Start with Secktion

3.1 and down mowve through the list. 3.12 Unit Three Exercises

.11 Summary Page

Hebrew Syllables —

The Two Rules for Syllabification

Imn order to properly pronounce a Hebrew word, vou will need to
understand how the word is divided into svllables (i.e., units of
distinct sound). There are two basic rules for dividing a Hebrew
word into syllables, as explained below.

Rule 1: # Syllables = # wvwowels

A syllable always begins with @ consonant (except when a word
begins with Wawv, which is a form of conjunction) and may end with
either a consonant or another vowel. Since there is one vowel per
syllable, the number of svllables in a word is the same as the number
of vowels.

wie will indicate word division by drawing a line betweaen the svillables
and then placing the numbers (1), (2], and so on, directly below {(or
sometimes abowve) each consecutive svllable:

One Vowel: Twao Vowels: Three Vowels: Four Vowels:
-3 NS n=nle r tn Y b Tl
= - ¥ = - T T T Tl T
LS i] =] L] Lech] 221l L] C32 | C22] 012
ki 1=t da det e 1a roalh cha ra ha

e Srilable Two Syrilables TFures Syilables Fowr Srilablies

Rule 2: Swyllables can be "Open™ or "Closed™

O pen syllables end with a vowel sound and closed syllables end with a letter
without a vowel:

- [ (({J_J!
Open Syllable Closed Syllable
W wwill indicate open syllables with (O) and a closed swyllable with (C):
One Syllable: Twoa Syllables: Three Syllables: Four Syllables:
- fab b | [l b o Fre b b B
= = - Lol IR I T T - T
[ [y} () [ (b L] () 0O | Coa| OO
i let da det e la rmakh cha ra
Crae Foweal o Fowels TFares Fowels Fowr Fowels

Ceneral Rule: vowels are normally long im open syllables (i.e., &3, be,. o) and short im a
closed swvllables (ab, b, obl).



Swillable Classification

Hebrewvw Syllables -

Basic Syllable Classification

Hebreww swvllables canmn be classified as either:

1. Open aor Closed
2. Lomng or Short (or Reduced)

O pen or Closed

& syllable 1s called Topen™ when it does mnot end with a "stopping”™ sound; otherwise it is
"closed™ (thus "ma™ is an opaen syllable but "mMmat”™ is a closed syllable). We will indicate
the status of open svillables with an (O) and a closed svllables with a (T,

Long or Short (or Reduced)

Hebreww vowels canm be either long, short, or reduced. (Some grammars divide betweaen
Tunchangeably long”™ vowwels (Full vowels) and regular long vowels., Thus Cholem Waw
wrould be amn unchangeably long vowel whereas a Cholam would be called a regular long
wvowal.) Reduced vowels are really a owvpe of shewva, and may be considered as eitfraer
part of the following svllable or as a svllable on their own. InNn some cases it is perhaps
sasier to divide the word’'s svillables with the vocal shewva as its own swvllable - thhough in
actual practice you should consider the shewa (and its chateph cousins) as part of the
follawing syllable).

Diwvide and Conguer
Here are a few examples of how wvou might analvse a
Hebreww word and classifv its svllables.

Example 1 Dnb H b renns

Here we know there are two swvllables, simnce there
are two vowels., The first svillable is Lamed with

Segol. We know Segol is a short vowel. The first 20 [} Sl #

swyllable is an aopen syllable since it does mnot end with ars 5

a consonant. We transliterate the syllable as "le-"". . =

The second svllable is Chet with a Segol ending with cherm 1= Trans.

a fimnal Maem. Thus we know that this is a shaort, seqol seqol ==

closed svyllable. We transliterate it as “cham™. short =hort Class
L] ey ] Status

Together, thhe word is transliterated Tle-chem™ or
“lechem.™ lecherm English

Example 2 Tnﬁ: He b rem

Here again we know there are two svllables, since
there are two vowels. The first syllable is Mun with

Cholem Wawv - a long vowel. The first svllable is an 2 1l Swil #
open syllable since it does not end with a consonant. ) ;IJ
We transliterate the syllable as "no-". T,.
The second syllable is Tawv with a Tsere ending with a ten no Trans.
fimal Mun. Thus we know that this is a long, closed tsere chol-wawy el
svllable. we transliterate it as “ten™. long long Class

. | L] [y Status
Together, the word is transliterated "no-ten™ or
“noten.” noten Engli=h
Example =2 -
In this word we know there are three syllables, since D "!‘I—l 5& He b e
we count three vowels. The first syllable is aAleph with - sz
Zhateph Segol - a reduced (short) vowel. The first
syllable is anm open svyllable since it does not end with 030 (=] 12 el @
a consonant. We transliterate the svyllable as “e-". .

rm e S ) P

The second syllable is Lamed with a Cholem. Thus we
know that this is a long, open svyllable. We hirm la = Trans.
transliterate it as “lo™.

chir.wod cholem  c-segal O]
The third svyllable is Hey with Chireq Yod ending with long lang short Class
Mem sofit, so we know it’'s a closed long syllable. Wwe
transliterate it as “him™. L= oo o Status
elohimm English

Together, the word is transliterated "e-lo-him™ ar
Telobhim.”

Example 4

In this word we again detect there are three -y

syllables, since we count three vowels. The first D ,: _:1 :!".J Hebrew
syllable is Ayin with Tsere Yod - a long vowel. The M

first syllable is an open syllable since it does not end 03 (21 013 Syl #
with a consonant. We transliterate the syllable as

“ei oz | 3| w

The second syllable 1s Mun with a Tsere Yod. Thus we

know that this is a long, open syllable. We khem nei i Trans.
transliterate it as "nei”. segol twod t-yod “rorvel
shart long long Clas=

The third svyllable is Khaf with Segol ending with Mem
sofit, so we know it's a closed short syllable. We (Ch [} o)) Status

transliterate it as "khem”. L .
eineilthem English

Together, the word is transliterated "ei-nei-khem™ or
Teineikhem.”



Hebrew Syllables -

Hebrew Accent Marks

Most Hebrew words are generally accented on the last syllable of the word:

. LY
ha-ish-shah e E\I_TT
However, some words (segolate nouns, furtive patach nouns, certain verb forms)
accent the next to last syllable. In the vocabulary sections of the units, I will indicate
non-standard accents by using the symbol "< abowve the accentaed svyllable:

Accent Mark

\L

; <.
ko-helet 12712

Swyllable {(Phonetic) Classification

Some Hebrew grammars identify syllables according to the following scheme:

3 2 1
ko-kha-wim :“2 ‘ ; | -.ID

VAR TN

Tonic Pretonic Propretonic
The "tonic”™ syllable is the syllable that receives the stress or accent; the “pretonic™
syllable is the syllable before the tonic syllable, and the "propretonic™ syllable is the
syllable before the pretonic. Don't let this nomenclature intimidate you: in the Scriptures,
accented syllables are usually identified with one or more accent marks (see below).

The Masoretes and the Masoretic Text

Between the 7th and 9th centuries A.D, a group of Jewish scribes called the Masoretes
added vowel signs (nikkudot), cantillation symbols and accent marks (ta'amim) to the
text. This process came to be known asthe Masorah (tradition). The marked text was
called the Masoretic Text and became the standard text for the Jews around the world.

=R

Accents of the Masoretic Text

Every word in the Tanakh (except those joined by a hyphen or magqgef) carries an accent
mark on its "tonic” syllable (i.e., the syllable that receives the stress). In the Biblia
Hebraica Stuttgartensia there are 27 prose and 21 poetic accent marks used in the text.
These marks (like the vowel marks) may appear above or below the word.

Three Main Accent Marks
Most accent marks can be classified according to whether they are disjunctive (pausal) or
conjunctive (connecting).

Disjunctive Accents

Disjunctive accents mark a pause or break in the reading of the text, and function
something like commas, semicolons, and colons in English. There are 18 disjunctive
accent marks yvou might see in the Masoretic text, but the two most important are:

o Atnach - Placed under the last word of the first half of a verse.

o Sillug - Placed under the last word of the second half of a verse.

R R

. I
Atrach Seédleecy
mans EhEL

Cornjunctive Accents
Conjunctive accents connect two words in the text. There are 9 conjunctive accent
marks yvou might see in the Masoretic text, but the most important is:

<o Munach - Placed under a word that is connected with a following waord.

xR

.
Meerzcactr
a3



The following shows Genesis 1:1 as yvou might see it in a typical Masoretic text:

Sof Paswes 5
?‘ICIE = Zad hadl af verve Foad Badf of verse
]r-lzsj AR OMWT AR OYTOR RO2 NTWRD2
mw: Aefra i ';I:-:‘L.r m;’rl& A w: T T it 31:' e
:ﬂbe; rans mam
Sitluske Atrach Manach

Mote: You do not need to memaorize the names of these accent marks; howewver, when
vou see one of them in yvour reading of the Tanakh, accent the syllable where the mark
appears (for example, the sillug in the last word of the pasuk (verse) tells us to accent
the pretonic syllable: ha-a-rets).

The mark at the end of the pasuk { : ) is called a sof Pasuk, and simply indicates the end

of the verse (somewhat like a period in modern English writing).

The Least You Should Know...
In general, unless otherwise indicated by some sort of accent mark, assume that the
Hebrew word vou are looking at is accented on the last syllable.

Vowels are normally long in open syllables (i.e., ba, be, bo) and short in a closed syllables
(ab, eb, ob).

Reference: The Rules of Stress
The following information is provided for reference purposes only:

1. Ifthe last syllable has a long vowel, it usually has the stress:

12

2. Along vowel in a closed syllable gets the stress:
12y

3. A closed unaccented syllable must take a3 short vowel:
728

4, The Sheva (or chateph form) never receives the stress.
N

5. Verbs are often accented on the second syllable
"HT'J:'

6. If a word has a Maggef (hyphen), the stress usually shifts away from the preceding
word and attends to the following word.

e

In the example above, the words ben adam means “son of man.” With the Magqgef,
the phrase still means “son of man,” but the accent moves to the word adam,
resulting in a closed, unaccented syllable for the first word. The vowel therefore
changes from Tsere (long) to Segol (short), according to rule 3, above.

Mote: You may also be interested in Helmut Richter’'s article regarding Hebrew Cantillation
marks (special accent tags used for chanting the Torah).



Hebrew Syllables -

Introduction to the dagashim

Any Hebrew letter (except the gutturals) can have a dot inside of it called a "dagesh
mark”™ {dagesh means "emphasis™). There are basically two kinds of dagesfhin that vou
neaed to know: the dagesh lene (kaf) and the dagesh forte (chazak).

The Dagesh Lene (Kal)

Six Hebrew letters vou have studied, namely, Bet, Gimmel, Dalet, Kaf, Pey, and Tav may
appear with or without a dot placed within them. This dot is called a "Dagesh Lene.” If one
of these six letters has a Dagesh Lene mark it will have a hard pronunciation, otherwise it
has a softer pronunciation.

Collectively these letkters are sometimes called "Begedkephat letters” as an acronym for
the names of letters:

m B >33

The Dagesh Forte (Chazak)

All of the Hebrew letters (except the gutturals) - including the Begedkephat letters - can
take a dot that looks exactly like the Dagesh Lene but is called a Dagesh Forte. The
dagesh forte can appear in ANY Hebrew consonant except a guttural letter:

Nl || plE| 2y o322 || r| 1T T3 3R] teter
mwe | ol 2 DA 2|z T miEl=! Dagesh

In the list above, notice that every Hebrew letter (except the gutturals Aleph, Hey,
Chet, Avin, and Resh) can appear with a dot inside - a dagesh forte.

The Purpose of the Dagesh Forte

A dagesh force "emphasizes”™ a letter and thereby affects a word's syllabification by
dowbling the value of the consonant. A letter with a dagesh forte always causes the
prewvious syllable (if any) to be closed and in effect "divides"™ the syllable at the laettar:

(2) {1} Di?iide DEIQESI'I Forte
Ne) Y = D) = D)
“si_—” “nis:’ é_ i -7

In the example above, we notice first that the word has a dagesh force in the samekh.
The value of Lhis leller is "doubled,” and we Lhiuas counl Lhie MirsL "s™ as a cosing sounid
of the previous syllable (i.e., nis) and the second "s" as the first sound of the following
syllable (i.c., =i). We would transliterate the word as nis-ci.

Lene or Forte?

As voul cAan see in the list of letters ahove, the Renedkenhat letters can take either a danesh
lene or a daaesh forte. Since the dots appear identical in the letters. how can we tell if a
aiven Begedkephat letter has a lene or a forte dot?

The rule goes like this: the dagesh in a Begedkephat letter is chazak (forte) only if it is
preceded bv a vowel (otherwise it is lenel. Thus:

(2) (1) Divéide Dag esr Forte
Na| W - NaY - naw
p— — 5 -
“hbat” “shab” b nrentded

In the example above, notice first that the word has a dagesh in the Bet. Mow, i5 this a
dagesh lene or force?s Since it is precedeaed by a vowel (i.e., the Patach of the first syllable),

the Oet must have a dagesh faorte.

Thus we diwvide the word into two closed syllables and transliterate as: shab-bat (note that
il a Beusdkephal leller has a dauesh Torle, iLis pronounved exgclly Lhie same as il il had a
dagesh lene:! the presence of a forte only "doubles”™ the value of the letter).



In the example above, notice first that the word has a dagesh in the Bet. Now, is this a
dagesh lene or forte? Since it is preceded by a vowel ({i.e., the Patach of the first syllable],
the Bet must have a dagesh forte.

Thus we divide the word into two closed syllables and transliterate as: shab-bat (note that
if a Begedkephat letter has a dagesh forte, it is pronounced exactly the same as if it had a
dagesh lene: the presence of a forte only "doubles” the value of the letter).

The General Rule...

If there is a "dot” inside a letter, "double” its value; but if it is a Begedkephat letter, double
the value onfy if it is preceded by a vowel.

Examples:

Ty PSS MmE 92T 92T we X
forte fotte forte lenie £ forte lene dagesh type
“am-rmad tzad-dig teiv-wah dib-her da-rar transliteration

I E TEW AN AR won a

- LT

forte lenie forte forte lene dagesh type
hig-gid bhe ged shish-shah "at-tah ‘ahavia transliteration
Summary:

+ Any letter (except a guttural) can have a dot called a dagesh forte (chazalk).

+ This dot "doubles” the value of the consonant and causes the previous syllable
(if any) to be closed.

+ A dotin a Begedkephat letter is forte only if it is preceded by a vowel
{otherwise it is lene).

Advanced Grammatical Mote:

The pronunciation of Resh in Hebrew is “fricative,” and a plosive pronunciation for Resh is
not known. However, in 14 places in the Tanakh there is a Resh with a dagesh. The
translators of the Septuagint knew of the pronunciation of the Resh with a dagesh - the
evidence is that they wrote the name Sarah with a double R.



The Vocal Sheva -

Understanding the Shewva Na

There are four cases when the sheva is vocal (i.e., opens a syllable):

1. When it begiris a word: 2. When the second of two in a row:

I—I?j; Hebrews "@?Eﬁjr; Hehrew

2|2 » |2 |un
(32 2] [ay (32 21 12
khah ra b tel pe rizh

3. When under a Dagesh Forte letter: 4. When following a long vowel:

Dﬁ;?r;t[ Hebrew D";I?: Hehrew

o | 2@ |0 oo |n| >
4] (3] =53] 12 32 =3} (1
Tirn la T hamm =it te Lo

Examples:

1. At the beginning of a word:

aRpn Y and nwroa "Pa Wi

H T H

me-"od shema® ketaw bere-shit beli ke-dosh
2. Second of two In a row:
1Ny A 02530 vy TR =

Triklite-wa shiv-tekha ragle-kKhem Trish-the-1a kod-shekha
3. Under a Dagesh Forte letter:

ONPRT YRY  Tpm mEmT TPRDRI o
hatn- e la-nim “am e -kha ne-nat-te-gah srit-yratstsewa hath-me-la-khah

4. Following a long vowel:

7237 wa wymy a%bhr ma -

- T H

lewrawekha be-atie- i uvenayvahoo zol-le-lim havyetah

MNOTE: There is another case wherein yvou will pronounce a sheva as vocal,
and that is when it immediately precedes the same Hebrew letter (or similar
sounding letter) in a word. For example:

n:qb?g Hebrew

4] (30 [e=3] (13 Syl #
Mmool 2| o
wah U le ha Trans.

haleluwah Enclizh



3.6 Sheva Nach - Silent Sheva

The Silent Sheva -

Understanding the Sheva Nach

On the other hand, there are four cases when the sheva is silent or resting:

1. When it erids a word:

20

Hebreww

T2 | B
=] [y ]
lekh me

3. When it closes a svllable:

n27D

Hebrew

o | oo
21 12
kah rmal

Examples:
1. At the end of aword:

%0 I 7

me-lelkh de-rekh

g~

mat

2. Firstof two in a row:

=G EN G E

wichtewu shiv-te-kha

02517

tagle-khem

3. Closing a syllable:

mpnon

il cha-tmah shith kha

Sxain

yigra’el

4. Following a short vowel;

mman e

mir-mot par-‘oh

a=pL

mal kah

2. When the first of two 1n a row:

AR Hevrew
30 [o=J] ()]
tel ol rmish

4. When following a short vowel:

i hnl=)

Hebrews

| D
21 12
‘oh par

g%

cha-rat

13
bakh

{iinlich

yish-me

TR

kod shekha

YD)

naf shekha

A20%

‘ahavta

Nale

Tasafti

NBE

marpe’

A

A

A



3.7 Furtive Patach

3.7 FutivepPatach |
Hebrew Syllables -

Understanding the Furtive Patach

Mormally, you sound out a syllable by first pronouncing the letter sound and then
adding the vowel sound. There an exception to this rule, however: when a word
ends in a Chet, an Avin or a dotted Hey (mappig) and has a Patach vowel mark, you
first pronounce the vowel sound and then add the letter sound. Thus,

2) (1}

17

syllable #

trans.

vowel

class

Readiny>:

status

(3}

f-
Foerivve Peatcd

[TPE
A

parach

(2

')

“shu-""

shureg

(0|

[=ero

shiort

Losmgs

longg

e

L

N

syllable &

trans.
vowel
class

status

Accent note: When a furtive patach appears under a Chet, Avin, or dotted Hey, the
accent falls on the preceding syllable (e.g., RU-ach, yve-SHU-a).

v

¥

maa

L Ipls

Fatia’

mwS

RRIe

thad-di-a®

i

a7

ven

I

mna

wo-de-a’ po-she-a’ e shiaa®

v wn it oSy naw

-
mo-shia® ma-shi-ach sa-me-ach shali-ach shah-he ach

mub% nea piax phys  ownn

la-rmayach bote-ach tsa-wvu-a® kish-mo-a® ham-ma-shi-ach



3.8 Hebrew Quiescent Letters

Hebrew Syllables -

Understanding the Hebrew Quiescent Letters

The letters Aleph, Hey, Vav, and Yod can sometimes be "quiescent,” that is, silent under
certain circumstances:

1

» . :1 h{

od Waw Hey Aleph

I ) IC

Quiescent Letters

Examples:

ﬁn@aj

The Aleph in the word above is quiescent. This word would be transliterated as reishefhon
(the shewva is vocal since Tsere is long).

wR92

Again, the Aleph in the word above is also guiescent. This word would be transliterated
as berosh or brosh.

o

The letter Yod in the word above is also quiescent. This word would be transliterated as
elohav.

From a syllabification point of view, the quiescent letter becomes incorporated as part of
the syllable of the preceding vowel.



3.9 The Maqqef - (Hebrew Hyphen)

Hebrew Syllables -

Understanding the Maqgqgef

The word Maggef means “binder,” and functions much like a hyphen in English. That is,
two words of a word pair are joined together to form a new word, and changes in the
vocalization of the word unit often occurs.

MR
maqqef

“Brnder

If 3 word has a Maqgqgef (hyphen), the stress shifts away from the preceding word and
attends to the following word.

S

In the example above, the two words ben and adam together mean “son of man.” With
the Magqgef, the stress moves away from the word ben toward the word adam, resulting in
a closed, unaccented syllable for the first part of the (hyphenated) word. Since closed,
unaccented syllables must take a short vowel, the vowel in ben changes from Tsere (long)
to Segol (short).

oyoD> «— oy 93

Likewise in the example above, kof am means "all of the people”. But when the Maggef is
used the accent shifts away from kol to the word am, and since the first syllable is now a
closed, unaccented syllable, the cholem under the Kaf must change to Qamets Chatuph.

If you are new to the study of Hebrew, don't be overly concerned with this information.
Your aim is to gain some proficiency in reading and sounding out the words you see. Just
remember that when you see a Maggef, the vowels you were expecting in a given word
might change.



3.10 Qamets Chatuph

Hebrew Syllables -

Understanding Qamets Chatuph

One vowel that might cause some trouble is the "Qamets Chatuph,” a short O-Type
vowel that looks identical to the regular Qamets (long A-type) vowel:

Vowel Mark YVowel Name Sound Hebrew Trans. Class
"o asi =
¥ Jamets Chatuph yellow ﬂﬁﬂﬂj 'rf:I'IT o short

Qamets Chatuph appears 630 times in the Tanakh (Hebrew Bible) and occurs only in
closed, unaccented syllables:
plo

-
Qamets or Qamets Chatuph?
When yvou see a Qamets, you must ask 1) is it in a closed syllable? (i.e., a syllable that
ends in a stopping sound) and 2) is the syllable unaccented? (most Hebrew words are
accented on the last syllable). If both conditions are met, the Qamets is Chatuph and

should be pronounced as an "o" sound. For example:

< —— Avcent
alekl
T

vaiya kom

In the example above, the last syllable is closed (it ends in Mem) and is unaccented, and
thus the vowel is Qamets Chatuph: kom.

Generally speaking, whenever you see the Qamets vowel mark vou should assume that it
is pronounced "ah.” In ambiguous cases, sometimes a small vertical mark (called a Meteg
mark) appears just to the left of the Qamets to indicate that it is an open syllable and

should be pronounced "ah"™ and not "o™:

il

ve-ra-chars-ma



3.11 Unit Three Summary

Unit Three Summary -

The Least you should know...

After studying Unit Three, yvou should have mastered the following material:

The Two Rules for Dividing Hebrew Words
There are two basic rules for dividing a Hebrew word into syllables:

1. The Number of Sylflables = the Number of Vowels
Since there is one vowel per syllable, the number of syllables in a word is the same
as the number of vowels. Indicate word division by drawing a line between the
syllables and then placing the numbers (1), (2), and so on, directly above / below
each consecutive syllable. Identify the type of vowel and its class for each syllable:

2. Syflables can be "Open” or "Closed. ™
Open syllables end with a vowel sound and closed syllables end with a letter
without a vowel. Indicate open syllables with (Q) and a closed syllable with (C).

Hebrew Accent Marks

Most Hebrew words are generally accented on the last syllable of the word. However,
some words (segolate nouns, furtive patach nouns, certain verb forms) accent the next to
last svyllable. In the vocabulary sections of the units, I will indicate non-standard accents

W

by using the symbol " <" above the accented syllable.

The "tonic” syllable is the syllable that receives the stress or accent; the "pretonic”
syllable is the syllable before the tonic syllable, and the "propretonic™ syllable is the
syllable before the pretonic.

Dotted Letters and Word Division

A dagesh forte "emphasizes” a letter and thereby affects a word's syllabification by
doubling the value of the consonant. A letter with a dagesh forte always causes the
previous syllable (if any) to be closed and in effect "divides” the syllable at the letter.

The dagesh in a Begedkephat letter is farte only if it is preceded by a vowel (otherwise it
is lene].

The general rule for dotted letters is this: If there is a "dot” inside a letter, "double” its
value; but if it is a Begedkephat letter, double the value only if it is preceded by a vowel.



The Shewva and Syllables
There are four cases when the Sheva is vocal (Na):

When it begins a word (or syllable)

When it is the second of two shevas in a row

When it appears under a letter with a Dagesh Forte
When it follows a syllable that contains a long vowel.

AUWNR

Correlatively, there are four cases when the Sheva is silent (Nach):

When it ends a word (or syllable)

When it is the first of two shevas in a row

When it closes a syllable

When it follows a syllable that contains a short voawel.

AUWNRE

Some grammars do not treat the vocal sheva as a separate syllable, but include its sound
with the following svyllable (as a sort of slurred vocalization before the next syllable).
Mormally I will treat the vocal sheva as a separate syllable in transliterations (usinag either
an apostrophe character aor an "e™).

Furtive Patach

When a word ends in a Chet, an Avin or a dotted Hey (mappiq) and has a Patach vowel
mark, yvou first pronounce the vowel sound and then add the letter sound. This is called a
“furtive Patach.” When a furtive patch appears under a Chet, Avin, or dotted Hey, the

accent falls on the preceding syllable.

Quiescent Letters
The letters Aleph, Hey, Vav, and Yod can sometimes be "quiescent,” that is, silent under

certain circumstances.

The Magqqeph
The word Maggef means means "binder,” and functions much like a hyphen in English.
That is, two words of a word pair are joined together to form a new word, and chanages in

the vocalization of the word unit often occurs.

Qamets Chatuph

Qamets Chatuph appears 630 times in the Tanakh (Hebrew Bible) and occurs only in
closed, unaccented svyllables. It is the only form of the short "O-Type”™ vowel and may
appear as a result of changes in vocalization of Hebrew words (for example, vocalic
"reduction,” where a long vowel is reduced to its corresponding short form).

Nu, What's Next?
The aim of the first three units is to help vou "pronounce Hebrew,” not "read Hebrew.”

This distinction is important. In the Hebrew language itself, the verb "to read” is
kara” (Ckah-RAH™), which is often translated into English as "to call”. what this means is
that the concept of "reading” in the Hebrew mindset was somethinag vou did with vour
moutf and alsa with your eyes, not something you did exclusively with vour eyes.

If this material is now clear, vou may ahead to Unit Four and begin learming about Hebrew
nouns and adjectives. You may also perform a self-check by working through Unit Three
exaercises and vocabulary.



312 Unit Three Exercises

Unit Three Exercises -

Reviewing the Hebrew Syllables

The goal of the first three Units of this grammar is to help yvou "pronounce Hebrew,”™ not
just to read it. This distinction is worth mentioning. In Hebrew, the verb “to read” is
kara” (Ckah-RAHT), which is often translated into Enaglish as "to call.” In the Hebraic
mindset, "reading” is something more like reciting rather than something done (silently)
with yvour eyes. So, with this distinction in mind, go ahead and "call out™ the following
words. Say them aloud, and then check vourself by clicking on the speaker icon that
follows the exercise.

One syllable Readings:

Indicate whether the syllable is open (O) or closed (C), and whether the svllable’s vowel
is long or short:

og "5 N3 T2 ooOR M py W
AT A Ay aw nRt 58y W

Two Syllable Readings:

For each of these words, draw a vertical line between the svyllables and indicate whether
each syllable is open (Q) or closed (C) and whether the vowel is long, short, or reduced:

AW P 795 oy now A Sww obp

0oy oY o7 T 2wt S man un

Three Syllable Readings:

For each of these words, draw a vertical line between the syllables and indicate whether
each syllable is open (0Q) ar closed (C) and whether the vowel is long, short, or reduced:

i Tasn mwng o no%% owan 5oy

noRa oo wkn A abr_«;:r; n*n%g; S =t

Three or More Syllable Readings:

For each of these words, draw a vertical line between the syllables and indicate whether
each syllable is open (Q) or closed (C) and whether the vowel is long, short, or reduced:

=N~ pu it b= i n e a1 70 b DR PP

o321 232 uEy oman ovben



Sheva Identification:

For each of the following words, identify the sheva type (vocal, silent) and
transliterate the word into syllables:

JaTN TN

212 MURAl

TN e
Leae
ORI
NP
ik My iy 1

Fluency Readings:

333
03

sl bbighy

oNITY omaN NITn x

mal ke

M URER DI

RER Y =R

miga nisna . M2 -

T AP n

I T

T T =

"]

A - R S

Read the following verses from the Tanakh until you feel comfortable with them.

Genesis 1:1

PIST ORY DRYT N8 D08 X3 MURD3

Psalm 25 1-3

NN Wp) M PN MY

WoproN MYaR-OR 2 a2 o
w2 KD Pip~Hn o3 H 2R

Dp™ 0™7a0 WA



Unit Four - Learning Hebrew Nouns

TID] WRI N AR 2

Just as in English, a Hebrew noun is a UNIT FOUR COMNTENTS
name of a person, place, or thing. This

. o Moun Properties
section will introduce vou to the Hebrew

. . Masculine Mouns
noun: its morphology and basic usage.

y 'ﬁy’ »

4.,

Feminine Mouns
Plural Mouns
Pluralization Rules
The Definite Article
The Conjunctive Wawv

b No bR

The Construct Chain

=]

Objective: Summary Page

s After studvying this unit, vou will understand the basic grammar of the noun iIn bibhcal
Hebrew, as well as the definite article, the conjunction, and the use of Hebrew “waord
pairs”™ (construct chain). ¥You also should be able to begin using a Hebrew lexicon to
begin learning common noun forms vou will see in the Tanakh.

4.1 Moun Properties

Grammatical Overview: Noun Properties
A noun is a name (nomen) given to a person, place, or thing. Nouns have the following
properties: 1) gender, 2) number, 2) person, and 4) case.

1. Gender
Gender is a property that indicates the sex of the referrent (masculine or
feminine). In Hebrew, however, the correlation between the gender of a noun and
its referrent is generally accidental. For example, the word Torah in Hebrew is
feminine, but that does not imply anything about the nature of the Torah itself.
Unlike Greek, there is no "neuter” gender in Hebrew.

2. Number
MNumber is the property that indicates whether one or more than one object is
referenced when using the word. Hebrew has singular nouns (one object), plural
nouns (more than one object), and dual nouns (a pair of objects). For plural
nouns, there are regular plurals, irregular plurals, dual plurals, and plurals
functioning as singular nouns.

3. Person
Person refers to the relationship between the noun and the speaker. & noun can
be in the first person (I, Jofn, am here), second person (R, Jofn!), or third
person (John is here). Normally these distinctions apply to the study of pronouns,
but they are implicit in the grammar of the noun as well.

4. Case
Case indicates the grammatical function of the noun in a sentence. The noun can
be a subject of a sentence (Hebrew is fun), an object in a sentence (John loves
Hebrew), or in a possessive relationship with an object (Jofin’s Hebrew book). For
possessives, Hebrew uses a "construct state™ where one of two (or more)
Hebrew nouns appear as a chain in a sentence (more later).

In general Hebrew uses endings to indicate these various properties of nouns. By
learning the root of the noun and its endings, vou will begin to understand the way
nouns function in Hebrew sentences.

Study Tip: When first learning a noun, I recommend writing out a flash card with the
gender, singular form, plural form and construct form on the front, and the definition on
the back. You might also want to include a sentence that uses the noun in yvour
definition.



4.2 Masculine Singular Nouns

Section Vocabulary

JESUS e word, thing........oooeeens. 1317
David, o, a7 father ..., AN
MOSES v (dfn) (1= R LN
KIG ., -f|'7|2 YOUNG AN o, ayl
{he) ruled, reigned....... -f|'7|r2 1] s PO TUUTRRTIN 14
GO E"‘I"?h‘. {he’y heard, obeyed ...... JJ?_:L':
FOUSE oo J'I".j {he’y guarded, kept....... ?_2?.':
the (articled ..., .4 {hey remembered ........ =3

Hebrew Masculine Singular Nouns

In Hebrew, nouns have gender: they can be masculine or feminine. Nouns also have
number: they can refer to one thing (singular) or more than one thing (plural). In the
list above, all the nouns are masculing singular (except for the word elofim, which is
masculine plural in form but singular in meaning).

In this section of Unit Four, we will consider masculine singular nouns.
Hebrew Noun Sentences

A simple sentence in Hebrew can be constructed by simply joining two nouns together.
For example,

Jesus {isy a king. ......... ‘rl‘j,: l__rq:_-i:
Moses (i) a man. ........ LN _‘f:__*j}:
Jesus {is) God. ........ E"j"j;ﬁ erq:_-i:
& father (is) a man. ......... UN aN

These are complete sentences. In English, we supply the "copula™ verb form ("is™) to
aid us in our translation, but in Hebrew, no such verb is required.

Motice also that there 15 no indefinite article in Hebrew. For example, the word av
means "a father” (or just “father”, depending on the context). Proper nouns (i.e.,
names of persons or titles of things, such as Jesus or Jerusalem) are considered
definite by nature (that is, we do not say “A Jesus” but rather "(the) Jesus™).



Introduction to the Verb

A werb is an Taction”™ word that describes the action of a sentence. In the vocabulary
list abowve, I have included a few common Hebrew wverbs so that we could practice
simple sentences using a verb. In Hebrew, a complete sentence can also be formed by

using a noun and a verb together:

Jesus ruled. ..o _E'?F; J-_.”I?_":
Jesus ruled. ..o Wk ikl _ﬁ?u';
A oman heard., oL JJT_:L:_‘ LR
A son remembered. oo = o

Motice that the second sentence reverses the word order of the subject (Jesus) and
the verb (ruled). In Biblical Hebrew, the verb often appears before the subject term.

In Hebrew, verbs also have gender and number, and every verb must agreese with its
subject in gender and number. Therefore, masculine singular nouns must take a
masculine singular wverb form. The vowel pattern for the three letter shoresfh (root) of a
(Qal perfect) verb in the third person masculine singular is:

X X X

MNotice the vowel marks under the root letters of the verb (denoted with XXX in the
pattern). This pattern is the basic vocalization for the masculine verbs in the Qal
perfect. This form of the verbh (2ms Qal perfect) is also the lexical form of the verb (that
is the form vou look up In a Hebrew dictionary):

If vou are new to Hebrew, do not be overly concermned about this information at this
time. Just remember that verbs have specific vowel patterns to agree with the gender
and number of the subject (if you can understand how the four verbs in the vocabulary
list all use this vowel pattern, mazel tov!, yvou are beginning to understand some
Hebrew grammarl).

Introduction to the Definite Article

The word “the”™ in Hebrew functions as a prefix to Hebrew words. That is, to make a
Hebrew word definite, vou add a Hey before the noun. Mormally the letter following the
Heyw will take a dagesh forte:

- X1
For example:
the king  T[2@0 =  TPn + X0
the ward =g 2T o+ XT
the son 120 = 12 + X

Motice that when the article is added to the noun, the first letter of the noun takes the
dagesh mark (in the case of davar and bern, the dagesh changes from a dagesh kal to a
dagesh chazak).

Recall that a guttural letter cannot take a dagesh mark. If a noun begins with a
guttural letter, then when the article is added, the patach under the Hevy is changed to
a different vowel. For example:

the man LYW = s o+ X7
Motice that since the Aleph cannot take a dagesh, the patach under the Hey
Tcompensates” and lengthens to a gamets.

More information about the grammar of the article is found in Section 4.6.

Proper Nouns

Proper nouns are definite by definition, and therefore do not use the definite article.
The vocabulary lists three proper nouns yvou should memorize: Yeshua, Moshe, and
Dawid.

Section Exercises

1. Memorize the section vocabulary (top of the page)
2. Practice writing basic sentences using these words
2. Summarize the rules of the definite article on a small flashcard

MNote: In Hebrew, cities, countries, team names, etc., are generally feminine in gender,
whereas the names of the months and seasons are masculine in gendear.



4.3 Feminine Singular Houns

Section Vocabulary

Jderusalem .. ..o E'.".?L:_'-’I_I"f blessing.......covvievvneinns a2ma
Israel.....ooiviiiiiiin s I?N_lt" mother.........oooiiiin [
Sarabhl oo e .‘I'j_L:_" 1 o Ty
[= T =T =Y o R -I';'_)?; shabbat. ... ... e J'I.;.?_'_';
farmily oo, .—f?:f'-_:‘l?_':‘?: daughter ....... ..o na
wife, woman ... .‘I'L:_‘N people, nation ... A
truth. e mraes (she) heard, obeyed .... ] Jg?.:.*?_:_';
WOLING WOMman ............. AT {she) guarded, kept..... .—I'_1I_.'.:.*T_:_':
sing. end (. PiX— 1 X% {shel) remembered ...... [ by

Hebrew Feminine Singular Nouns

Every Hebraw noun is either masculineg or feminine in gender and singular or plural in
number. In the vocabulary list abowve, all the nouns are feminine singular.

Mote that a noun’s gender (masculine or feminine) sometimes refers to the sex of the
referrent (as the word bat refers to a daughter, and bern refers to a son), but often it
does not. For example, the word for land (ersetz) is feminine and the word for house
(Bayit) is masculine. Howewver there is nothing male or female about land or a building!
Y¥ou must learn the gender of a noun as part of the noun’s definition.

Singular Noun Endings
Sometimes it helps to see patterns in the way words are formed. These patterns are
sometimes called inflections. For Hebrew singular nouns, the pattern looks like this:

Moun Endings
s A

nx- / X

Singrelar

The table abowve shows typical endings for singular nouns. For masculine singular
nouns, there is no characteristic ending added to the base stem of the word. Feminine
singular nouns often end with a Hey or a Tawv.

We can see how the patterns appear in the following examples:

Feminine rasculine

wife, worman T 1o B [t
WOLIIG W i an WOLINE M e e _ll_.’.i
USSR oo ie e Eimg . _|;'7|'.”.(
daughter ............. ... ... o 12
EFLER . e woard, thing ................. S

Motice in the list abowve that the feminine nouns end in either Hey or Tawv, but the
masculine nouns show nNno regular pattern to their endings. Motice also that the word
for truth, emet, is feminine and the word for thing, deavar, is masculine (there are no
masculine inflections for emet or feminine inflections for dawvar). Finally, be aware that
most names of streets, cities and countries are feminine in Hebrew (for example,
Jerusalem and Israel are both feminine nouns).

Hebrew Moun Sentences
A simple sentence in Hebrew can be constructed by simply joining two nouns together.
For example,

Sarah is) a QUEEBN. . i 7;'7?; .—I'_1I_ET'_."

Israel {ish aland. ...........coon. T I?;Q"l".‘.“"

These are complete sentences. In English, we supply the “copula™ verb form (is™) to
aid us in our translation, but iINn Hebrew, no such verb is required.

Feminine Singular Vverb Forms

In Hebrew, verbs have gender and number, and every verb must agree with its subject
in gender and number. Therefore, feminine singular nouns must take a feminine
singular verb form. The vowel pattcern for the three letter shoresf (root) of a (Qal
perfect) verb in the third person feminine singular is:

XXX



Motice the vowel marks under the root letters of the verb (denoted with XXX in the
pattern). This pattern is the basic vocalization for feminine singular verbs in the Qal
perfect. Here are some examples:

Sarah remembered. ..., .'I'-Ir:? .'I'-Ir"_.'r"

1T

A mother Kept, oo, .'I'-I?:L" oX

If yvou can see how the three verbs in the vocabulary list all use this vowel pattern,
mazel tov!, vou are beginning to understand some Hebrew grammar!

Third Person Singular Verb Patterns

Sometimes it helps to see patterns in the way verbs are formed. These patterns are
sometimes called conmjugations. For Hebrew singular verbs in the third person (Che,
she, it™), the pattern looks like this:

Verb Patterns

A
XXX

34 Porson Singular

M
X XX

Here are some examples of the vowel changes:

a3 pers Fem Sing

{she) heard ............. l.'u'if_'r" (hehy heard................. L'.'_ZL:_"
{she) guarded ........... .'I"IF:L"‘ (he) guarded............... F_:L'r"
{she) remembered...... 112% (hey remembered ......... =

a3 pers Masc Sing

Mote again that the subject and verb must agree in gender and number:

Sarah heard ... l.’.‘:?_'r‘ _'I"Irf;r" Cavid heard ... L'.':L'r" R
& gqueen guarded ........ 'f'h‘:?.“ 'f:r‘"/’.; The king guarded ...... F_:L'T‘ 'T|'7.‘J'_[
The daughter The son

remembered ... 727 N2T remembered 121 137

Section Exercises

1. Memorize the section vocabulary (top of the page)
Practice writing basic sentences using these words
3. Understand the difference between masculine and feminine noun forms (called

inflections)



4 4 Plural HNouns

Section Vocabulary

servant (my . v
city (P LR,
mountain (mi.... a7
brother (m2. . N
torah (o 171
animal (fy ... 23
father {mY ... M
plural ending (my........... CYX-
dual ending (m/f........... oX-

Hebrew Plural Nouns

day (Ml anm
Way (MY BN
wamen (. o~
MEn (Y OMis
daughters ..., inkbia!
fhedsent .o, "'I‘?_T
{he) crosses over ..., =Y
plural ending (... X-
HEaver .o, E'.':;'-;;

Like English, Hebrew nouns can be either singular or plural in number. In English, plural
forms of a noun are normally formed by adding "-s” or ™-es” to the end of the singular

form of the word (for example, cars, boxes). In Hebrew, nouns are made plural by adding
C"¥- or M¥- to the end of a singular noun. Often there are vowel changes that occur
when these endings are added, since an extra syllable is added to the word.

Plural Noun Endings

Sometimes it helps to see patterns in the way words are formed. These patterns are
sometimes called inflections. For Hebrew plural nouns, the pattern looks like this:

Noun Endings

7.

M.

M-

Flural

o X

The table above shows typical {or "regular™ endings for plural nouns. For masculine plural
nouns, S°%- is added to the base stem of the word; for feminine MX- is added.



You can see how the patterns appear in the following examples:

feminine masculine
Flural Sgalar Flural Sigalar
TEW W™ | o
lands land kings king
ey o B (el o e I
animals animal WS wiai
mrRLt meLn CrN N
families farnily brothers hrother
inhimith T iy C
yaung young days day
WOrnenH WO AT

Motice in the list above that the feminine plural nouns end in M-, but the masculine
nouns end in C"%-, All of these nouns are "regularly formed,” meaning that there are

consistent changes made to the vowels when the endings are added (more information
about vowel changes is provided below).

Irregular Plural Nouns

Some Hebrew nouns do not follow the standard pattern when forming their plural. These
cases of noun are sometimes called “irregular,” since they are not the usual form you
might expect (English also has irregular plural forms, for example, the plural of foot is feet,
or the plural of child is chifdren). In the case of irregular Hebrew plurals, you simply have to
memorize the forms.

Here are some examples of irregular plural noun forms:

feminine masculine
Flural Sigular Flural Singular
ol TN COUN 2N
WONEH WOrnan FrEn ik
ni:a ikl mpiyol nva
daughters daughter houses house
E"'II".‘:_.' B J'Itli'f. :l?f.
cities city fathers father




Motice that the plural for woman (nssf52im) shows a Nun infix and a masculine plural
ending. The Mun infix also appears in the plural of man (anashim) and in the plural for
daughter (banot). The word for fathers (avot) is masculine even though it has the feminine
plural ending. The word for cities (imim) and women (nashim) are femining, even though
they show a masculine plural ending. It's important to keep this is mind, since adjectives
and verbs must agree with the nouns they modify in gender and number.

3rd Person Plural Verb Forms
In Hebrew, Plural nouns must take a plural verb form. The vowel pattern for the three
letter shoresh (root) of a (Qal perfect) verb in the third person plural is:

“Verb Pattern

. | A,

r
X x ‘).S' 37 Persor Plural

Mote that this pattern is used for both masculine and feminine plural {i.e., common gender
plural) subjects. Here are some examples of the pattern:

The kings heard........... -.‘J-'::'_'r‘ E"_:'?-?‘_I’ (thevy) heard Whhalil
Brothers guarded ............. R 1_- [ ] (theyy guarded ................
Families remembered .... 177127 mr=uts (they) remembered

The daughters sent ......... 11_I7—1- J-Iﬁ:.:rl.—_l' (they) sent ...
Fathers walked ................. ’I:'l_:/"-rl' ﬂﬁ:lt:_: (theyy walked................... g

"Dual” NMouns

Some nouns form their plural using a “dual”™ form. This form is used most often to indicate
a pair of something (eyes, hands, feet, and 2ars) that come in pairs. It is also used to
denote undifferentiated plurality (e.g., heaven, water).

Dual Endings
s A

- -

Motice that this ending is similar to the regular plural ending for masculine nouns, though
it is actually a diphthong with the accent over the patach (pronounced ayim). Note also
that both masculine and feminine “dual”™ nouns use the same ending.

Ferinine Masouline

CEWMOOD BAS o STaTN CEw ol days o fmiplynly

Summary Chart: Noun Endings

Keeping in mind that some masculine nouns take feminine plural endinas (2.g., avot) and
some feminine nouns take masculine plural endings (e.g., nasfim), the following chart
summarizes the most common noun endings encountered in Biblical Hebrew:

Moun Endings

. A

mX- / T1X- Strgelar
I—lﬁx— il Elrereel
=~ :_.,_E_ =~ )_E_ Duial

The lexical form of a word is the spelling of the word as it appears in a dictionary. Be
adwvised that the lexical form of a word is alwavys the singuw/iar spelling. For example,
suppose you see the word nasfim and wish to look it up in a Hebrew dictionary. You will
neaed to remember that the singular form of nasfim is actually isfa and then look up the
entry therel

Because of this, I recommend that when first learming a new noun, write out a flash card
with the gender, singular form, plural form and the construct form on the front, and the
definition on the back.

Section Exercises

1. Memorize the section vocabulary (top of the page)
2. Memorize the noun endings table
2. Understand that some nouns use irregular noun endings



4.5 Pluralization Rules

Hebreww NMoun Pluralization Rules

As mentioned in section 4.1, Hebrew adds endings to the basic noun form (shoresh ar
stem) to express gender and numbear. These endings canm be summarized as follows:

Cal Plural Singular
= [l [glalgl=}] Masculine
O — - mx— - Ferminine

wWwhen endings are added to Hebrew nouns, vowel changes, accent changes, and changes
im spelling may occur. This section lists some of the more common changes.

Case 1z Mo Vowwel Change
This class of noun doses not produce any sort of changs apart from the addition of the
plural endings. Often these nouns are monosyllabic or have a reduced first syllable.

rifrer sirE

e A i
mmes e P
EIST -— o
FAIaTT e— 2T

In the examples abowve, there is mno change to the vowels when the endings are added to
the singular form of the word. For example, sfAi (song) uses a Chireg and the Chireq is
retained after the ending is added to the word. (As vou will see, this is often not the
case.l)

Case 2: Propretonic Reduction
Marny nouns that hawve a Qameasts or Tserse vawesl as their first syllable undergo “propretonic
reduction”™ when the plural endings are added to the word:

v =B
e

Tonic Pretonic Propretonic

In the example abowve, when the word davar has been pluralized, the first svllable
(Damets) is reduced to Shewva when the plural ending is added to the word.

le -wa -wot 1-|13:.|2;.|c71 &,
P TS

Tonic Pretonic Propretonic

In the example abowve, when the word fevaw (heart) has been pluralized, the first syllable
(Tsere) is reduced to Sheva when the plural ending is added to the word.

a -na -nim Dq: |: 3—7
o T = By,
A e s

Tonic Pretonic Propretonic

In the example abowve, when the word amnan (cloud) has been pluralized, the first syllable
(Qamets) is reduced to Chateph Patach when the plural ending is added to the word
{remember that a guttural letter cannmot take a vocal shewval.

Case Z: Segolate Nouns

For our purposes, Segolate nouns may be defined as two svyllable nouns that are accented
on the first syllable (often both syllables contain the Segol vowel, though not alwawys).
Basically, segolate nouns form their plural by undergoing “propretonic reduction™ and
lengthening the second svyllable when the plural endings are added to the word.

3 2 1

me 1 knim Y2 |22
- T B ,%C’E-J

e E

Tonic Pretonic Propretonic

The word mefekf (king) is a segolate noun (Mem-Segol-Lamed-Segol-Khaf). When it is
pluralized, howewver, thie first vowel is reduced to sheva and the second vowel lengthens
to Qamets. This same pattern occurs for nefesH (soul), sefer (book), and zera (seaed),
among many others.



The word mefekf (king) is a segolate noun (Mem-Segol-Lamed-Segol-Khaf). When it is
pluralized, howewer, the first vowel is reduced to sheva and the second vowel lengthens
to Qamets. This same pattern occurs for nefesh (soul), sefer (book), and zera (seed),
among many others.

Case 4: Geminate Mouns
A Tgeminate”™ noun has a hidden twin letter that does not appear in the singular form. The
hidden letter reappears in the plural form with a strong dagesh mark:

S XX -— (X)XX

In the diagram above, the (X) character refers to the hidden letter that has been dropped
in the singular form but reappears in the plural, after the endings are added.

Pl SRS
vy - Y
cYrm 44— T

In the first example, the word am (people, nation) reveals the hidden third letkter of the
root when the plural form is shown. In the second example, the word chets (tree) likewise
reveals its hidden third letter in the plural.

Case 5: Irregular Plurals

As you studied in section 4.4, some Hebrew nouns do not follow the standard pattern
when forming their plural. These cases of noun are sometimes called “irregular,” since they
are not the usual form vou might expeckt (English also has irregular plural forms, for
example, the plural of foot is feet, or the plural of child is children). In the case of irregular
Hebrew plurals, vou simply have to memorize the forms.

& Most city names are feminine (even if formed with a masculine ending)

(Yerushalayin)
Most country names are feminine (mitsrayim - Egypt)
Some words are alwavys “dual”™ - (shamayim, mayint)

Some words evidence “defective spelling”™ of their vowels (full vowels with dropped
Vawv or Yod)

Some plural forms use infix letters (anashim - peaople)

Some plural forms use the opposite ending than expected (avot - fathers,

irirm - cities)

See section 4.4 for specific examples.

Section Exercises

Memaorize the basic rules for pluralization and provide one or two examples

2. Syllabify and identify the tonic, pretonic, and propretonic syllables of some plural
nouns you know.

3. Understand how to pronounce segolate nouns



4 6 The Defintte Article

The Hebrew Definite Article

The word "the”™ in Hebrew functions as a prefik to Hebrew words. That is, to maks a
Hebrew word (of either gender) definite, vou add a Hey before the noun. Sometimes
the vowel under the Hey changes, depending on whether the noun begins with a
regular letter or a guttural letter.

CASE 1: Added to a word beginning with a non-guttural letter
The basic form of the article is a Heyv pointed with a patach followed by a dagesh forte
in the following (non-guttural) letter:

- X1

For example:

the king omT = o+ T
the waord amg = = B )
the son 127 = 12+ S22

Motice that when the article is added to the noun, the first letter of the noun takes the
dagesh mark (in the case of davar and ben, the dagesh changes from a dagesh kal to
a dagesh chazak).

CASE 2: Added to a word beginning with a guttural letter

FRecall that a guttural letter cannot take a dagesh mark (i.e., refuse to be "doubled™).
If @ noun begins with a guttural letter, then when the article is added, the patach
under the Heyv "compensates”™ and lengthens to a gamets:

X7
N

a, A, =

For example:
the man ?_“"N:I’ = i + )

Mote, however, that before the guttural letters Hey or Chet, there is no change in the
normal vowel under the article:

XiJ
X

=, i1

For example:

the darkness T = —':_'1— + M

the temple ")T"""r‘_r = ‘—)':'t—r + KT

Finally, if the first letter of the noun is a guttural beginning with a Qamets, the article
changes to Hevy with Segol:

X7
X

y, 7, 7

LI

For example:

-

+ 20

the dust =semT = =
T T - T

s

Mote also that some vowel changes may occur within the word when the article is
appended. This is common for words that include gutturals or geminate (hidden)
letters.

the earth T L . 4
the nation ::7 = g + X
the mountain -|-T|' b + d
the ark T"-|\" T“"_lx + X

The Indefinite Article
There is no indefinite article in Hebrew. For example, the word davar means “word™ or
“a word,” depending on the context.



Proper Mouns
Proper nouns (the specific names of persons or places) are definite by definition, and
therefore do not use the definite article.

Section Exercises

1. Memaorize the basic rules for adding the definite article to nouns beginning with
non-guttural consonants

2. Memorize the basic rules for adding the definite article to nouns beginning with
guttural consonants

3. Explain the difference between a proper noun and a commaon noun

4.7 The Conjunctive Vay

Introduction to the Hebrew Conjunction

Like the definite article, the word "and” in Hebrew functions as a prefix to Hebrew
words. To make a Hebrew word (of either gender) part of a connecting sequence, you
add a Vav before the noun. Sometimes the vowel under the Vav changes, depending
on the consonant that appears at the beginning of the word. This function of the Vav
is often referred to as the "Conjunctive Vav.”

CASE 1: The Basic Form
The basic form of the conjunction is a Vav pointed with a simple Sheva:

3

For example:

and a slave T3y = Ay o+
and a father :;Sﬁ = :;:; + -|
and the king "I'jl,‘:.'_[j = -rl‘-)j-T[ + 1
and the man _‘3:[1 = '_"'"\_q‘T[ £

In these cases, notice that when the conjunctive Vav is added to the noun, there are
no vowel changes. Note also that the Vav can be joined to a noun with the definite
article.

CASE 2: Before "BMP” letters

When the Conjunctive Vav is prefixed to words beginning with Bet, Mem, or Pey ("BMP
letters), the dagesh is lost (since the letter is now preceded by a vowel sound), and
the conjunction takes the form of a Shureq:

- X
T

B, M, 2 (lose dagesh)



For example:

and between ‘[";1'.1 = TI"_-_'[ + 1
and a king -['j!,":j = _|;'j":, +
and Pharoah oreDY = '_‘;-!g_., + 1
and a place :‘|I'J,‘T: = :ﬁl-_),‘;, + 1

In addition, the Conjunctive Vawv may form as Shureq before all consonants that are
pointed with a simple Sheva (except for Yod, see below):

and female -f;ll-‘:l"l = Ta7r o+ N

CASE 3: Before Gutturals with Chateph Forms
When the Conjunctive Vav is prefixed to a guttural letter that has a reduced (chateph)
vowel, the vav will take the corresponding unreduced vowel as its vowel:

- X9
t

D, T, N (guttural with chateph)

-X1 -X1 -X3
AN AN

For example:

and truth mrasa nex o+ 1

and sickness oy = "'l?‘__ + 1
T T T :

Motice how the Chateph Segol of the Aleph (in emet) transfers its corresponding
unreduced form (Segol) to the vav, and how the Chateph Qamets {in cheoli) transfers
its unreduced Qamets to the Vaw.

Since Chateph vowels are a form of vocal Sheva, vou can see that by adding a
Conjunctive Vav yvou would have two vocal shevas in a row -- which is forbidden in
Hebrew. This vocalic transfer is sometimes called the Second Rule of Sheva.

There is an exception to this rule for the Mame of God, efofinm:
and God COTTONYT = DTN O+

When the Vav is added, the Chateph Segol of the Aleph (in efofim) transfers its
corresponding unreduced form (Segol) to the Vav but in this case the Aleph goes
quiescent. The Vav "compensates”™ by lengthening from Segol to Tsere. Phew! Better
to just remember the form (this one is hardly confused with other words, anyway).

CASE 4: Before Monosyllabic (single-syllable) words
In the case of single syllable words (as well as some segolate nouns) the vowel under
the Conjunctive Vav is Qamets:

- X7
T
Example:

and a sheep "[R'B'I = TIN"_-; + 1



CASE 5: Before Yod with Sheva
In the case of a word that begins with a Yod having a Sheva, the Conjunctive Vav
combines to form a Chireq Yod vowel:

=Y+

Examples:

and Jerusalem :'f'l?;‘ﬂ'r"! = E‘I‘"':J'_'T"’IT + 1
and Judah M = ‘[-|T?|-[j + 1

The First Rule of Sheva

The last examples illustrate a phonetic pattern that occurs so often that grammarians
have dubbed it a "rule.” The first rule of Sheva states that two shevas at the start of a
word results in Chireq in a closed syllable:

XX =X +X

Thus:

to/for prophets :E":l]l_ﬂ
for covenant 1'|"'|:l"}1

R
mae 9

Assorted Examples of the Conjunctive Vav

A zon and daughter nan T:
A word and truih iphsh | 1;-|T
Devid and Abraharm ::['l:[;\_"j '|'|-|T
David, Abraham, and Ruih mm ::f'l:lh_“l =17
Abraham and lssac I'HT'_J"I - :l"l:lh_"
Abraham and lsaac and :lFJLT:'I F”:’E"'I O :f-]T:HS
Jacoh o S '

Section Exercises

1. Infer additional Hebrew vocabulary from the examples provided on the page.
Use your Hebrew dictionary and write out a new flashcard for each word.

2. Memorize the basic rules for adding the Conjunctive Yav to nouns beginning
with non-guttural consonants

3. Memaorize the basic rules for adding the Conjunctive Vav to nouns beginning
with guttural consonants



4.8 The Construct Chain {(word pairs)

Introduction to the Hebrew Construct Chain

When two (or more) nouns appear together (either by juxtaposition or by means of a

maaqaqgef), they are said to be in a "contruct relation™ to one another. For example:

wive mmu!
absolute construct
e " "of" relationship

The first noun of the pair (dvar) is said to be in "construct™ relationship with the following
noun (isH), which is said to be in the "absolute”™ state. Wheaen two nouns appsar in a row
likke this, the relationship expressed between them is one of possession, and the first

word of the pair should be translated with "of” following it (d'var: word of, and isfh, a man).

A pair of words in the construct state is considered a single unit. Phonetically, the accent
shifts away from the first noun to the absolute noun, and this loss of stress causes
changes in the word’s vowels. For example, davar changes to dvar.

The lexical form (or dictionary definition) of a noun is always listed in the singular absolute
form (for example, the word dawvar is listed as a masculine singular noun). Howeaewver, you
will need to be familiar with the construct spelling of Hebrew nouns (both in the singular
and in the plural) since the construct relation is common in the Scriptures. Unfortunately,
the vowel chanages are hard to master; fortunately, if vou have memorized the absolute
form, vou shouldnt hawve too much trouble recognizing the construct form when yvou see it.

The nouns we have learned so far are all in the absolute state. A word in the absolute
state may stand alone; on the other hand, a word in the construct state never stands
alone (it's always seen as the first word of the pair).

Morphology: Masculine Singular Construct Forms

When a masculine singular noun is in the construct state, it Mmay or may not undergo
vowel changes.

Consider the following examples, all of which hawve masculine singular nouns in the
construckt state:

transiation ms constr +word ms abs
. — I'—]..i - I'—]nu‘ - |.—]1u\

a king of peace =7 22 -[ = -[ =
a word of God :".‘[1_,13 a7 =am
N - H - H T T

the house of Israel e A ] 2
N = - =

a hand of a man :"‘S -1 ="

T

In the first example, mefeks (king) does not change its vowels when it appears in the
construct (melfekh shalom). In the second example, however, the word davar does change
its wvowels (dvar). In the third example, the vowels for bayit (house) change when acting
as a construck (bet), as does the last example yvad (hand). (Mote that the third example is
made definite since the absolute noun is also definite [see below]).

Mote that "a hand of a man™ is not really great English; we could translate this phrase as
"a man's hand”™ without misrepresenting the Hebraw.

There are a lot of complicated rules that help to make sense of these vowel changes, but
the easiest thing to do is to simply try to memorize the construct form along with the
absolute form -- or minimally to be aware that the absolute form’s vowels might change
when the noun appears in the construct relation (Il have more to say about the way I
remember the vowel changes below).

Morphology: Feminine Singular Construct Forms

When a feminine singular noun is in the construct state, it may or may not undergo vowel
changes, but if the word ends in a Hey, it changes to Tawv.

Feminine Singular Ends

CoRSEr abs

ES X [ TTX-




Consider the following examples, all of which are feminine singular nouns in the construct
state:

transiation s constr +word fs abs
a beast of a field '['I_T bty gt '[.'T:'I':L
a family of peace :""TJ_T ﬂ‘:g_.‘: 'I"T'g_.":
a woman of heart :1;1‘71 H_R E",_"
a man’s mare ';"‘E'HQWD 'I';.-T'lC-

In each case above, the characteristic feminine singular noun ending (Hey-) is replaced
with the Tav and the vowels have been modified in the construct forms. Note also that the
last example uses a maqqef between the nouns.

Morphology: Masculine Plural Construct Forms

When a masculine plural noun is in the construct state, the ending changes to Tsere Yod
and there may be vowel changes in the word.

Masculine Plural Ends

constr abs

-‘K- :"l.x_

Consider the following examples, all of which are masculine plural nouns in the construct
state:

transiation mp const -+ ward i
the people of Israel '71," T," "__,‘:;‘ :'"_‘_":,‘_\'_‘
the sans of Israel ‘jR-L" ‘_,: :‘;-T
the hands of Jesus ,':"'|_‘ "l‘ :"l_:

a man's horsas =TRTRR =00
In each case above, the characteristic masculine plural noun ending is replaced with the

Tsere Yod and the vowels have been modified in the construct forms. Note again that the
last example uses a maggef between the nouns.



Morphology: Feminine Plural Construct Forms

When a feminine plural noun is in the construct state, the characteristic femining plural

ending (Cholem Tav) does not change (it is a long, unchangeable vowel), though there
may be vowel changes in the word.

Feminine Plural Ends

consty abs

M- IX-

Study the following examples, all of which are feminine plural nouns in the construct state:

transiztion for constr +word T
families of a nation U '|"'":'_'.'“‘ 1'|"'":'_'."2
names of fathers 'l":l‘\. -I"!.':'.' 1'|"!.':','
a man’s daughters i WM _.:1 ﬂi!:.;l
fathers of a nation M7 :lh J'I'i!:li;\"

In each case above, the characteristic feminine plural noun ending is retained but the
vowels have been modified in the construct forms.

Summary of the Noun Endings

The following table shows the noun endings vou have learned, along with the construct
form endings:

Noun Endings

Feminine Masculine
cotistiict ahs cotstiact ahs
TX- | DX/ % Stnguiar
rli'X- I-Il-]x_ - K‘ : - X-' FPhlural

Mote: Dual forms use the same endings as the Masculine Plural construct.



Definite Nouns and Construct Chains

When the second word in the pair (the absolute noun) is definite, the entire construct is
considered definite (and conwversely, If the second word is indefinite, the entire pair is
indefinite). In other words, the “definiteness”™ of the entire chain is determined by the
absolute noun’s state. If the noun is definite (i.e., has the definite article or is a proper
noun), then the chain is definite as well.

For example, the following word pair has an indefinite absolute noun (no article):

indgﬁnﬂe
EEEER=N

absolute construct

We would translate this word pair as "a word of a king.”

However, if the absolute noun is made definite, we would translate it as “the word of the
king™:

makes definite

Elple il =t

absolute construct

Motice that we would not translate this pair as "the word of a king”™ {other constructions in
Hebrew would be used for that meaning). Remember: if the absolute noun is definite, the
construct noun is made definite as well.

In the next three examples, each word pair is definite since the absolute noun i1s a proper
noun:

makes definite

RN

absolute construct

"The son of David.”
makes_ _definite
- ¥
b m A=k N

absolute construct

“"The day of the LORD.™

makes definite
PNt M2
absolute construct

"The house of Israel.”™

MNote: One implication of this grammatical relationship is this: A noun in the construct state
never takes the definite article (i.e., whether it is definite or not depends solely on the
absolute noun to which it is joined).



Irregular Construct Forms

Finally, some construct forms are “irregular”™ in their spelling and must simply be
memaorized. Here is a list of the more common ones yvou will encounter in the Scriptures.

conruct abs
akal hmaial sing
house — - __.' -
bgiat miaknial i
c T N T
mi=! 12 sing
s0H b b
3z =eia e
Tt T
=13 o s
day _
'ﬁl‘:_"i :"il‘:"i plur
g=bi) b sing
people —_= :'r -‘l‘_'P'T |
e =mal P
_:.'.,‘.-. :.'.,E sing
man LT TR R T —— b 103
= = e,
N i s
WOMan " - T
M [ Pl
- b
—'I-q_-n_-. o sing
father . L T .
maN M2 flLr

Mote especially the last example. This is not a typo. You will see this irregular form also
appear in other words (such as akf, brother).

Study Tip

When I write a vocabulary card for a Hebrew noun, I will include the four forms listed
above (as well as the gender) on the front of the card, and the definition of the noun on
the back. It's a bit tedious to do it that way, but it helps you master the various changes
in spelling you will see when reading from the Scriptures.

Section Exercises

1. Infer additional Hebrew vocabulary from the examples provided on the page. Use
yvour Hebrew dictionary and write out a new flashcard for each word

2. Memorize the basic rules for using the construct relation and how the construct form
appears for various nouns you know

2. Memaorize the noun endings chart that includes the construct endings



4.9 Unit Four Summary

Unit Four Summary -

The Least you should know...

After studying Unit Four, you should have mastered the following material:

General Properties of nouns
A noun is a name (nomen) given to an person, place, or thing. Mouns have the following

properties:

Gender (masculine or feminine)

Mumber (singular, plural, or dual)

Person (first, second, or third)

Case (subject, object, or construct-possessive)

Ll

In general Hebrew uses endings to indicate these various properties of nouns. By learning
the root (or stem) of the noun and its endings, you will begin to understand the way
nouns function in Hebrew sentences.

MNoun Endings

Keeping in mind that some masculine nouns take feminine plural endings (e.q., avet) and
some feminine nouns take masculine plural endings (e.q., nashim), the following chart
summarizes the most common noun endings encountered in Biblical Hebrew:

F. M.
nX- /7% Singular
X< mp K' FPlural
= g_ = }_i_ Ll

When endings are added to Hebrew nouns, vowel changes, accent changes, and changes
in spelling may occur. Review Section 4.5 for more information.

The lexical form of a word is the spelling of the word as it appears in a dictionary. Be
advised that the lexical form of a word is always the singular spelling.



IMPORTANT MOTE: Initially I was planning to include a vocabulary list for each
Section of the online grammar, but upon further reflection, I have decided against
doing so. The reason is technical: it simply takes too much time to make graphic
images of the word lists (and, if I did do this, the pages would load slowly on your
computer). For example, here is a list of a few nouns from a decent Hebrew
dictionary:

-

X father, "IN ms constr, NI2N plural

4

1AM stome (f5); CMAN plural; YIAN plural constr.
'I;ﬁ_h.: lord;, master; sir; "'J__H‘j Lord (plaral)
DTN Adam, man, C71% Y13 (sons of man; mankind
.-”1;_‘[;_" Land, earth; lnwvas; TR27TIN f=. constr; J'I'-I?‘.'.‘_!}}:: plaral

At this point in vour studies, yvou should buy either a good Hebrew-English
dictionary or use a Biblical Hebrew word frequency list. I'm sorry, but re-creating
such a listing for all the words in Biblical Hebrew would be an enormous project that
would really be re-inventing the wheel, anyway. Besides, yvou will want a good
Biblical Hebrew dictionary when you are reading from the Scriptures.

.-.--:
Hebrew
[y

L =

For beginners, the Langenscheidt’s Pocket Dictionary - Hebrew to Engish -is a good

value and will complement this web site nicely. Click here to order one.

The Definite Article

The basic form of the article is a Hey pointed with a patach followed by a dagesh forte in
the following (non-guttural) letter:

>

If a noun begins with a guttural letter, then when the article s added, the patach under
the Hey "compensates”™ and may change. Some vowel chanaes may also occur within the
word when the article is appended (see Section 4.6 for more information).

There is no indefinite article in Hebrew and proper nouns are definite by definition.

The Conjunctive Vav

Like the definite article, the word "and”™ in Hebrew functions as a prefix to Hebrew words.
To make a Hebrew word (of either gender) part of a connecting sequence, vou add a Vav
before the noun. Sometimes the vowel under the Vav changes, depending on the
consonant that appears at the beginning of the word. This function of the Vav is often
referred to as the "Conjunctive Vaw.”

The basic form of the conjunction is a Vav pointed with a simple Sheva:

When the Conjunctive Vav is prefixed to words beginning with Bet, Mem, or Pey {"BMP
letters), the dagesh is lost (since the letter 1s now preceded by a vowel sound), and the
conjuction takes the form of a Shureq.

When the Conjunctive Vav is prefixed to a guttural letter that has a reduced {(chateph)
vowel, the Vav will take the corresponding unreduced vowel as its vowel.

There are other vowel changes that occur with the conjunctive Vav. See Section 4.7 for
more information. (There are also other uses of the Vav that will be discussed, I¥'H, later
in this grammar.)



The Construct Chain

When two (or more) nouns appear together (either by juxtaposition or by means of a
maqaqef), they are said to be in a "contruct relation” to one another.

The first noun of the pair is said to be in "construct” relationship with the following noun ,
which is said to be in the "absolute” state. When two nouns appear in a row like this, the
relationship expressed between them is one of possession, and the first word of the pair
should be translated with "of” following it.

A pair of words in the construct state is considered a single unit. Phonetically, the accent
shifts away from the first noun to the absolute noun, and this loss of stress causes
changes in the construct form's vowels.

You identify the construct noun in a word pair by means of endings:

Heminine Masculine
constract abs constract abs
X | DX /X Singuiar
I—mx_ I—mx_ ﬁx_ :ﬁx_ P.-!'umf

Definite Nouns and Construct Chains

When the second word in the pair (the absolute noun) is definite, the entire construct is
considered definite (and conversely, if the second word is indefinite, the entire pair is
indefinite). In other words, the "definiteness” of the entire chain is determined by the
absolute noun’s state. If the noun is definite (i.e., has the definite article or is a proper
noun), then the chain is definite as well.

make;‘._ g‘iiefinite
ahiahi =k
absohrte  construct
"The day of the LORD”

Irregular Construct Forms

Finally, some construct forms are “irregular”™ in their spelling and must simply be
memaorized.

contruct abs
RIEONREE I
WOMEn . . __I’.h
LR TN
‘- h ‘- plur
= . -

Review Section 4.8 for additional details of the Hebrew construct chain.



Unit Five - Learning Hebrew Adjectives
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An adjective is a word that is used to UNIT FIVE CONTENTS

describe or qualify a noun. Hebrew
adjectives function similarly to English

=S

Properties of Adjectives
Patterns of Inflection
Attributive Usage
Predicate Usage
Substantive Usage
Comparative Usage
Demonstrative Adjectives

Objective:

] . . Adjectives and Waord Pairs
e After studying this unit, vou should be J

able to understand the basic grammar
of the adjective in biblical Hebrew and
begin identifying various adjectival
phrases and constructions in the
scriptures.

5.1 Properties of Hebrew Adjectives

Adjective Properties

Hebrew Participles

s B e e A il
RO BN WA W N

0 Summary Page

An adjective is a word used to "modify” or Tqualify™ the meaning of a noun:
a big man

a holy people

a great nation

In the example phrases abowve, the words big, holy, and great are all adjectives.

In English, adjectives appear before the noun they modify, but in Hebrew adjectives
often appear after the noun they modify:

fransiation ad] naun
a good son s T:L
a wise father el

T T -

Like the nouns they modify, adjectives have certain properties:

+ Gender
Gender i1s a property that indicates the sex of the referent (masculine or
feminine). In Hebrew, a masculine noun requires a masculine adjective, and a
feminine noun requires a feminine adjective (i.e., an adjective must agree with
its noun in gender). Note that the gender of an adjective does not change its
meaning, only its form.

+ Number
Mumber is the property that indicates whether one or more than one object is
referenced when using the word. Hebrew has singular nouns (one object),
plural nouns (more than one object), and dual nouns (a pair of objects). An
adjective must agree with its noun in number: Plural nouns require plural
adjectives, and singular nouns require singular adjectives. Note that adjectives
that are plural in form are singular in translation (for example taff boys; the
word taff in Hebrew would appear in the plural form but would be translated as
a singular term).



+ Definiteness
Mouns can either be definite (either by taking the definite article or by being a
proper noun) or indefinite. Attributive adjectives must agree with their nouns in
definiteness, and therefore may appear with the article.

Since there are two possible genders and two possible numbers, there are four forms
for every adjective, to agree with the four possible forms of nouns. Happily, the
endings for adjectives parallel the endings you have already learned for nouns, so
learning the inflections for adjectives is relatively easy.

Mote: The lexical form of an adjective is always the masculine singular form (this is
unlike nouns that can be either masculine or feminine).

Adjective Usage
There are four basic ways adjectives are used:

1. Attribute Usage
Adjectives that directly modify a noun are called "attributive” because they
attribute a certain characteristic to a noun. For example, in the phrase "tall
bov,” the adjective "tall” is being attributed to the word "bov.” In Hebrew,
attribute adjectives appear directly after the noun and agree in gender,
number, and definiteness.

2. Predicate Usage
When yvou say "the boy is tall,” vou are predicating or ascribing the quality
"tall” to the subject, "bovy.” Predicate adjectives use the word "is” with the
adjective to form the predicate of a complete clause (subject+verb). In Hebrew,
predicate adjectives appear before the noun and agree in gender and number
(but not definiteness). Note that predicate adjectives never take the definite
article.

3. Substantive Usage
An adjective can stand alone and function as a noun. For example, vou could
say “the tall are boys,” the word "tall” could mean “tall ones. ™ Substantive
adjectives always have a definite article (i.e., they are definite in form).

4., Comparative Usage
Adjectives may be used to make comparative statements. In English, we do
this by adding -er or -est to the end of an adjective {round, rounder,
roundest). In Hebrew, a construction with a preposition “from™ {min) 15 used to
make comparatives.

Mote: Compared to some other languages, Hebrew uses very few adjectives, in part
because nouns in the construct state are often used in place of adjectives, and
because Hebrew often uses participles in place of adjectives.



5.2 Adjective Inflectional Patterns

Section Vocabulary

great, big o, llj"-'-f;l LREFIGHRE o, -I';T':
Ol v VT haly e S nie
FIBYW L vivvsisssa ':T: Sl Tll."."l?
Strong .o l-”;‘: evil, wicked ... J ]
WISE L -;1: perfect, complete ............ '"'.‘; .'.T-
beautiful ... E: GO0 mil
very (adv) oo 1.1-‘:.:: much, many ..., iy

Hebrew Adjective Inflectional Patterns

Since adjectives must agree with the noun they modify in gender and number, every
adjective can take four possible forms: two for masculine nouns (singular and plural), and
two for feminine nouns (singular and plural). These forms are changed by means of adding
endings to the stem of the word, much in the same manner as endings are attached to
NoUns.

Basic Adjective Endings
The table below shows the most common adjective endings (called inflectional endings):

F M
T X- -— Singular
A
r|"-'}{- oKX= Flural

These endings are identical to the regular noun endings you studied.

For example, here are the inflections for the adjective tov:
K I
i miis Stngular

I CoANY | Prural




Motice how the endings (indicated in red) are appended to the stem of the word to form
the various gender and number properties of the adjective.

Noun - Adjective Agreement
Adjectives must agree with the nouns they modify in gender and number. For example,
consider the following adjective phrases:

a good daughter .......... -f-".ﬂm I'|:_l agood son mhi 'TIZI.

good daughters ..., i J—IW::} good 5ons :"‘.JE :";:TI.

Motice that the adjective tov is inflected to match the gender and number of the noun it is
maodifying. Mote further that the gender of an adjective does not change its meaning, only
its form. Finally note that adjectives that are plural in form are singular in translation (for
example good sons; the word good in Hebrew would appear in the plural form (tovim) but
would be translated using a singular term, good).

The agreement between a noun and an adjective must occur, even if the noun uses
irregular endings. For example,

agood city.n -f-".ﬂm -I":'.:r a good father ............. mhlis 1$
good cities.oo, ihinkis :"-_I:",:r good fathers...... :"‘.J'E 2N

Patterns of Inflection
Generally, adjectives are inflected in the same way as nouns, with vowel changes that
occur based on the types of consonants that comprise the root of the word.

Case 1: Mo Vowel Change

This class of adjective does not produce any sort of change apart from the addition of the
plural endings. Often these nouns are monosyllabic or have an unchangeably long vowel in
the first syllable.

R 1
1:1& :'lw Singular

J-I":jm :"11;‘_’; Flural




Case 2: Propretonic Reduction
Many adjectives that have a Qamets or Tsere vowel as their first syllable undergo
“propretonic reduction”™ when the plural endings are addeaed to the word:

P AT
b V) =Lt Singrdar
;-m'—r;T‘j = "—_r;:': Floral
. JT
n?ﬂ_[] bﬂ_[:nlr Lirgradar
I'IW'TW_[] :-'71_[] Flural

mMote that this adjective has an unchangeably long vowel (Cholem YWav) in the second
syllable.

F A
e K oo Singedar
h Pyl (o s g Flural

Motice that adjectives with an initial guttural consonant cannot take vocal shewva, but are
reduced to a chateph form.

Case 2: Adjectives that end in Hey

For adjectives whose roots end in Hey, when the endings are added to the root, the Hey
drops off from the word:

P pI%
=" =" Sl
a=n L= ngdar
Imhi=h [enial-ni Floereal
-

When vou see a plural such as yaphim, vou need to remember that it might come from an
adjective that has dropped its final Hey in the root.

Case 4: Geminate Adjectives
A Tgeminate™ adjective has a hidden twin letter that does not appear in the masculine
singular form. The hidden letter reappears in the plural form with a strong dagesh mark:

F Juf
n;—l_ :—I_ Singedar
J'-n:_l_ :-':.—I_ Flural

In the example above, the root actually is Resh, Bet, and Bet, but the doubled Bet does
not show up in the masculine singular.

Finally, there can be vowel changes for some geminate adjectives that have guttural
letters:

F AT
1 m ] Singuiar
b M (il Flural

In the example above, the Ayin cannot accept a dagesh, and the Patach vowel
“compensates” by lengthening to a Qamets.

Section Exercises
1. Memorize the section vocabulary (top of the page)

2. Write out the inflections for each adjective given in the vocabulary
3. Summarize the rules of inflection on a small flashcard



b 3 Attributive Usage of Adjectives

The Attributive Usage of Adjectives

When an adjective is used to directly modify a noun, it is said to be used attributively. A noun
with an attributive adjective is said to comprise an adjective phrase (for example, good man,
where the adjective good modifies the noun man and the two words comprise a phrase).

Attributive adjectives have the following properties:

1. They follow the noun they modify

2. They agree with the noun they modify in:

Gender (masc / fem)

=]

Number (sing / pl)

]

o Definiteness (if the noun is definite, the adjective must be, too)

Examples:

S ma

ms, indef *
) ', * ms, indef

omn man

ms, clef ms, clef

ooimn oonran

mp, def mp, cef

The masculine singular noun bayit ("a house”) is
modified by the masculine singular adjective gadof
("big™). Since both the noun and the adjective match
in gender, number and definiteness, we translate the
phrase as "a big house.”

The definite noun fabayit is modified by the definite
adjective haggadol. Since both the noun and the
adjective match in gender, number, and definiteness,
we would translate the adjective phrase as "the big
house.”

This example again shows that the noun and
adjective agree in gender, number, and definiteness.

Translation: "The big houses.”



The Standard Attribute Adjective Paradigm
We can use the adjective towv with melfekf (a masculine noun) and melfakhah (a feminine noun)
for our paradigmatic examples.

The following table lists the adjective forms when these nouns are indefinite:

ndefinite
Ferinine MMasculines
a good queen ..o ﬁ:_:.'l ) :b-‘: a good king ..o :‘,'Ir‘_" -[b-.: =
good qQuUEERNS ..oee e I'ﬁ:.ﬁm J—Iﬂ:b-’. good kings ..o :":_.ﬂ"’" :":?-‘: =i

The following table lists the adjective forms when these nouns are definite {i.e., take the
definite article):

Definite
Felrrinine MMasculine
the good queen ...... ﬁ;.ﬂun |_r: < .3‘[ the good king ........... :ﬂu.‘r -IH-‘ |—r =
the good queens J—IﬂZﬂUU J—Iﬂ_.. - -:ltf the good kings .. -':ﬂl_."_[ :-':5-3—[ =T

In each case, notice how the adjective agrees with the noun’s gender, number, and
definitenass.

Additional Examples:

:'ﬂ :—T'j nj:\'ﬁ Mote that the irregular m_asc:ulir‘le plur_al r‘n_our‘l fhaavot
takes the regular masculine plural adjective fia-
mp, clef chakframim. Translation: "The wise fathers.”™
my, def

TPTI—[ -Tﬂ o Thg Proper noun !:Jawd is mascullr_‘ne s_lr‘lgular (and _

- T - - definite by definition), and the adjective fhazzaker is
ms, def b et likewise masculine singular and definite. We would

ms, -

- ) translate this phrase as "old Dawvid.”™
proper noun
5 . -—na The proper noun Egyot is a feminine singular noun, and
ﬂ T'l':lﬂ : 1_‘-!3 the adjective here matches. We would translate this
T Hl -

adjective phrase as “great Egypt.”
fs, def
' \_// fS, det

proper noun
fEgypt]

Section Exercises

1. Memorize the standard attribute adjective patterns.

2. Summarize the rules of attributive adjectives on a small flashcard (e.g., that they follow
the noun and must agree in gender, number, and definiteness).

2. From the vocabulary vou already know, create simple adjective phrases, such as "a
good woman,” "the good woman,” "good women,” and "the good women.” Do this for
the following nouns:

o

woman
man
city
Jesus
Moses
land
people

Combine these nouns with the following adjectives:

good
great
old
new
perfect
holy



5.4 Predicate Usage of Adjectives

The Predicate Usage of Adjectives

In English, a predicate adjective is a modifier that follows a linking verb (i.e., "is™) and
describes the subject. For example in the sentence, "lohn is tall”, the adjective tall is being
predicated about the subject, John.

In Hebrew, predicate adjectives can appear before or after the noun and agree in gender and
number -- but net definiteness. In other words, if a noun is definite and the adjective is
indefinite, the adjective is a predicate adjective. Note that a noun with a predicate adjective
comprises a complete clause (in fact a complete sentence may be expressed with a predicate
adjective and a noun, as yvou will see below).

Predicate adjectives have the following properties:

1. They appear before or after the noun they modify

2. They agree with the noun they modify in:

=]

]

[}

Examples:
TN

ms indaf \-/ ms def

A

ms gef \-/ ms fndef

P TN

ms def \/ ms def

Gender (masc / femn)

Mumber (sing / pl)

but not in definiteness

Motice that though both the noun and the adjective are
masculine singular, they do not agree in definiteness. We
would translate these words as "The man is old,”
supplying the linking verb ™is” in our translation.

Motice that in this example, the adjective appears before
the noun - the converse of the above example. We would
again translate this as "The man is old” (or "0ld is the
man”.

The masculine singular definite noun fa-isf ("the man™) is
modified by the masculine singular definite adjective
hazzaken ("the old™). Since both the noun and the
adjective match in gender, number and definiteness, we
translate the phrase as "the old man.” Mote that this is
an attributive - not predicative - usage of the adjective.



Predicate Adjective Paradigm

We can use the adjective tov with melekh (a masculine noun) and mefakhah (a feminine noun)

for our paradigmatic examples.

The following table indicates the predicate adjective function for definite nouns:

Ferminine Mazculine
the queen is good ... -f:T‘L" -f;?r:l-_f the kingis good ... 27 -||-f"|‘:l-_[
the queen is good ......... -f;?::l-_[ -f:Ti':' the kingis good .............. -||7‘|‘:l-_f 29
the queens are good.... 1120 ﬂt‘?.‘;j the kings are good... 0 2 :":'?.‘:l-_l
the queens are gnnd....l-lil:?r;l:[ 7230 | the kings are goad... :":?.‘J-_[ mia s

Important note: Predicate adjectives never take the article. That is, you can have a definite
noun with a definite adjective (in which case the adjective functions attributively), or an
indefinite adjective with a definite noun {in which case the adjective functions predicatively),
or an indefinite noun with an indefinite adjective (in which case the adjective’s function is
determined by context), but vou cannot have a definite adjective with an indefinite noun:

Adjective Noun Usage
definite definite Aitributive
(23T (LPNT) {the good man)
indefinite definite Pradicative
=hiL) N (the man is good)
indefinite indefinite Hithar
(271} (L N) {good man) or (a man 15 good)
definute indefinite does not occur

Mote that generally an attributive adjective follows a noun (ha-ish ha-tov), whereas a
predicate adjective may appear either before or after the noun (ha-ish tov or tov ha-ish).

Additional Examples:
v ngl
ms def \ / ms incef

Here the masculine singular adjective yapheh
appears with the proper noun Yeshua. Translation:
"lesus is beautiful” (a3 true statement, as well).



iy Ml kb oty

mp fndef ’\-/ mp def

TPT TN

fs indef \-/ fs indef

A '12;:7:':113

ms def \—/ ms indef
[compund]

23 ENT P

ms daf
ms s
indaf indaf

Section Exercises

The masculine plural noun fabbanim appears with
the masculine plural adjective chakhamim. The
words agree in gender and number but not in
definiteness, so the adjective functions
predicatively: "The sons are wise.”

In this case, though both the noun and the
adjective agree in gender and number, they are
both indefinite, so we can translate attributively as
"an old woman” or predicatively "a woman is old,”
depending on the context.

In this example, two adjectives are combined to
form a compound predicate adjective. We translate:
"Good and upright is the LORD” (Psalm 25:8).

In this example, notice that there are two
adjectives that are both modifying the same noun
(ofd and heavy). We would translate: "The man is
old and heavy”™ (1 Sam. 4:18). Mote that kaved
means “heavy.”

1. Memorize the standard predicate adjective paradigm.
2. Summarize the usage of predicate adjectives on a small flashcard (e.q., that they must
agree in gender, number, but not definiteness). Provide simple examples to help you

remember the rules.

3. From the vocabulary you already know, create simple adjective phrases, such as "a

o

woman is good,
kings are evil.”

the woman is good,

o o

the man is wise,” "Moses is old,” and "the



5.b Substantive Usage of Adjectives

Section Vocabulary

she /it (3fz pronoun’y ... N."j he /it {3ms proroun) ... w7
they (3fp pronoun) . ... -f!-f }'“Tl-f they (3mp pronount.. 111 ,"rl_-r
WOURG (3ET) 0 veeereeeeeeiin, s BIACK (SEY voereeeereieeeens it
boy (rms moun o -f‘j"' white (23 T.:T?
girl {fs rourd . -f_T|72 name {(rm nounr) ... J-I'.'u‘:’;:' / :';__'.
heawvy, weighty (adiy .......... -f::_r living, alive (adid ..., "':

Mote: The third person subject pronouns are listed here for your reference, but will not be
studied until Unit Six.

The Substantive Usage of Adjectives
An adjective can stand alone and function as a noun. When it does so, it may function as
the subject or object of a verb, and it always appears with the definite article.

When you encounter a definite adjective that does not seem to modify a noun within a
sentence, it may be a substantive adjective. Translate the adjective with an implied
"one” (for singular forms) or "ones™ for plural forms.

Substantive Adjective Paradigm
We can use the adjective tov for our paradigmatic examples:

Ferminineg Masculine
the good {one) ..., j:":‘j the good {one) .......... :":‘j s
the good {onesy ........... J-I'|:'|L'-":r the good {ones) ... :":"L'-":f i
Examples:
1 » In this example, the 3rd person singular masculine
miyichy! NI Pe, TS ST PETEOn SIngtar ¢

- personal pronoun (“he” or "it") is used with the

ms def ms definite masculine singular adjective hattov. The

adjective here functions substantively and we

DErs. pron _
translate: "He is the good (one).”



ghyichy

5 def

N

5 pers. pron

C

D37 TR

mp cef mp pars. pron

minls B aholy by
T T T

ams Qal \‘/ ms def adf

3T

35 Qal fs def acf

Section Exercises

In this example, the 3rd person singular feminine
personal pronoun (she” or "it™) is used with the
definite feminine singular adjective fattovah. The
adjective here functions substantively and we
translate: "She is the good (one).”

The third person masculine plural pronoun (they™)
functions as the subject of this clause. The adjective
is definite masculine plural used substantively, so we
translate: "They are the wise (ones).”

Here the adjective (fhe-chakham) is used
substantively as the subject of the verb shamar. We
translate: "The wise man guarded.”

Here the adjective (hazzakenafh) is used substantively
as the subject of the verb zakhirah, We translate:
"The old {(woman) remembered.”

1. Memorize the section vocabulary (top of the page).
Summarize the usage of substantive adjectives on a small flashcard (e.g., that they
stand alone and function as nouns and that they always appear with the definite
article). Provide simple examples to help you remember the rules.

3. From the vocabulary you already know, create simple substantive adjective
sentences by selecting a noun (as a subject term) or a definite adjective.



5.6 Comparative Usage of the Adjective

Section Vocabulary

fram {preposifton) ... TI": gold {ms) 2-1“;
fram (Brefix) o, Tha A tent(s) (m)........ :"t‘:fﬁf‘?:["‘

Mote: The grammar for the preposition min {and the prefix forms of min) will be
studied in more detail in Unit 7.

The Comparative Usage of the Adjective

Adjectives may be used to make comparative statements. In English, we do this by
adding -er to the end of an adjective (round -= rounder). For example:

The dog is bigger than the cat.

In the sentence above, the dog is being compared to the cat in regard to “bigness”
or size. The cat provides the standard of the comparison (the object of "than™), and
it is predicated that the dog is "bigger than” the cat.

In Hebrew, comparisons are formed by adding the preposition (min) to the word that
acts as the object of the comparison.

Example 1:

ims def s indef ims def

SaRn e ST mhan

the tent \/ﬁ@“ big the house

Since the word house is definite (habayit) and the adjective big is indefinite (gadol),
the adjective gadol is functioning predicatively, so we translate habayit gadol as "the
house is big.” The next word is the preposition min, which means "from.” The object
of the preposition is the definite noun fache!l, the tent. Literally the sentence reads:
"The house is big from the tent.” To use proper English, we would say "The house is
bigger than the tent.” Notice that the adjective gadol changes in meaning from "big”
to "bigger” by means of this construction.



Tip: When min 15 used this way, think of it as meaning "than” regarding the word
that follows it. "The house is big{ger) than the tent.”

Example 2:

s def s indef 7% indef
ZI'IT?: 'H‘::"I 't:lm
goid T J“*{? wisiom good

Since the adjective tovah and the noun chakhmah are both indefinite, the adjective
may be functioning attributively or predicatively. However, since the context here is
one of comparison, we would initially translate predicatively” "wisdom is good.” Next,
the noun zahav has the prefix "mi-" added, so we translate “from gold.” Literally the
sentence reads "Wisdom is good from gold.” Using proper English would render this
as "Wisdom is better than gold.” Again, notice that the adjective tov changes in
meaning from "good” to "better” by means of this construction.

Tip: When min is used this way, think of it as "than” regarding the word that follows
it. "Wisdom is better than gold.”

Example 3:

mp def mp indef mp def

ghitiy i el t M sty

. \v/
w,

This sentence literally reads, "The sons are big from the fathers.” However, since we
are dealing with a comparative adjective phrase, we would translate it as "The sons
are bigger than the fathers.”

big me 5008

e



The Superlative Usage of the Adjective

Adjectives may be also be to make superlative statements. In English, we do this by
adding -est to the end of an adjective (round -= roundest). For example:

The biggest dog...
In English we can also use the adverb "most™ to form superlatives:

The most beautiful girl...
The most holy of holies...

In Hebrew, the superlative is often formed by simply using the definite article.

Example 1:
o daf
—
R
T T =

the beautifil

The word abowe shows a definite adjective. In the proper context, this could be
functioning substantively, atktributively, or as a superlative. If the context indicates
superlative usages, the word would be translated as "the most beautiful.”™

Example 2:

ms def oren ms def oren

= i P Sl SO (oY= S Fr
T = - TIT - -

the great to the small from

(Mote the word ad means "to”™ or "as far as™ here.) This sentence reads “"From the
small to the great” but is better translated as “from the smallest to the greatest.”

Example 3: Use of the adverb "meod”™
The superlative can also be formed by placing the adverb meod (Cvery™) after an
adjective:

TN 2%
very \J good

Depending on the content, we could translate this phrase as "very good”™ or "the
best.”

Example 4: Use of the Construct Relation

mp el ms fnclef
DOYTIRT UP
holy (things) \\_/ a holy (thing)

of

Finally, note that the superlative can also be formed by a construct chain. In the
example above, we would translate the words as "the most holy of holies™ or "the
holiest.”

Section Exercises

1. Memorize the section vocabulary (top of the page).

2. Summarize the usage of comparative adjectives on a small flashcard.

3. Summarize the usage of superlative adjectives on a small flashcard.

4. Write some simple examples to help vou remember the rules.

5. From the vocabulary vou already know, create simple comparative adjective
constructions.



.7 Demonstrative Adjectives

Section Vocabulary

this {adi / pronoun) oo, -fT that {aqi / pronoun) oo, NI
FEW (ST e ':-P: understanding () ... .-f:.T" .
fIFE (M) v '::_‘*_: place, abode (mar ) ... :ill-"\r;
PrEst () '[‘r: VOICE (70 i:"ﬁl--‘
horse (A9 oo oh'e) prophet (md o E"::T
Rt €Y e, TN righteous, just (adi)......... ERE

Introduction to Demonstrative Adjectives

In English, a demonstrative adjective answers the question "which?” by directly pointing
to a noun or pronoun. For example:

This dog is sleeping. (singular) ["This” directly points at the dog.]
These dogs are sleeping. (plural) ["These” directly points at the dogs.]

and

That dog is barking. (singular) ["That” directly points at the dog.]
Those dogs are barking. (plural) ["Those” directly points at the dogs.]

The first pair (this-these) points to something near at hand, whereas the second pair
(that-those) points to something relatively distant or remote from the speaker:

plural singular
these thiz near
those that remote

Mote: the definite article is actually a form of demonstrative adjective, since it likewise
points to the object. E.g., compare: "a dog” with "the dog.”

In Hebrew, demonstrative adjectives function in much the same way as they do in
English. Moreover, they follow the same basic usage rules for adjectives that yvou have
already learned.



Hebrew Demonstrative Paradigms
Here is the paradigm for the "this-these” pair:

Farminine Masculine

(Note that the plural form is the same for both genders.)

And here is the paradigm for the "that- those” pair:

Fernining Masculine

that .. N that o, A b I
EROSE ©vvvvessessens s, TN/ T | those v /oo

(These forms are identical to third-person personal pronouns which we will study in
Unit 6.2. Mote that the plural for both genders take two different forms.)

Usage of Demonstrative Adjectives

Demonstrative adjectives follow the same rules as other adjectives, and can be used
either attributively or predicatively.

1. Attributive Usage

When a demonstrative adjective is used to directly modify 2 noun, it is said to be used
gttributively. & noun with an attributive adjective is said to comprise an adjective phrase
(for example, this man, where the adjective this modifies the noun man and the two
words comprise a phrase).

Attributive adjectives have the following properties:

1. They follow the noun they modify
2. They agree with the noun they modify in:

]

Gender (masc / fem)

Number (sing / pl)

o]

Definiteness (if the noun is definite, the adjective must be, too)

[ %]



Examples:

Fernining
this woman ........ DNTT AN
these women ..... -f""'\‘j :‘":g:f

Ferminine
that waman ....... ';\“'j:[ -["TK-,[
those women ....... -[Jj.-[ :-.,:J:r

Masculine
this man ... -TT-_[ ':"E.-f
these men.... -f""'\‘j :"'_.':Tﬁ:j
Masculine
that man .......... N1 ':"K.-f
those men....... :j.T -"'__':.TE.-T[

=

)

5

pi

In these examples, notice how the demonstrative adjectives appear after their nouns

with which they agree in gender, number, and definiteness. In each case the adjective is

being used attributively.

Other Examples:

This place ...
This land ...
These words i e

This good man .o

.......... i

mh bty

.......... ANTT TN
vin -fz‘ -[ -"-|-'I_'-|‘
a1 mildehy r--\-[

This good Tarah oo, FINTTT .-[:Tm_'-":f .-[-IT'L'.-I:[

Those good women

This rightecus judge ..., .-[T.-f -"'-fé-_f

That new book oo

N7 L '1 1 =07

................. M7 M2 oW

gy

Motice especially that a demonstrative adjective will occur after any other attributive
adjectives that might modify the noun in a phrase (for example, in the phrase ha-ish
hattov hazzeh, the demonstrative adjective appears after the adjective fattov.)



2. Predicate Usage (Demonstrative Pronouns)
Recall that predicate adjectives have the following properties:

1. They appear before the noun they modify
2. They agree with the noun they modify in:

[w]

Gender (masc / fem)

MNumber (sing / pl)

Q

but not in definiteness

o]

When a demonstrative adjective functions this way, it is actually behaving substantively
as a pronoun (which we call a demonstrative pronoun).

Examples:
Ferinine Masculine
this is . . this i= )
the waman .......... i A T the man «.ooooiiiiiin, . - B I R
= ah ] Il
these are . \ these are . \
the women ....... i by B b the men......... COUINT TN =
Fermiinine MMIsculine
that is . that is .
ITRIXY & CEN] = *
the woman .......... TSN W the man ............... N XA =
those are ) those are .
— oy b — s W —
the women ........ (eGP BN 1P| the men............ CYJINT ST o

In these examples, notice how the demonstrative pronouns appear before their nouns
with which they agree in gender, number -- but not in definiteness.

Other Examples:

This is the house ... .. J-I";-_T -TT
This is the good man ... 2T LN T
These are the good people ....... (miabe el by :-";_i:TE:[ ) ‘71‘
That is the good ward ... :i':'j -|:T_1-j N
These are the words ... :‘-IET_-_T -fh,"b_\‘
This s the day oo e e :ﬁ“j T
The LORD i5 GO «evvreereeeeieeeness, COTTONT X T

Motice that a demonstrative pronoun appears before any other attributive adjectives that
might modify the noun in an adjective phrase (for example, in the phrase zeh fha-ish
hattow, the demonstrative pronoun appears before the entire adjective phrase).

Blural singelar

F ] m 7 m

TN PINRT | AT | nee
'[I—r :-r E"—r Ej—r remaofe

Section Exercises

Memaorize the section vocabulary (top of the page).

Summarize the usage of demonstrative adjectives on a small flashcard.
Write some simple examples to help vou remember the rules.

From the vocabulary vou already know, create simple constructions using the
demonstrative adjectives and pronouns.

BWNe



5.8 Adjectives and Word Pairs

Adjectives and Word Pairs

As yvou learmed in Unit 4.8, when two (or more) nouns appear together (either by
juxtaposition or by means of a maggef), they are said to be in 2 "contruckt relation”™ to
one another. Nouns in a construct relationship are never separated but always stand
as a distinct grammatical unit. Therefore, if either of the nouns is modified by an
adjective, the adjective is placed after the pair in order to keep the nouns together.

Examples:
makes definite This is a simple word pair meaning “the
A house of Israel” (the pair is definite, of
course, because the noun Yisrael is a proper

noun). So far so good.

PR |

Mote: if this is unclear to you, please review

absolute  construct section 4.8.

e In this example, the adjective haggado! is
masculine, singular, and definite, and
therefore (since adjectives must agree with

jj—m;—r h/"s'\‘-lt-“ A their r‘u::uns]! madjfies the word bet, We }
T - T R translate this as "the grest fouse of Israel.

ms def -~ ;-r ms def

In this example, note that the adjective

s def \ fs def hagedofahr is feminine singular definite, and
) B therefore modifies the word Yisrael, We
=S SNEEY mMm would translate this phrase as "the house of

great Israel.”™

Here are some more EKEI”"ID'ES:
» b ko]

1”.:” .‘-BI-
ST i

In the example above, we have a simple construct relationship between the masculine
plural noun mafkhei (kings of) and the feminine singular definite noun ha’lr (the city).
We would translate the Hebrew as "the kings of the city.”

MU wn oo

T T T .

Motice that the adjective here (hara’af) is feminine singular definite, and therefore
modifies the noun fafr. We translate: the kings of the evil city.

=W W =

Motice in this example that the adjective haraim now agrees with the masculine plural
noun mafkhei, and we translate "the evil kings of the city.”



Ambiguous Cases

In both sets of examples given above, it is easy to see which noun in the word pair is
modified by the adjective, since the adjective matches the noun in gender, number,
and definiteness. However, there are cases where it is not so clear. For example,
consider the following:

CoaMT oYY N

In cases such as this, it is not clear which noun is being modified by the adjective,
since both nouns share the same gender and number. This phrase could therefore be
translated either as "The good sons of the people,” or "The sons of the good people.”

In such cases, you will need to rely on context and logic to make a sound exegetical
decision.

More Examples
Here are some examples taken from the Tanakh:

the son of this woman nNT S 1,'_-"‘&]'[_13.
(1K 319 - T
the voice of the Living God k) :"]‘[5;{ L)"D
(Deut 5:26)% o . |
the great day aof the LORD ‘j‘l"l']]'l' mhmha=hh
{Zaph. 1:14) T T

Section Exercises

1. Summarize the usage of adjectives in relation to a word pair on a small
flashcard.
2. Write some simple examples to help you remember the rules.



b 9 Hebrew Particples

Section Vocabulary

Active Participle Form ...... KX'IX Passive Participle Form ... XXX
to guard S keep...oooon r_ﬁf.'.;' toeat....oo ;;S
T QIvE If:l; talearn ..o .‘_:?
to finish. o -]"—:':1 B0 WIIER i 20z

* b ]
towalk Sgo. _[b::r tosay......... |section 'I.l'l:nt.fll:lul.flry'|‘-]'_:"H:‘I
to stand .o T_J.U togive birth ..o _f?"
0 Kl et 5@E EO SIT e tvt e e aun
TO know Uj: tolove.....ooo :U?S
to hEar. o 1??_21‘.;‘ toblass .o _[-l:;
tosend ..o _'-[5'-:.".!i tojudge...oooo I‘l-_ (]
tosEE ... INT to build ... 112

Introduction to Hebrew Participles

Hebrew participles are “verbal adjectives,” meaning that they function like adjectives
though they are constructed from verbs. Participles use the same endings yvou have
learned for nouns and adjectives, so learning their inflections is easy.

Hebrew participles have the following properties:

Gender: (masculine or feminineg)
MNumber: (singular or plural)
Definiteness: (article or no article)
Voice: (active or passive)

S N I W

The active voice indicates that the subject is the doer of the action:
"lohn hits the ball.” (John acts, namely, by hitting the ball)

The passive voice indicates that the subject is acted upon by the verb:
"lohn was fit by the ball” (John is acted upon)

Motice that in English the voice of the verb changes the form of the verb: hits --= was hit.
The same sort of thing happens in Hebrew, where vou will see spelling changes for passive
voice participles (in Biblical Hebrew, most participles you will encounter are Qal active
participles (the simple or base form of a Hebrew verb is referred to as Qaf (light)). Passive
participles are relatively less used).



1. Active Participles

Like adjectives, participles must agree with the noun they modify in gender and number,
and therefore can take four possible forms: two for masculine nouns (singular and plural),
and two for femining nouns (singular and plural). These forms are changed by means of
adding endings to the stem of the word, in the same manner as endings are attached to

nouns.

The basic pattern for the active participle is as follows:

XXX

s A
X /o )T{_ — wingular
J—HX- - _‘)I(_ Flural

Motice that these are the same endings you studied for nouns and adjectives. What is
different, however, is the schema showing "XXX" with a characteristic vowel pattern.
These ¥'s refer to the root letters of a given verb, and the Cholem Vav after the second
letter is the characteristic “sign™ of the gal active participle (note that the Cholem often
appears instead of the Cholem Vav in the pattern, and this is known as defective spelling).

An example should make this clear:

guarding 1 rj E-.

F jit
M EES
I'l"l‘l?li‘.f' - "-Irjf."_f' Flural

The vowel pattern for the root letters can vary depending on the "class”™ of verb (strong or
wealk) being inflected. For instance, the pattern for shamar, to guard is as folllows:

XXX

F o
np{x XXX | Smgidar

ﬂﬁXXX a| ﬁp{){ Phural

There may be slight variations in spelling that vou will see with participle forms of verbs,
but the Cholem (or Cholem Vav) between the first and second root letters remains

constant throughout the inflections.



Additional Examples:

learning
R Ad

N30 e | Amgdar

ki b b DD | Fra

In this example, the root letters are Lamed, Mem, and Dalet. Motice how the participles are
inflected according to gender and number.

walking f going

F Id
ﬂ:bn "Tbn Stngalar
=50 oo | Puerar

In this example, the root letters are Hey, Lamed, and Dalet. Again, notice how the vowel
pattern applies to these root letters to form the active participle forms.

WrIEIRE
Ji 2.
mans AND | Sngdar
nianz 0YanD | Fledl

Motice that in this example, the feminine singular (fs) ending i1s Hey rather than Tav. This is
fairly common. But note that the Cholem remains constant throughout the inflections.

hearing
F DT
P U | Smedar
oty ooy Flural

In the example above, the third letter of the root is Ayvin, a guttural letkter. This is known as
a"weak” verb and vowel changes occur as a result (ITI-Guttural type verbs prefer a furtive
Patach under the last letter). You will also see this pattern with the verb yadaf, "to know.”™

beilding
7 L
a ;—: I J: Singeadar
niaa mbbic S B
SEgiRg
B Tt
:—rzsw—l I'[,."I"I Singrlar

Imh b S Flural




In the examples abowve, notice that the third letter of the root is a Hevy, a guttural letter.
Werbs with a third root letter that is Hevy (I1I1I-Hevy) drop out before endings are added, and
vowel changes result. This is something vou will just have to memorize. However, notice
again that the characteristic Cholem Vav remains between the first two root letters
throughout the inflections.

In short, vou will need to be able to recognize the Qal active participle form for a verb
when yvou are reading from the Tanakh. Often this is not as difficult as it may seem, since
the form of the word vou see in the text will indicate noun/adiective ending on a verb. In
cases where yvou are unsure, vou will need to resort to vour lexicon to confirm the
morphology of the word in question.

Uses of the Participle
Participles may be used in the following ways:

e A5 an adjective (a fowing man); agrees with noun in gender, number, definitenaess
e A5 a substantive (The one who foves is good); stands alone
e As awverb (The man foves the woman); subject normally precedes the participle

Adjectival Usage

When a participle is used as an adjective, it will modify a noun (or pronoun) with which it
agrees in gender, number, and definiteness. These are the same rules as other Hebrew
adjectives.

Ferninineg Masculine
sitting queen ...... rl:f.'.-"T' H:b.‘: sitting king ... 21;-'"]" ‘[5.‘3
sitting queens .I'-I"|:f.".f""|"I ﬂﬂ:brﬁ sitting kings ...... :“:_.f."._fiﬂ" :‘:5?3

Examples:

ms indef ms indef
2 W

sitting Uman

In the example above, notice that the participle follows the noun and agrees in gender,
number, and definiteness. We would translate this as "a sitting man™ or "a man who is
sitting.”

fs def = defl

NAYPT TN

the siﬁingUThe woman

In this example, notice that the participle follows the noun and agrees in gender, number,
and definiteness. We would translate “the sitting woman™ or "the woman who is sitting.”™

Substantival Usage

When a participle is used as a substantive, it will act like a noun. Note that participles can
also function in word pairs, so they can take the characteristic "construct form”™ endinags
vou will see on nouns.

0I5y
peace F\_//guarder

Here the masculine singular participle stands in construct relation to the noun shalom. We
would translate this ™a guarder of peace.”

Often participles will function as a noun meaning "the one(s) who.”



Verbal Usage

A participle can also function as a verb in a clause. When 5o used, the participle will not
agree with a noun in definiteness nor will it take the article. Present active participles
express a "continuous” aspect regarding the action of the verb (but the tense or sense of
time of the action is determined solely by context).

The king is sitting ..o, :;*“]" -[‘7?:lt|'

The gqueen is sitting ... J—I;f.;*' ) J'r:‘?.‘:]j

2. Passive Participles

The Qal passive participle occurs much less frequently than the active participle. It's basic
pattern is as follows:

XIXX

F. M.
X/ H }T(_ . Singilar
X< =k ).(' Flural

Motice again that these are the same endings vou studied for nouns and adjectives. What
is different, however, is the schema showing "XXX"™ with a characteristic vowel pattern.
These ¥'s refer to the root letters of a given verb, and the Shureq after the second letter is
the characteristic "sign™ of the gal passive participle {note that a Qibbuts may appear
instead of the Shureq in the pattern). An example should make this clear:

Writien : 1 n;
F I
I'IZTWI'I: :1“:1_ Singlar

I'I']ZWI'I; 0202 | Prural




In general, the vowel pattern for the root letters can vary depending on the "class” of verb
(strong or weak) being inflected, but in every case you will see the Shureq (or Qibbuts)
between the second and third letters of the root of the word.

XXX
F jii)
XXX XIXX | Singuter
NIXIXX e Lot s

|Qal Passive Partidiple Paradigm

The passive participle is used in the same way as an active participle: as an adjective, a
substantive, or as a verb:

The written word {adj) ..., :W‘I:T'U -]:T-IU
The word is written {verb) ..o, :W‘I:T' -IZT-T”j
That which is written {nound ..o, :ﬂf‘l:;tf
The one who is blessed {noun) ... -[7-];:?

Section Exercises

1. Memorize the verbs listed in the section vocabulary at the top of the page. Create
flashcards to help you recall the meanings (note that these forms are listed in the
3ms Qal Perfect form, the "lexical form™ for the verbs).

2. For each verb in the list, write out the four gal active participles forms (i.e., ms. mp,
fs, and fp). Use a lexicon to confirm yvour work.

3. Write a flashcard with the basic vowel patterns for the gal active and passive
participle forms. Write the characteristic vowel for each {i.e., Cholem Vav for Qal
Active, Shureq for Qal Passive).

4. Memaorize the gal passive participle forms for the verb katav,

5. Write some simple examples to help you remember the rules.



b 10 Unit Five Summary

Unit Five Summary -

The Least you should know...

After studying Unit Five, yvou should have mastered the following maternal:

General Properties of adjectives
An adjective is a word used to "modify” or "qualify” the meaning of a noun (or pronoun).
Adjectives have the following properties:

1. Gender (masculine or feminine)
2. MNumber (singular, plural, or dual)
3. Definiteness

The lexical form is the spelling of the word as it appears in a dictionary. Be advised that the
lexical form of an adjective is always the masculine singular spelling.

Adjective Inflections

Since adjectives must agree with the noun they modify in gender and number, every
adjective can take four possible forms: two for masculine nouns (singular and plural), and
two for feminine nouns (singular and plural). These forms are changed by means of adding
endings to the stem of the word, much in the same manner as endings are attached to
nouns.

The table below shows the most common adjective endings (called inflectional endings):

R IE
P& — Singlar
A
r]"}{_ = Flural

As explained in Unit 5.2, there are some changes that occur in the spelling of the Hebrew
adjective when these endings are added.
Attribute Usage

Adjectives that directly modify a noun are called "attributive™ because they attribute a
certain characteristic to a noun. Attributive adjectives have the following properties:

1. They follow the noun they modify
2. Thevy agree with the noun they modify in:
o Gender (masc / fem)
o Mumber (sing J pl)
o Definiteness (if the noun is definite, the adjective must be, too)

Exa:mpfe:
Zhint b

ms, indef &
! . ms, inclef

"A big house”

Additional examples are provided in Unit 5.3.



Predicate Usage

In Hebrew, predicate adjectives can appear before or after the noun and agree in gender
and number -- but not definiteness. Predicate adjectives use the word "is” with the
adjective to form the predicate of a complete clause (subject+verb].

Predicate adjectives have the following properties:

1. They appear before or after the noun they modify
2. They agree with the noun they modify in:
o Gender (masc / fem)
Mumber (sing / pl)
but not in definiteness

]

]

Example:

PT Ny

ms inclef v ms def

"The man is old.”

Additional examples are provided in Unit 5.4.

Substantive Usage

An adjective can stand alone and function as a noun. When it does so, it may function as
the subject or object of a verb, and it always appears with the definite article. When vou
encounter a definite adjective that does not seem to modify a noun within a sentence, it
may be a substantive adjective. Translate the adjective with an implied "one”™ (for singular
forms) or “ones” for plural forms.

Example:

MW NI

ms gaf L/ ms
pers. pron

"He is the good one.”

Additional examples are provided in Unit 5.5.



Comparative Usage

Adjectives may be used to make comparative statements. In Hebrew, comparisons are
formed by adding the preposition {min) to the word that functions as the object of the
COmparison.

Example:
s def s indef ms daf

SaRn g 99T nhan
the tent l‘\/‘ﬁ\ by the house

"The house is bigger than the tent.”

Tip: When min is used this way, think of it as meaning "than” regarding the word that
follows it. "The house is big{ger) than the tent.”

Additional examples are provided in Unit 5.6.

Demonstrative Adjectives

In Hebrew, demonstrative adjectives ("this-these” / "that-those™) function in much the same
way as they do in English. Moreover, they follow the same basic usage rules for adjectives
that yvou have already learned. The basic inflections are as follows:

plural singular
ki .| {m I m
=g MNT =T | fhis - these

I:-r ::—r an Rjn that - those

Attribute Usage

When a demonstrative adjective is used to directly modify a noun, it is said to be used
attributively (follows the noun and agrees in gender, number, and definitenass). A noun with
an attributive adjective is said to comprise an adjective phrase (for example, this man,
where the adjective this modifies the noun man and the two words comprise a phrase).

Example:

i A

ms daf \—/ ms daf

"This man”™



Predicate Usage (demonstrative pronouns)

When a demonstrative adjective functions predicatively, it is actually behawving substantively
as a pronoun (which we call a demonstrative pronoun). Predicate demonstratives may either
appear before or after the noun and agree in gender, number, but not definiteness).

Example:

E‘“‘SU T

ms def \-// ms indef

"This is the man.”

Additional examples of both attnbutive and predicate usage of demonstrative adjectives are
provided in Unit 5.7

Adjectives in Word Pairs

As yvou learned in Unit 4.8, nouns in a construckt relationship are never separated but alwavys
stand as a distinct grammatical unit. Therefore, if either of the nouns is modified by an
adjective, the adjective is placed after the pair in order to keep the nouns together.

Example:

T S

ms def '1' ms def
2Tan PRt N2

"The great house of Israel”

Additional examples are provided in Unit 5.8.

Hebrew participles

Hebrew participles are “verbal adjectives,” meaning that they function like adjectives though
they are constructed from verbs. Participles use the same endings vou have learned for
nouns and adjectives, so learning their inflections is easy.

Active Participles

Like adjectives, participles must agree with the noun they modify in gender and number.
Forms are changed by means of adding endings to the stem of the word, in the same
manner as endinas are attached to nouns.

The basic pattern for the active participle is as follows:

XXX

i AL
- f ;_I,?r(_ L Sisegredar
I_m-x_ = _‘X_ FPleread

Passive Participles

The Qal passive participle occurs much less frequently than the active participle. It's basic
pattern is as follows:

XAXX

i A
- I ;_r?r(_ ___ Sirgrelor
I'IW)(— = _‘x_ Flreread

Examples for both active and passive participles are provided in Unit 5.9.



Unit Seven - Learning Hebrew Prepositions
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7.1 Introduction to Hebrew Prepositions

Introduction to Prepositions

A preposition is a connecting word that indicates a relationship between one word
(called its object) and another word (called its antecedent). A prepositional phrase is
composed of the preposition, its object, and all the object’s modifiers. If the
prepositional phrase modifies a noun or pronoun, it functions adjectivally (as an
adjective phrase); if the phrase modifies a verb, it functions adverbially {as an
adverbial phrase). Some examples will make this clear.

Simple Prepositions
1. Prepositions of Position (spatial relations) -- These include words like "over,”

“under,” "above,” "below,” Ton,” "off,” "between,
Tacross,” etc. For example:

ar o o

beside,” "near,” "around,”™

under what?
sBy vh radi
The grass|[under the old maple tree |was dead.
ante prep oby

\-__/ forepositional phrase]

In the sentence above, the object of the preposition "under”™ is determined by
asking "under what?” (Answer: under the old maple tree.) A prepositional
phrase is composed of the preposition (under]), its object (tree), and all the
object’s modifiers. In our diagram, the prepositional phrase "under the old
maple tree” is used to modify its antecedent (grass) by indicating its position.

o

2. Prepositions of Direction -- These include words like "ta,
“up,” “down,

toward,” “from,”

o

at,” etc. For example:

fo what?
By vh +
The prophet walked [to the temple.]
ante \-_‘/ prep oy
forepositional phrasef



3. Prepositions of Time (temporal relations) -- These include words like
"before,” "during,” " after,” “until,” “till,” etc. For example:

after what?

shy vl .
The elders prayed | after the service ]
ante prep ok
L/ [orepositional phrase]

Here the object of the preposition "after” is determined by asking "after
what?” (Answer: after the service), and the prepositional phrase is used
adverbially to modify the antecedent (prayed) by indicating the time of the
verb’s action.

4. Prepositions of Source, Agency, or Cause -- These include words like "of,”
“for,” "with,” "about,” "regarding,” etc. For example:

of whai?
By vh dfo }
He lifted the cup [of wine.]
", prep eby
&

[orepositional phrase]

Here the object of the preposition "of” is determined by asking "of

what?” (Answer: of wine), and the prepositional phrase is used adjectivally to
modify the antecedent (cup). Other examples of this sort of preposition include:
"a gift for Ruth,” "a boy with freckles,” and "a book about kings,” etc.



Compound Prepositions
& compound preposition is formed when two or more words are combined and

considered a single prepositional unit. In English, some examples would include:
"along side of,” "in case of,” "in addition to,

"o

on account of,” and so on.

Hebrew Prepositions

Hebrew prepositions grammatically function similarly to English prepositions, though
the morphology and syntax is of course different. In particular, Hebrew has the
following kinds of prepositions:

1. Independent Prepositions -- Many prepositions stand alone as a separate
word in a prepositional phrase. Independent prepositions are simply separate
words that stand in front of their objects. So-called "Maqggef prepositions™ are
simply prepositions that are directly joined to their objects by means of a
maqgaqef (hyphen).

2. Inseparable Prepositions -- These are prepositional prefixes attached to their
objects. They are called “inseparable” prepositions because they cannot stand
alone as independent prepositions. There are some rules you will need to learn
about how the vowels change when these prepositional prefixes are added to
other words.

3. The Preposition Min -- This preposition is perhaps the most versatile, appearing
in independent, maggef, and inseparable forms. In addition, min is used to
form comparative, superlative, and other grammatical constructions.

4. Compound Prepositions - A compound preposition is formed when two or more
words are combined and considered a single prepositional unit. In Hebrew
some compound prepositions are formed from two other prepositions {(or from
a noun+preposition combination).

5. Prepositions with Pronomial Suffixes -- Hebrew prepositions can take pronomial
suffixes to function as prepositional phrases.

6. Indicating Possession with Yesh and Ein -- Hebrew does not have a word to
express “have,” or "don't have.” Therefore (in the present tense) possession
(or the lack of it) is expressed by the formula:

Thereisto mex =1 have x
There is notto me x =1 dont have x

i

i



7.2 Independent Prepositions

Section Vocabulary

befare, in front of........0 ":: to, toward, into....o h)ﬂ
L 1 T :3_.7 upon, on, abowe, ahout ... h/’::?
until, unto.. _fz; between ..o T:
after, behind ..... "-I"_-?_\‘ / -I"TS under, instead of..............0 .I"I"Tfj
beside, near........ooon 75}: from, out of oo ‘fl.‘:
WIER L o, N within, in the midst.......... Ehige!

Mote that the preposition et (with) looks identical to the definite direct object
marker. Context determines the usage as either a preposition or as a marker.

Independent Prepositions

Many Hebrew prepositions stand alone as a separate word in a prepositional phrase.
These prepositions are simply separate words that stand in front of their objects, and
yvou will translate them by “reading them off the page” as a separate word.

For example, compare these two sentences:

fo what? r',;. -H_haf'?
shy vh li‘r
He walked [to the city] """'f ‘7&] ‘]‘7"[

sbifvhb

re [=2-1
R-\_ y prep 2 oby prep
fprepositional phrase] fnrepositional phrase]
~—

Motice that the Hebrew preposition ef (to, toward) functions like the English preposition
to does: it takes an object (ha37r), and the prepositional phrase modifies the verb
(halakh), indicating the direction of the verbal action. In other words, the Hebrew
preposition simply stands in front of its object as a separate word, and the preposition
and its object constitute a prepositional phrase.

Examples:

He walked from the city. ... l- 'T“ -Lb'-l'
He sat inside the house. ... =1 -rll—lﬂ :'":_
He went before the king. ..., '['7.:'_r ‘J:‘ll7 -Llj-l'
He sat under the tree. oo e TJ.TJT ininin) :”"'
The king is sitting between the trees. ......... T '|' 2 2T 15‘3"[

In each of these examples the preposition stands alone as a separate word in the
sentence, and translation is simply a matter of replacement of the English equivalent.



Additional Examples:

between the light and between the darkness. ......... : L-']-.::f T';H 713:[ T':

In this example phrase (from Genesis 1:4), note that the second instance of the
preposition ben (between) loses the dagesh because the conjunctive Vav is added
before a "BMP” letter.

and the tree of life was in the midst of the garden. ... 137] -rlf'lﬂ c ol T

In this phrase (from Genesis 2:9), note that the prepositional phrase modifies the
construct chain adjectivally.

Maqqef Prepositions

Maggef prepositions are simply independent prepositions that are directly joined to
their objects by means of a maggef (or hyphen). This is a common occurrence in the
Hebrew Scriptures.

Examples:

He walked fram the City. .., -I"J,J:f-v_: -i?::l'

He walked on the land. ..o, '}’73”‘735 '[5:1
T T - -7

farever (UNtl BEamity ). o :?"ID"‘IJ;-

Motice that in the examples above, the preposition is attached to the object by means
of the magqgef. On account of the magqgef, the preposition is now no longer
“independent,” since it is morphologically connected to the object that follows.

Although there may be vowel and/or stress changes that occur in the object, we will

translate the maggef preposition just as we would an independent preposition.

Section Exercises

1. Memorize the section vocabulary (top of the page)
2. Using vocabulary vou already know, create simple prepositional phrases by
combining prepositions with nouns.



7.3 Inseparable Prepositions

Section Vocabulary

ke, 3. e in, o, By -4
place ..o :WPL to, toward, for ..o, _‘j
battle ..o, 3]_5 temple, palace ... ‘7:":

Prepositional Prefixes

Like the definite article Hey and the conjunctive Vav, three additional letters can function
as a prefixes to Hebrew words. These are Bet (meaning “in,” “on,” or “by™), Kaf
(meaning “like,” or "as™), and Lamed (meaning "to,” or “for”). These prefixes are
sometimes called “inseparable” prepositions because they cannot stand alone as
independent prepositions.

In Hebrew, yvou may add one of these prefizxes before a noun to indicate that the noun is
the object of a prepositional relationship. For example, the word melekh simply means
"king,” but the word femelekh means “for a king” (note how the prefix immediately
renders the noun as the object of the preposition).

Sometimes the vowel under the prefix will change, depending on the consonant that

appears at the beginning of the word. Many of the vowel changes you will see here
correspond with those of the Conjunctive Vav prefix you studied in Unit 4.7.

CASE 1: The Basic Form
X2 X9 -Xa

These prefixes normally join to their objecct using the Sheva:

in a place :']7’?33 = :‘I?.‘: + 2
in a field '-r"r“' = "r"r“' + :1
like a place |_'|:’|...r = |.'|3|.. + :
like a king -[‘j,‘j: = -[‘? + :
for a place :1??;5 = :'1?... + ‘j
for a battle ,‘;]:‘j,‘j‘? = M ;]:‘7‘ + ‘7

In each of these cases, the prefix (with the Sheva) is simply appended to the word to
form the prepositional phrase. Mo vowel changes or other spelling changes occur.



CASE 2: Before Begedkephat Letters
When these prefixes precede the Begedkephat letters, they lose their dagesh lene.

X2 X9 -x2

* \ 4
'\\ |
\-\\ |
PB, 2 % 2 2 (lose dagesh)
Every time a Begedkephat letter begins a word, it takes a dagesh lene. But when a

prefix is added, however, such a letter will lose its dagesh (since it no longer begins the
word). For example:

in a house jmhminl

ma - 3
™

for a covenant ﬂ‘ﬂ:b

(Mote that the second example (Tivrit) undergoes a vowel change that will be explained
in Case 3, below.)

CASE 3: Before Letters with Sheva
The first rule of Sheva states that two shevas at the start of word result in Chireg in a
closed syllable:

XX =X +X

When we add a prepositional prefix to a word that begins with a Shewva, the prefix
therefore takes a Chireq vowel:

X2 X7 X3
N /S
Chireq before Sheva

For example:

for Solomon }'[',‘351‘_?'5 = :'[-.‘3)71'_*‘ + 5
like Soloman Mabedie = mabhyf o+ o
for a covenant l|"|""'|:5 = i i o L/’

Exception: If the word begins with Yod, the Shewva is dropped altogether:

for Judah :‘["1[_'1:'["'5

in Jerusalem :"51"‘_}1"]"3
N .

o1 AR
oow +o2

CASE 4: Before Guttural Letters
If a prefiz is joined to a guttural letter having a compound sheva, the prefix takes the
simple form of the vowel:



CASE 4: Before Guttural Letters
If a prefix is joined to a guttural letter having a compound sheva, the prefix takes the
simple form of the vowel:

x> x5 xa
X 4

D, m, ]l'r, N (esuttural with chateph)
-X> X7 -Xa
AN

For example:

in truth TJH:. = .I—ITJR + :
like a lion N = N+ T
for a sickness '\5]-'5 = "5]-. + 5

T T T :

Motice how the Chateph Segol of the Aleph (in emet) transfers its corresponding
unreduced form (Segol) to the Bet, and how the Chateph Patach (in ari) transfers its
unreduced Patach to the Kaf. You should be able to understand the transference for the
last example, chali

Since Chateph ("reduced”™) vowels are a form of vocal Sheva, you can see that by adding
an inseparable preposition yvou would have two vocal shevas in a row -- which is
forbidden in Hebrew. This vocalic transfer is sometimes called the Second Rule of Sheva.

CASE 5: Before the Definite Article Hey
Finally, if a prefix is joined to a noun with the definite article, a contraction occurs: the
Hevy drops out and the prepositional prefix takes the vowel that was under the Hey:

- X7 + 2

S

taces vowel

Examples:
in the land T-ﬂs:‘# = T'-';"::’ + :L
in the day oy = P +o2
like the king —[5;-3; = —[5;_-,3 + :
for the word  =m== = mmmE o+ &
in the fire _T;..E - _T;.E;:r N 1
to the cities :.'-]135 - :-\j'j;”;r + 5

In each of these cases, notice how the Hey prefix of the definite noun drops and is
replaced with the prepositional prefix.



Section Exercises

1. Memorize the section vocabulary (top of the page)

2. Determine the result of adding the following prefixes to the nouns:

for a son = I: * ‘-/‘
in peau:: = :1‘7?—} + :
like spirit = ]'.W% * :
for the spirit = mmn ‘-/‘
in the place = :1??;5[ + :-
in the cities = oM o+ 2
for the truth = f'l?ﬁs‘;‘ﬁ + ‘j

2. Using your lexicon {and vocabulary yvou already know), append the three
inseparable prepositions to both definite and indefinite nouns.



7.4 The Preposition Min

Section Vocabulary

from, out of {prefix) ........ _:__- _|‘__- from, out of (preposition) ....... 'I;l‘J
TR CFFIY o T‘i sword, knife (fr.............. 2_1]_7
GOl CF 277 ] E= TS mama
fruit Cmd oo "-IE LT 1= T A 1 1 T 'I;El:]

The Preposition Min

o

The preposition min (from,” "out of ") is perhaps the most versatile of the Hebrew
prepositions, appearing both as an independent preposition and as an inseparable
preposition. In addition, min is used to form comparative, superlative, and “partitive”™
grammatical constructions.

As an Independent Preposition
In Unit 7.2 yvou learned that the preposition min can stand alone as an independent
{or maqgqgef) preposition in a prepositional phrase. For example:

He walked from the city. ... .o e '-l"J_J:'Tl'_'T?_: _E?::l'

In this case, min occurs directly before its object and is simply translated "off the page”™
as "“from,” or Tout of” (note that before definite nouns, min is usually joined to its object
with a maggef).

As an Inseparable Preposition

Like the other inseparable prepositions vou studied in Unit 7.2, the letter Mem can
function as a prefix to Hebrew words. For example, the word mefekf simply means
“king,” but the word mimefekfr means “from a king”™ (note again how the prefix
immediately renders the noun as the object of the preposition).

Sometimes the vowel under the Mem prefix will change, depending on the consonant
that appears at the beginning of the word; howewver, the rules for the wvowel changes
are really pretty simple:

CASE 1: The Basic Form

The inseparable form of the preposition min is actually a contraction of sorts. When min
i5 added to a word, the Nun drops off and the first letter of the following word takes a
dagesh (if possible):

aa

-

T IMNupz draps;
Dagesh rext fetter

For example:

from a place :jljlr;,“g = :-llj'? + 'g.‘:
from a king Tomn = o o+
from a house ﬂ";,‘j = j—l"; + Iu‘ﬁ
from a hand "[‘-:_,“; = "['1‘_ + Iu‘ﬁ

In each of these cases, min is added to the word, but the Nun drops off and becomes a
Dagesh in the first letter of the ariginal word (the dagesh appears to "compensate™ for
the loss of the Nun (note that in the third example, the dagesh in Bet changes from Lene
to Forte).



CASE 2: Before Guttural Letters

When min is added to a word that begins with a guttural letter (or the letter Resh), the
Mun drops off, but, since a guttural cannot take a dagesh, and the Mem prefix vowel is
lengthened (from Chireq to Tsere) to compensate:

_X
Y lengthens
», o, aN

amf’j

Here are some examples:

from man iy NI ol N
fram a sword anEs = ame o+ v:
fram a city [ = A o

Mote that in some cases when min is added to a noun that begins with Chet, the
Dagesh Forte is rejected but the vowel is not lengthened:

from outside 'f"j]'ll‘; = 'f"'.'”-l + v:

Before the Definite Article
When min is added to a definite noun, the Hey prefix is not dropped (as it is with the
other inseparable prepositions), and the Mem prefix vowel is lengthened:

from the place :'1?,‘;:[,‘2 = :'llj?;tl' + v_..
from the house nants = nhan o+ v_..
from the maorning "]Flj]:[,‘j = "]P]:'T[ + '(?2
fram the city LS 1 R b R (=

Since Hey is a guttural letter, this change is what you would expect, given the rule listed
above.



The Comparative Use of Min
As vou have already studied in Unit 5.6, comparisons are formed by adding min to the
word that acts as the object of the comparison (i.e., the thing being compared to).

Example 1:
s def s indef ms daf
""I\'I iehint M ehinky
T .- -
the tent l‘\-/\.;? big the house

Literally this sentence reads: "The house is big from the tent” (the tent is the object of
comparison or the thing being compared to). To use proper English, we would say "The
house is bigger than the tent.” Notice that the adjective gadof changes in meaning from
"big” to "bigger” by means of this construction.

Tip: When min is used this way, think of it as “than” regarding the word that follows it.
"The house is big{ger) than the tent.”

Example 2:
ms def f& indef & inderl
:l'ITi‘_: 'H‘:: M "I:H@
gold Q \_/“*@ wisclom good

Literally this sentence reads "Wisdom is good from gold.” Using proper English would
render this as "Wisdom is better than gold.” Again, notice that the adjective tov changes
in meaning from “good” to “better” by means of this construction.

Example 3:

f& indef ms fndef ms indef
0T M 2%

{is) wisdom from wine good
(thanwing)  (better)

In this sentence, the Mem prefix attaches to the object of comparison, wine. "Good than
wine is wisdom,” or "Better than wine is wisdom™ (notice the shift in word order here,
which is common in Hebrew).



The Superlative Use of Min

Recall from Unit 5.6 that the superlative form of an adjective can also be constructed
using the preposition miin.

Example:

DYUINTTR DT SRy

fram the mean the gl"ea‘f(esf} Samuel

Literally this sentence reads, "Samuel {is) the great from the men,” but we render it as
"Samuel is the greatest of the men™ to form a better English construction.

The Partitive Use of Min
Min can also be used to express that its object is a part of something. Context is the key
to determining this usage of the preposition.

Example:

TR

from a fruit
(some frin)

Depending on the context, this could mean "some of the fruit,” or a part of the fruit, etc.
The partitive use of min will be studied later using explicit examples from the Tanach.

Section Exercises

1. Memorize the section vocabulary (top of the page)
2. Determine the result of adding the Mem prefix to the nouns:

from a son = 12+ 12
fram the san = 1]:{ + ].‘2
from spirit = Nk i v:
fram the spirit = ]:1']]:[ + VJ
from the place = :'IP.‘;U 12
from the cities = :"-]lj:'l' + v:
from truth = I'IEN + v:
from the truth = MEN7 o+ 2

2. Using vour lexicon (and vocabulary yvou already know), append the Mem prefix to
both definite and indefinite nouns.

4. Summarize the different uses of the Mem prefix on a flash card and provide
examples from the Tanach.



7.5 Compound Prepositions

Section Vocabulary

FrOm UPOn.. ‘71_7': face(s) ..o :‘;; ! -f:.;
from under ... Arnic before ... ":Ei?‘
fram with / from the.......... J-IE: away from..... ":E-‘:
on account of .. -I;__IT‘L_? in front of. ":E_%‘T;

Hebrew Compound Prepositions
A compound preposition is formed when two or more words are combined and

considered a single prepositional unit. In Hebrew, compound prepositions are formed by
adding two prepositions together or by adding a preposition and a noun together.

CASE 1: Compounds formed from two prepositions

Two prepositions may be (morphologically) joined to form a distinct preposition. For
example:

from upon ‘j};,‘j = ‘j."g + ]FJ
from under nehty = nen o+ vﬁ
from with NN = NN+ vi

In the examples above, the preposition min has been added to other prepositions to
form compound prepositions (if you do not understand the vowel changes, please
review Unit 7.3). (Mote that me’at (the third example above) may also indicate the
preposition miin joined with the direct object marker {(and meaning "for the.™))

Example 1 (Genesis 1:9)

TN DIPEON ST N oMl v
toone place the heaven  from under  the waters ke

collected!

"Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place™ (KIV).



Example 2 (Genesis 4:14)

TRINT 32 PR ST MR QU T

the face of the earth fromupon thisday  me  youhave  behold
cast out

"Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth™ (KIV).

Example 3 (Psalm 108:4[5h])

TR 2NN OMre
i5 your fram upon te for great

chesed heavens

"For thy mercy is great above the heavens”™ (KIV).

CASE 2: Compounds formed from a preposition and a noun

A preposition and a noun may be conjoined to form a different preposition. For example:

because of '];"["73:? = i jn e ‘73;
in the midst of ‘['|r|: = ‘['Ii'l 2
to the midst of _["lﬂ'L)H = _["lrl + L/‘N
before "JE‘? = o2 o+ ‘7

befare the face of "Ja"jjl? = "Jé + ‘j.U

In the examples above, notice how the preposition is added directly to the noun to form
a distinct grammatical construction. In some cases a maggef is used to join the
preposition to the noun; in other cases the preposition is directly prefized to the noun.

Example 1: (Psalm 79:9)
RSMIZ O AITOY WL TON WY
the glory of your Mame  becauseof  God of our salvation Help us!

(Mote that the first syllable of the first word uses a Qamets Chatuph since it is a closed,
unaccented syllable.) "Help us, © God of our salvation, for the glory of thy name™ (KJV).



Example 2: (Genesis 6:11)

SIONT 17 PWT nmym

500 before  theearth  was corrupt

"The earth also was corrupt before God”™ (KIV).

Example 3: (Exodus 14:23)

o1 TIRON

the sea fo the midst of

Section Exercises

This goal of this unit is rather modest: to help you become aware of some additional
forms of prepositions you might encounter while studying the Tanakh. However, these
forms are quite common in the Scriptures, so it is recommended that vou:

Memorize the section vocabulary (top of the page)

2. On vour flash cards for these compound prepositions, write out a few examples

from the Tanakh of their usage.



T.6 Prepositions with Suffixes

Prepositions with Pronomial Suffixes

Introduction

As yvou have already learned, pronomial suffixes can be attached to singular nouns
(Unit 6.7) and plural nouns (Unit &.8). In this unit vou will see that they may be
attached to prepositions as well.

Prepositions are neither singular nor plural, but some prepositions take the suffixes
added to singular nouns (called "Type I” endings) while others take the suffixes added
to plural nouns (called "Type II™ endings). The type of endings attached to a given
preposition must be learned on a case-by-case basis (fortunately, in either case they
are easy to recognize when you see them).

Type I Pronomial Endings
Some prepositions take the pronomial suffixes you have learned for singular nouns.
Following academic convention, I will refer to these as "Type I” pronomial endings:

i m
X K| Fe oy
TX | X |2 o
X Y | 75 hisfher
WX | WX | Ie our
1=X |C2X | 2p your

1 :
‘rlji( OX | 30 their

In the paradigm given above, note that the "X refers to the last letter of the
preposition.

You will need to memaorize these suffixes so that when you see a preposition with one
of these endings, vou will understand that an objective personal pronoun is
"embedded” into the meaning of the waord.

Example Paradiom: Type I Preposition
Consider the inseparable preposition Lamed and note how the Type I endings are
directly applied:

fem. Masc.
- "L,' Ist (to me)
Singrlar -I? TI‘-,' Znd (to you)
L ]?r'? ‘|ij Zrd (to him/her)
[ 7|:Ji7:' Ist {to us)
Flural '[:"—x' :l:l‘-_,' Znd (to yaud
o '[ﬂ'? D,‘['? 3rd (to them)

Mote that the only exception to the pronomial endings you have studied for singular
nouns is in the case of the 2fs where the Tsere has changed to a Qamets.



Other prepositions that take Type I endings include:

Fam Masc meaning
o Ies mme

'flg 7[] 25 impou

H; 1 35 in himheridt
123 Iep inus

1232 0J1 | & inpou

'1|.‘:|'; DTT; Ip inthem

Fem Masc meaning
"y Jos withme
T TW | & whgw
MY | WY | 5 witk ke
N Iep withus
O | 00w | 2 withyou
VY| 0T | % withthen

Tip: When learning the prepositions, you might want to note what type of pronomial
endings it takes. For example, when creating a flashcard for the preposition 'im, you
might want to indicate that it takes Type I pronomial endings.



Type II Pronomial Endings
Other prepositions take the pronomial suffixes you have learned for plural nouns.
Again, following academic convention, I will refer to these as "Type II” endings:

J m

X | K | my_

TX | X [ 2 yowe—
]'r*)( 1*)1( 3 hisfher
WX | WX |t our__

12X | 22X | 20 your__

'flj'[‘}( :ﬂ"}( In their

Again, in the paradigm given above, note that the "X" refers to the last letter of the
preposition.

Example Paradigm: Type IT Preposition
Consider the preposition “af and note how the Type II endings are directly applied:

Jem. mase.
B \‘7: Ist {on me)
- T
Stngdar -I-.,i?:; q\‘;; 2nd (on you)
B by 15y 2rd (on him/her)
o TT
o -lj-q‘;{:: Isf (on us)

- T

Flural ]j'\‘j;‘ Djﬁ‘j;‘ 2nd (to you)

— ]nw‘p__, gnw‘j__f 3rd {on them)

These prepositions take the same endings you have studied for plural nouns, so you
should not have too much difficuly recognizing them when you see them. Other
prepositions that take Type II endings include:



Fem Iase meaing

"N lcs fome
e TOR | 2 fopou
TN TOR | 7 to himers

137N Icp tous
oox [ 099N | 2 o
TN DTN | 20 fothem

Fam Mase meaning
-'-_ml'f Ics gffer me
TN | TN | 5 ateren
TN VAN | s after himersit

WJ"'-Illljﬁ Iep afber us

TN [ 00T | 2 atersen
1|’-|“1-”th Df-r-'-ll'_-tﬁ Ip  after them

Tip: When learning the prepositions, yvou might want to note what type of pronomial
endings it takes. For example, when creating a flashcard for the preposition achar, vou
might want to indicate that it takes Type II pronomial endings.

Section Exercises

« Memorize (or review) the Type I and Type II endings for prepositions.

+ For each of the prepositions yvou already know, determine whether they take
Type I or Type II endings (use your lexicon). Note this on yvour flashcards.

+ Inflect each preposition you know according to person, gender, and number (use
the tables above as a guide).



7.7 Indicating Possession

Section Vocabulary

There iz, f.".*'f'_ Thereis nat....oooonnn, TR
There will be ..., :-fj:_ 1 There was ..o o

| - o
Blessing (fsh ..., :-f_-]z_. Mo, nat o N

Introduction
Since Hebrew does not have a word to express the idea of "have”™ (or "don’t have™),
the idea of possession (or the lack of it) can be expressed by the formula:

s There is to me x (for "I have x7)

& There is not to me x (for I dont have x™)

s There is to you x (for "yvou have x7)

s There is not to yvou x (for "yvou don't have x™)
« and so on

Grammatically, the particles yesh (there is) and ein (there is not) are combined with the

Lamed prefix to form these sorts of constructions.

The use of Yesh - There is
The word yesh means “there 1s5,” or "there are.”

There is a man in the field., ...........00000000 :-f__f_w - f.‘.*“ﬂ wn
There are people in the field, ............. n__f_w - :“i"._*':l?_’; f."."f‘_

Mote that the word yesh functions as a "particle” in Hebrew, and means “there is/are”™
without regard to gender and number of the other words in the sentence or clause. In
other words, when vou see yesh you will simply substitute “there isfare.”

To indicate possession (in the present tense), yvesh is combined with the inseparable
preposition Lamed:

There is ta me a san {I have a sanj). ..., I:. -'b f.‘.*i_'f
There is to the man a son {The man has a sanj. ... 'I;:. f.'.*‘"?_‘:? f.'.*if'_
There is to him a son (He has a son). ... oo I:. )| il
There is to us a son {We have a son). ... 'I;:. WJL;’ i

In the Scriptures:
P [t R I ﬂ!ﬂ il
T ' v ' oot T
for there is hope vour son discipline
Discipline yvour son, for there is hope (Proverbs 19:18).
kil i SRS Pl it b RN b R 4t i S
T [ o= T = . DEEE. T T .
the ways of deatth  but the end of it before a man right a way there is

There is a way which seemeth right unto a8 man, but the end thereof are the ways of death
(Proverbs 14:12, KIV).



The use of Ein - There is not
The word ein means “there is not,” or "there are not.”

There i1s not a man in the field. .............. -f-f”' - f.'.*i";'f: T;‘:
There are not people in the field. ...... _f'-f'" CHWIN TN
Mote that the word ein functions as a "particle”™ in Hebrew, and means “there is/are

not,” without regard to gender and number of the other words in the sentence or
clause. In other words, when you see ein yvou will simply substitute “there is/are not.”

There is not to me a son {I don't have a san). .o, 'I;: "L_/’ T‘H
There is nat to the man a son. o I:. f.'.*i";'_':? T;‘:
There is not to him a son (He hasn’t 3 son’. ..., 12 15 TN
There is not to us a son {We haven't a son). ............ I: 'I:I? T;‘:

In the Scriptures:

WY TN

who does good  There
is none

There is none who does good (Psalm 14:3).

Possession in the past and future
Possession in the past can be expressed by the verb fAayah combined with the
inseparable preposition Lamed:

There was to me a son (L had a son). ... 'I;:. 5 _f"-f
There was not to me a son (I didn't have a son). ...... I:. L/’ _f":f ;\5

Possession in the future can likewise be expressed by forms of the verb "to be”™ with
the inseparable preposition Lamed:

There will be ta me a son {I will have a sanj). ..., I:. “b :-f":-f"

There will not be to me a son {I will not have a son). I: -'L_/’ J-f”:-f" R%

Mote: The verb "to be”™ will be covered later in the section on verbs. For now, be familiar
with its use in these simple Hebrew constructions.

Section Exercises

+ Memorize the section vocabulary (top of the page).
s Understand the basic rules for using yvesh and =in.

* Understand the various wavs to show possession in Hebrew (construct relation,
pronomial suffixes on nouns and pronouns, using yvesf and i, and using forms
of the verb "to be™).

+ Using vocabulary vou already know, construct simple sentences (in the present
tense) using yesh and ein.



7.8 Unit Seven Summary

Unit Seven Summary -

The Least you should know...

After studying Unit Seven, you should have mastered the following material:

1. General Properties of Prepositions

In Unit 7.1 vou learned that a preposition is a conneckting word that indicates a

relationship between one word (called its object) and another word (called its

antecedent), A prepositional phrase is composed of the preposition, its object, and all
the object’'s modifiers. If the prepositional phrase modifies a noun or pronoun, it
functions adjectivally {as an adjective phrase); if the phrase modifies a verb, it
functions adverbially {as an adverbial phrase).

A simple preposition is a word used to indicate spatial relations (Cover,” ™
"above,” "below,” etc.), direction ("to,” "from,
relations ("before,” "during,
etc.).

under,”
“Mup,” "down,” etc.), temporal

"o o ar

after,” etc.), or causal relations (by,” "of,” “for,

A compound preposition is formed when two or more words are combined and
considered a single prepositional unit. In English, some examples would include:
"along side of,” "i on account of,” and so on.

o

in addition to,

oo

in case of,

2. Independent Prepositions
In Unit 7.2 vou learned that many Hebrew prepositions stand alone as a separate
word in a prepositional phrase. These prepositions are simply separate words that
stand in front of their objects, and vou will translate them by “reading them off the
page” as a separate word.

Examples:

He walked fram the city, ... K T.": 15]'[
RSIE A [

He sat inside the house. ..o, ol -rlf'l:l :1:';:_

He went before the king. ..., -r7|'3]'_f "J:b -L?:f

He sat under the tree. ..o Tr:l' iminlg| ZL_':

The king is sitting between the trees. ......... 1o T': T -Lﬁu'ﬁtl'



In each of these examples the preposition stands alone as a separate word in the
sentence, and translation is simply a matter of replacement of the English
equivalent.

Maqqef Prepositions

Maqqef prepositions are simply independent prepositions that are directly joined to
their objects by means of a magqgef (or hyphen). This is a common occurrence in the
Hebrew Scriptures.

Examples:

He walked from the City. o, 7'lJH_TT: -{5:
il £l

He walked on the land. ..., 1’7?531_53:' -:[?JT

farever {until etarmity), Eﬁ‘ll?"‘ll;-

Prepositional Prefixes

In Unit 7.2 you learned that three additional letters can function as a prefizes to
Hebrew words. These are Bet (meaning “in,” "on,” or “by™), Kaf (meaning “like,” or
"as™), and Lamed (meaning "to,” or "for”). These prefixes are sometimes called
"inseparable” prepositions because they cannot stand alone as independent
prepositions.

In Hebrew, vou may add one of these prefixes before a noun to indicate that the
noun is the object of a prepositional relationship. For example, the word melfekh
simply means "king,” but the word femeleki means “for a king” (note how the prefix
immediately renders the noun as the object of the preposition).

Sometimes the vowel under the prefix will change, depending on the consonant
that appears at the beginning of the word. Many of the vowel changes vou will see
here correspond with those of the Conjunctive Vav prefix yvou studied in Unit 4.7.

CASE 1: The Basic Form

X2 x5 -xa



CASE 2: Before Begedkephat Letters
When these prefixes precede the Begedkephat letters, they lose their dagesh lene.

X2 -X9 -xa

\\ ,.-"

M2 =07, 2, 2 (iose dagesh)

a

CASE 3: Before Letters with Sheva
wWhen we add a prepositional prefix to a word that begins with a Shewva, the prefix
takes a Chireq vowel in a closed svyllable:

XX =X +X

CASE 4: Before Guttural Letters
If a prefix is joined to a guttural letter having a compound shewva, the prefix takes
the simple form of the vowel:

X -X5 -xa

N ! 7

D, T, T, W (gritwral wwith chateph)

N Y
CASE 5: Before the Definite Article Hey
Finally, if a prefix is joined to a noun with the definite article, a contraction occurs:

the Hey drops out and the prepositional prefix takes the vowel that was under the
Hey:

-X7 + 2

NS

rfafer ronel

4. The Preposition Min

In Unit 7.4 vou learned that the preposition min “from,” "out of ™) is perhaps the
most versatile of the Hebrew prepositions, appearing both as an independent
preposition and as an inseparable preposition. In addition, min is used to form

comparative, superlative, and "partitive” grammatical constructions.

o As an Independent Preposition
In Unit 7.2 vou learned that the preposition min can stand alone as an
independent (or magqgef) preposition in a prepositional phrase. For example:

He walked from the city. ... '—l"J,J::f_'T?_: _I?::f

In this case, min occurs directly before its object and is simply translated " off
the page”™ as "from,” or "out of” (note that before definite nouns, miin is
usually joined to its object with a magaqgef).



o As an Inseparable Preposition
Like the other inseparable prepositions you studied in Unit 7.3, the letter
Mem can function as a prefix to Hebrew words. For example, the word
mefekf simply means "king,” but the word mimelekfr means “from a
king” (note again how the prefix immediately renders the noun as the object
of the preposition).

CASE 1: The Basic Form

The inseparable form of the preposition min is actually a contraction of sorts.
When min is added to a word, the Nun drops off and the first letter of the
following word takes a dagesh (if possible):

- X1

T Nun drops,
Dagesh next letter

CASE 2: Before Guttural Letters

When min is added to a word that beqgins with a guttural letter (or the letter
Resh), the Nun drops off, but, since a guttural cannot take a dagesh, and the
Mem prefix vowel is lengthened (from Chireq to Tsere) to compensate:

- X2
Y lengthens
D, o, aN

.wmf-|

CASE 3: Before the Definite Article

When min is added to a definite noun, the Hey prefix is not dropped (as itis
with the other inseparable prepositions), and the Mem prefix vowel is
lengthened.



5. Prepositions with Pronomial Suffixes
In Unit 7.6 vou learned that some prepositions take the pronomial suffixes you
have learned for singular nouns. Following academic convention, I will refer to
these as "Type 1" pronomial endings:

i m
R IR .
X | K | e
mX N | % histher
WX | WX | e owr__
12X | 22X 2 yow

Ix :".S 3p their

Other prepositions take the pronomial suffixes you have learned for plural nouns.
Again, following academic convention, I will refer to these as "Type 11" endings:

f m
X X e my_
TX| TX |z e
TX | X[ hisher
WX | AKX | e oowe
12X | 27K | 27 your

Iﬂ“x :H"x Ip their

6. Showing Possession with Yesh
In Unit 7.7 you learned that Hebrew does not have a word to express the idea of
"have” (or "don't have™), so the idea of possession (or the lack of it) is often
expressed by the formula:

]

There is to me x (for "I have x7)

There is not to me x (for "I don't have x™)
There is to vou x (for "you have x™)

There is not to you x (for “vou don't have x™)
and so on

[ T T

=]



Grammatically, the particles yvesh (there is) and ein (there is not) are combined with
the Lamed prefix to form these sorts of constructions.

Thereis to me a son (I have a son). .o, T|:' ‘h_/’ t-"j
There is to the man a son (The man has a sonj. ... 'fll L'-HSL/’ W
There is to him a son {He has a sonj. .., TIJ. ) *;-’_“_
There is to us a son (We have a son). oo, T|:' 19 t-’_"_
The word ein means "there is not,” or "there are not.”

There is not to me a son {I don't have a son). ..., T|:' ‘h_/’ Tlﬂﬂ
There is not to the man ason. o, TIJ. *;-Hﬂh/’ Tﬂ
There is not to him a son (He hasn't a san). ..., TIJ. P TR

There is not to us a son {We haven't a son). ... 'r|:1 7:? TR



Unit Eight - Learning Hebrew Nurmmbers
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Objective:

+ After studying this unit, vou should be The Keys to the Bible
Bible Codes. Gematria.
Equidistant Letter
Sequences. Mgwh

able to understand the basic grammar of
the numbers in Biblical Hebrew and begin

identifying various numerical
Click for details

constructions in the Scriptures.

8.1 Introduction to Hebrew Numbers

Hebrew Numbers

A number is a sort of adjective that defines the quality of gquantity. In Hebrew, there are
mainly two kinds of numbers:

1. cCardinal Numbers tell how many things there are (in a set), for example, one, two,
three, and so on.

2. Ordinal Numbers tell the order or priority of elements in a series, for example, first,
second, third, and so on.

A numeral is a symbolic representation of @ number. Biblical Hebrew does not use any
Arabic numerals in the modern sense but instead uses the letters of the Hebrew alphabet
to express quantities. Often distinct words are used to describe larger numbers, such as
ma’af for 100 and efef for 1,000.

In the Jewish scribal arts, Hebrew letters (as numbers) are used for counting things like
chapters (perekim) and verses (pasukim) of the Tanakh, page numbers, and footnote
references in annotated sacred texts such as the Talmud.

Properties of Numbers

In Hebrew, numbers have their own gender, masculine and feminine. This means that yvou
will need to be familiar with two sets of numbers, one set that modifies masculine nouns
and the other that modifies feminine nouns. Like other adjectives, then, the gender of the
number must agree with the noun it modifies.

To make things a bit more murky, Hebrew uses characteristically feminine endings for the
first three masculine numbers, and conversely. This will be explained in Unit 8.3.

Gematria

It seems obvious that the Bible uses numbers in patterns, and there is significance in many
of these patterns. For example, the number seven recurs throughout the Hebrew calendar
in regular intervals and multiples (think of Shabbat, Shemitah, Yovel, and the weeks of yvears
in Daniel’'s prophecy). The study of these sorts of patterns is called Numerology.

Gematria is a type of numerological study that may be defined as a system for calculating
the numerical equivalence of letters, words, and phrases in a particular Hebrew text. This
system is used for the purpose of gaining insight into interrelating concepts and for finding
correspondences between words and concepts. Although not identical, gematrna is also in
the same orbit as the so-called "Bible Codes”™ and "Equi-distant Letter Sequences”™ (ELS)
that have become fashionable recently.



Since each letter of the alphabet has a numeric value, it is child's play to add up each letter
to determine the numeric value for a given word found in the Tanakh. For example, consider
the sacred name YHVH:

Yod =Y
Hey = H
Vav =V
Hey =H

In gematria, YHVH it adds up like this:

Yod = 10
Hey =5
Vav=1=06
Hey =5

TOTAL=260r{10+ 5+ 6 + 5 = 26)

26 is thus the number of YHVH (called the "Total"). Additionally, practitioners of gematria
speak of the "Sum”™ which is simply the addition of the respective digits of the numbers
(irrespective of their power). For example, the "Sum” of 26 is 2 + 6 = 8.

Practitioners of this craft often claim that words that have the same numeric value are
considered to be somehow connected. Therefore it is a matter of some concern to identify
other words that equal the Total {and/or Sum) for the Name of the LORD. Often this leads
to speculations that fall outside the pale of standard Biblical exegesis.

In short, gematria has to do with the letters of the Hebrew words throughout the Tanakh
considered from the point of view of their numeric values rather than their normal,
denotative and historic meaning. We will take a brief look at this subject in Unit 8.5.



8.2 Hebrew Letters as Numbers

Hebrew Letters used as Numbers

In some cases, especially in dates and in Bible references, Hebrew letters can function as
numbers. For example, Aleph can stand for the number 1, Bet for 2, and so on. For a
review of the numeric values for letters, click here.

I created the following matrix to help you easily identify numbers when expressed using
Hebrew letters:

9

i

ln |t 1093 ]a]8]|W
i e w8
BN | %D (1D |13 [72| 32|33 [ND|D|»
9(m5 15 [15 05953535 855
DRIM MM (M2 SR N (D
a0 TR T T A N I I T A R B I R B R
oMo |0 | (N0 || D | | XD (D |«
pryiny e |y w el Al  RD D
<PlinCIRCERCERCIRCIR S8 (N (D@
DY N8| |78 8|2 AY [ NS | Y
ORIMP TP | TP [P | TP 3P [ AP [ RP [P ™
PAM M M MM N R
DY Y| Y | W ||| 2| 2w | Ry | [
pninn ||| an | an| SN | NN N e
Examples:

Number Combination

7 Zayin

19 Yod (10) and Tet (9)

93 Tsade (90) and Gimmel (3)

115 Qof (100), Tet (9) and Vav (&)

613 Tav (400), Resh (200), Yod (10}, and Gimmel (3]

757 Tav (400), Shin (300}, Nun (50), and Zayin (7)

MNote:

The numbers 15 and
16 are not written as
yvou might expect (i.e..
as Yod + Hey and Yod
+ Waw, but rather as
Tet + Vav and Tet =
Zayin) in order to avoid
irrevarantly writing the
sacred Name of God.
This includes larger
numbers such as 115,
216, and so on.

aink

Note:

The Hebrew sofit
letters are also
assigned numeric
values: Kaf (300],
Mem (&600), Nun
(700}, Fey (800), and
Tsade (900) as part of
mispar gadol
gematria..



To avoid confusion with words, letters meant as numbers are sometimes marked with
geresh (single quote mark) if a single letter is used, or gerashayim (double quote mark) if
more than one. These marks mean "not a word” and are also used for acronyms and
abbreviations:

Gerashayim Geresh
4

L

o w

For example, the number 513 is sometimes referred to as "taryag, " and the complete set of
commandments is referred to as "taryag mitzvot,” or the 613 commandments. This would
be referred to as:

2"AnN

The Hebrew year

The Hebrew year begins on Rosh Hashanah (which occurs on the Gregorian calendar in
September / October). When a Hebrew year is written using letters, vou simply add the
values of the letters. Often the year is written with an implied addition of 5,000, so, for
instance, the year 5765 is written as 765 rather than 5765

n"oun

Chapters and Verses in the Tanakh

In some Jewish reference works, Hebrew letters are used to express numbers. For
example, in modern editions of the Chumash (the Torah in codex form), chapters (perekim)
and verses (pesukim) are indicated by means of Hebrew letters:

P&wﬁm Pgm% J‘irl:ruﬁ
TTRIN O WUNN2

PPUNTD POD -~ rowianien

WA AT PR PINT NXY OONER IR DTSR X032 AEiRTD o
DM MEOY NBEMTR OYIOR MM 03N B- by -[cafm M)
250D RN OTOR RIMOSIRTITM TR T ONTOR MR

iinta i pm ) B nﬂ-rba ‘--[:m




The page header indicates that Bereshit chapter 1 (perek aleph) verses 1-4 (pesukim
Aleph-Dalet) are displayved on this page. In addition, the weeskly Torah portion
(parashah) is liskted as a header above the running text. The right margin indicates the
pesukiim) for each line of the text (for example, the first line shows pesukim (Aleph-Bet),
or verses 1-2). Each verse ends with a sof pasuk (z) mark. Many Tanakhs include a
running commentary at the bottom of the page that include comments from various
Jewish sages such as Rashi and Ramban.

In order to recognize chapters and verses vou will need to recall how Hebrew letters can
be used as numbers and compute the values accordingly. Here are some examples:

Verses Chp. Book Name
AD7N: R DYONRT2D
L 204 f Bereishit
3
Pesugim Pereg

7-23 f:

WTTRMEY RPN

Lo, L 10.

I adyigra
6 ! g
Pereg/ Pasug Pereg/ Pasug
15 311

The Psalms

The Psalms (Tehillim) are referenced by citing Mizmor number. For example, Mizmor Aleph
is Psalm 1, Mizmor 8et, Psalm 2, and so on.

Misarar Bk

X - o'orn
.I_ / N Persra f.-'.‘.:

TRy XS oo TII 2w nsus o0 KD ITuR wRITIER X
INTIN2Y 1820 7MY NN oR 2 oy NS oY apingy aw
1992 wR oM "J‘?"‘"bﬁ Sy yrs mm .'rvﬂ“,w ot nam 2
DY 13RS s 7 mipyR 591 ‘71:*':{“; oM hpa P T

LEWND BN, mfﬂ'a‘:b 1275y upnTwR phzon o

TIM SPIE T MM, IR SpE Ny ovkeny
TANRA DWW

Section Exercises

+ Understand how to convert numbers to Hebrew letters (and vice-versa). Use the
matrizx at the top of the paage, if necessary.

&+ \Write the current Hebrew year using Hebrew letters.

« Find a chumash or Tanakh and locate various passages. Write down the perek and
pesukim for some of yvour favorite Scripture passages.

& Explain the use of the geresh / gerashayim. When is it used? Provide an example or
two.



8.3 Hebrew Cardinal Numbers - Misparim

Hebrew Cardinal Numbers
A cardinal number (mispar) tells how many things there are (in a set), for example, one,
two, three, and so on. These are the numbers (misparim) we use for regular counting.

Properties of Cardinal Numbers
Cardinal numbers have two properties that you will need to learn:

1. Cardinal numbers take both masculine and feminine forms. Masculine numbers
modify masculine nouns, and feminine numbers modify feminine nouns.

2. Cardinal numbers can occur in the construct state to indicate a link between the
number and the noun it modifies. Construct numbers are translated as "one of
something,” "two of something”™ and so on (apart from the construct state of
number 2, they are used rather inconsistently in the Tanakh).

The Numbers 1-10 {with feminine nouns)
The following lists the first ten cardinal numbers for the feminine gender:

ZEIO Lot DEN
DIFIE n‘j}_{
TW.eovvesssseesessses oo (-PYy  oony
TRFEE o vvve e eres e (Tuouy Wiy
FOLIE o :J:_Ijﬁ_{
FIvE T.:'T]":’
SiX T:-i"_l_f
SEUBM it (~bawy paw
EIGNE. 1 evveeves e L T
MIFIE L ( '.T.?Tﬂi!:’l )y oun

=1 T 71':-'1?



The Numbers 1-10 {(with masculine nouns)
The following lists the first ten cardinal numbers for the masculine gender:

ERID DER
ONE oo (T I
TWO oo (W) o
THIBE v vereoeeereereseeere e (-muowy  eihu
FOUT oo (I3 YN
FIVE v Gualitaia Wl via 1y
SNERTN (CneY) o
SEVEN oo ("RyaY) Yy
EIGHE. v reeeee e eeee e, Qalslui M bl
NINE oo (“hyun) uun
TEN oo ("ARY) T

The Numbers 3-10 and Gender

The numbers 2-10 use "opposite” gender endings than you would expect. In the masculine
numbers (3-10), yvou will notice the characteristic "-ah” ending, but not so with the feminine
numbers. Thus, masculine nouns are actually modified by numbers that appear feminine;
and conversely, feminine nouns are modified by numbers that appear masculine. Note this
is true only for the numbers 3-10; after this, they work as expected.

For example, since Hebrew months (and seasons) are masculine in gender, we have
Tish'ah B'Av for Av 9.

Construct Forms

Each of these numbers has a construct form. Construct forms that are spelled differently
than the normal forms are shown in parentheses. They are translated as "one of
something,” "two of something™ and so on.

The Number 1
The number one follows the noun and agrees in gender, number, and definiteness with the
noun it modifies:

one daughter....ooon, Ars N2
OB SOM viit e TR ]2

Mote that the construct form precedes noun:

one of the daughters. ...... f'lﬂ];:?_l' i
one of the sons............... mhe vy B It



The Numbers 2 through 10
These numbers may follow or precede noun (unless they are in contruct):

three daughters ................... L-“'lbf._.r-' J"I‘l:]_rﬂ
three SOns oo :"3_31_. :'l'f.;r-il L-'
five daughters .................. J—I'.D;. Eir_: i
SEVEM SONS. .0t :"JZ_F._J"I:E’::;‘

Mote also that pronomial suffixes may be added to the construct form of the number:

two of therm .o oy
three of UsS (M. Bb i lth

Mote: These numbers are sometimes classified as nouns in Biblical Hebrew grammars since
they often do NOT agree in gender with the nouns they modify.

The Numbers 11 through 19

These are formed as a combination of a number with 10. Basically vou add the construct
form of the number to an altered form of number ten:

CandY L8N (F) o oereeie e oY
Candy ten (ml .o -.?-'5;7
Examples:

Eleven (F) oo H-I-..-'H nrs
Eleven {mi. ..., -._.r-..':l_g iy
Twelve (I :'l'_l-..-'r-’ "J"IL-'
Twelwe (MY -.?-'3;7 "JL-'
Eighteen (f) .. ..o, :'l'-|-..-'.'|-7r :'rJ‘I."::J
Eighteen {(mY.. .....oooiiiiiienn., _lié-":g :'l'.‘l?:l'.;

The Numbers 20 through 90
These numbers are basically plural forms of the regular (feminine) cardinal numbers.

Twenty (dual of tend ... D"—IE'.U
T D"T:'?T:'
POty D“H;-Ii::
L et e e miisaly
T TR D“E‘E‘
SEENEY . D“:J:t:'
Bighty o D“J.‘JI;"
7= TR D"'.UE'I'I

Mote that the number 20 is the dual form of the (F number 10.



The Numbers 21 through 99
These are formed by first using the larger number and then using the conjunction with the
smaller number.

Twenty one....o n‘:fi'_i'l D"‘TE‘.U
THIFEY £ o1+ veeeseeeeese e aynleplabluply
Thirty three.......oonn t'.bl;"'l D“tﬂ'btﬂ'
Minety mine ... I?T.;'m D".UE'!'I

Cardinal Numbers from 100+
Here are common Hebrew numbers from 100 up:

0D ettt TR

200 (dual of 100) ..o 0°ONA

300 (Ffos + meof) n*IR.‘; tL"ﬁE‘
QUM oot NIND DTN
LOOD et e L‘PR

2000 {dual of 10007 e, D'f‘g‘li?}_{

3000 {mcs + 300 D"’D?ﬂ nt‘bt‘:
10000 {or multituded oo, 0237

20000 (dual of 100001 ...eoiieieeeeen, D'f‘]j‘ljj
30000 (55 + FBBOEY oo, inhinly 13‘511'.‘
1000000 FFOGEMTY v vvvreeee e ]1"‘?‘.‘_

Note: The numbers 300-200 are formed by using the feminine numbers 3-2 in their
construct state before the word meot, whereas the numbers 2000-9000 are formed by
using the masculine numbers 3-9 in their construct state before the word alafim.

Section Exercises

« Memorize the feminine and masculine numbers from 0 to 10.
» Understand how to construct numbers from 11-99.
* Memorize how to construct numbers from 100-20,000.

+ Understand how the numbers 3-10 work with different Hebrew nouns



8.4 Hebrew Ordinal Numbers

Hebrew Ordinal Numbers
Ordinal numbers tell the "order” or priority of elements in a series, for example, first,
second, third, and so on.

Properties of Ordinal Numbers
Ordinal numbers have two properties that you will need to learn:

1. Ordinals take both masculine and feminineg forms. Masculine numbers modify
masculine nouns, and feminine numbers modify feminine nouns.

2. Ordinal numbers function as attributive adjectives, which means they follow the
noun they modify and agree in gender, number, and definiteness.

Masculine Ordinals

= "IlilTl'-iNj
Second.. "'J_T:._'-i
TRIFE e luplela
Fourth.o o "'l?":ﬁ
FIFER vttt N
Sinth e R
Seventh ... ":J":_IT:
EIGRER ot Y
FHFER e, pralitly
Tenth. “'7_"1':;.:?

Mote that the first form, rishon, comes from the shoresh for head (rosf), meaning chief
or beginning (of a series). The other forms share the same shoresh with their
corresponding cardinal number and end in Chireqg Yod.



Feminine Ordinals

T PP HJT‘V"IH |
SECOND. e Ml

THIF e nusou
FOUMh . I
FIFER Lo AN
SHRERL Lo, impol

SEVENTR nohaw
EIGRER v, L
BIIER L inpsalufe
TEIERL ottt D

Mote that all the forms (except the first form) end in a Tav. In fact, these feminine forms
are the same as their masculine counterparts except for the Tav ending.

Usage of Ordinal Numbers
Ordinal numbers behave like attributive adjectives, which means they follow the noun
they modify and agree in gender, number, and definiteness.

Examples:

the first day {day is /s, '[ -I-Tf - ";1

the sixth day o "L '-l' =g

and He rested on the seventh day........ “'"3""'[ mb e J"I:I""'__
an the eight day a sabbath ..., Tl.I"I:I.'" "T?:E'ﬂ |.'|"";ﬁ
the ninth year (yearis 1.0, J-I.'."".'J'I'f 'f"' '-f

until the tenth manth (month is msy.... Y20 ] '.'-_|_1-'_f Yy



Jewish Days of the Week

The Hebrew day (yom) begins at sundown, when three stars become
visible in the sky (the rabbis reasoned that the day begins at sunset
based on the description of God's activity in creation, "and the evening
and the morning were the first day,” Genesis 1:5).

The Jewish week (shaviu’'a) begins on Sunday and ends on Shabbat:

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
[WRT 0P| W oY WU 01| w7 o ean oY | WY 0 | nad o
Yom Rishon Yom Sheni “om Shlishi “om Rewii Yom Chamizhi Yom Shishi “om Shabbat

Ordinals Beyond Tenth
Hebrew does not provide distinct terms for ordinals greater than the tenth place, but
uses cardinal numbers instead.

In the 11th year............. aOSL ATNT '|'.+_T:_L'I
In the 37% year............. ¥ wawy orefhu
TT =T : E

Section Exercises

+ Memorize the feminine and masculine numbers from first to tenth.
+ Be able to recite the Hebrew names of the days of the week.

+ Understand how ordinals greater than "tenth” are formed.



85b Overview of Hebrew Gematna

Printar-Friendly YVersion E‘j

Hebrew Gematria -

Finding numerical relationships between words and phrases

Within the earliest Jewish traditions, groups of Jewish scholars counted the number of
times each letter appeared in the Scriptures (as well as the number of words, verses,
paragraphs, etc.). These textual specialists were called Soferim (counters). The Soferim
ensured that every Torah scroll (and the other books of the Tanakh) were identical, noting
any unusual words and spellings and replicating them exactly through their scribal arts.
Many Jews believe that Ezra the Scribe instituted many of the practices of the Soferim.

In the medieval mystical text called Sefer Yitzirah: The Book of Creation, the letters of the
Alphabet are described as the stones used to build a house. They are called the "twenty
two letters of foundation.” This doctrine highlights the belief in the essential relationship
between letters, words and the creative process.

Gematria is a type of numerological study that may be defined
as one of more systems for calculating the numerical
equivalence of letters, words, and phrases in a particular
Hebrew text. These systems are used for the purpose of
gaining insight into interrelating concepts and for finding
correspondences between words and concepts. Although not
identical, gematria is also in the same orbit as the so-called
"Bible Codes”™ and "Equi-distant Letter Sequences”™ (ELS) that
have become fashionable recently.

According to most practitioners, there are several methods used to calculate the
numerical value for individual words and phrases. When converted to a number,
words/phrases can then be compared to other words/phrases and similarities drawn. I
list the most common Hebrew gematria methods below.

The Standard Method

Each letter of the Hebrew alphabet is given an assigned number, beginning with one for
Aleph, two for Bet, and so on. The tenth letter, Yod, is numerically equivalent to 10, and
successive letters equal 20, 30, 40, and so on. The letter Kaf near the end of the
alphabet, equals 100, and the last letter, Tav, equals 400. This method is sometimes
called "Ragil.” Using this method, yvou simply add up each letter of a given word (or
phrase) to determine its numerical value:



100 = |/ 10 =" 1= K
200 = | 20 = 2 2= 2
so0 = W a0 = 3=
400 = I a0= 12 4= "1
50 = ) 5= 11
60 = U 6= 1
70= VU 7=1
go = O g=[1
90 = X 9=
Examples:

The value of the word shalom (Shin, Lamed, Vav, Mem) is 300+30+6+40 = 376.
The value of the Name YHVH (Yod, Hey, Vav, Hey) is 10+5+6+5 = 26.

Mote: In the Mispar Mussafi method, the value of a word (or phrase) is the standard
gematria value plus the number of letters in the word (or phrase). For example, the value
of the word shalom (Shin, Lamed, Vav, Mem) is 300+30+6+40+4 or 380, and the value of
the Name YHVH (Yod, Hey, Vav, Hey) is 10+5+6+5+4 or 20.

Mispar Gadol Method

The mispar gadol method is the same as the standard method (above) but counts the
final forms (sofit) of the Hebrew letters as a continuation of the numerical sequence for
the alphabet. These sofit letters are assigned from 500 to 900, respectively:

100 = |/ 10 = ! 1= N
200 = | 20 = 2 2= 1
so0 = W 30 = 3=
aoo = I 40= 12 4="1
500 = | 50 = J 5= 11
600 = O 60 = U 6= 1
700 = | 0=V 7=1
goo = ] go = D g=[1
900 = | o0 = X 9= U

Example:
The value of the word shalom (Shin, Lamed, Vav, Mem) is 300+30+5+500 = 936.
The value of the Name YHVH (Yod, Hey, Vav, Hey) is 10+5+6+5 = 26.



Mispar Katan Method

The mispar katarn method calculates the value of each letter as its standard value but
simply truncates all of the trailing zeros. Thus the Gematria of Chet is 8, Tet is 2, but Yod
i 1 {not 10}, Kaf is 2 (not 20), etc., Peh is 8, Tsade is 2, Qofis 1, Resh is 2, and so on:

1= |/ 1= "7 1= N
2= " 2= 2 2= 21
3= W g= 3=
4= 1 =12 4= "1
5= ] 5= 1 5= 11
6 = O 6= O 6= 1
7= 1] 7=V 7=1
g = b 8= 5 8= [1
9= 1 9= X 9=10

3= 38 = r7

Examples:
The walue of the word shalom (Shin, Lamed, Vav, Mem) is 3+3+6+6 = 18.
The wvalue of the Mame YHWVH (Yod, Hey, Vav, Hey) is 1+5+6+5 = 17.

Ordinal Value Method

Using this method, each of the 27 Hebrew letters is assigned an ordinal value from one to
twenty-two. For example, Aleph (the first letter) equals 1, Bet (the second letter) equals
2, and so on up to the final Tsade (the last letter), which equals 27:

19 = |/ 10 = 1= K
20 = | 11 = 2= 2
21= W 12 = 3=
22 = I 13 = 4="
23 = 14 = 5= 11

24 = 15 =

26 = 17 =

LY agwYw o Ju
o
[

.
Q

25 = | 16 =
N
Y

]
I
G’ -_—l =1 F

27 = 18 =

Examples:
The value of the word shalom (Shin, Lamed, Vav, Mem) is 21+12+56+24 = 63.
The value of the Name YHVH (Yod, Hey, Vav, Hey) is 10+5+6+4+5 = 26.



At Bash Method

Using at Bash, each letter (of @ word or phrase) is exchanged with its "opposite”™ letter
and then the result is calculated. "Opposite”™ letters are determined by substituting the
first letter of the Hebrew alphabet (Aleph) with the last letter (Tav), the second letter
(Bet) with the next to last (Shin), and so on. The table below shows the values of
individual letters:

4= |7 40 = 7 400 = N
3= 1 30 = 2 300 = 2
2 = 20 = 200 = .
1= 1 10 = 12 100 = 1
o= 1 90 = il
8= U 80 = 1
7= Y 70= 1
6= 5 60 = [1
5= X so= U

Examples:
The wvalue of the word shafor (Shin, Lamed, Vav, Mem) is 2+20+80+10 = 112.
The walue of the Mame YHVH (Yod, Hey, Vav, Hey) is 40+20+80+90 = 200.

Mispar HaKadmi Method

With the mispar hakadmi method, each letter is the sum of the all the standard gematria
letter values preceding it. Therefore, the value of Aleph is 1, the value of Bet is 1+2=3,
the value of Gimmel is 1+2+3=656, and so on.

The table below shows the values of individual letters:

595 = |/ 55= 7 1= X
795 = | 75= 2 3= 2
1005 = S 105 = 6=
1495 = I 145 = 12 0= 1
195 = 1 15= 11
255 = O 21 = 1
325 = UV 28 = |
405 = B 36 = |1
495 = X 45 = U
Examples:

The value of the word shafom (Shin, Lamed, Vav, Mem) is 1095+105+21+145 = 1366.
The value of the Name YHVH (Yod, Hey, Vav, Hey) is 55+15+21+15 = 106,



Mispar HaPerati Method

with mispar haperati, the value of each letter is the sqguare of its standard gematria value.
Therefore, the valuse of Aleph is 11=1, the value of Bet is 2¥2=4, the valus of gimmel is
Z=3=9, and so on. The table below shows the values of individual letters:

10000 = |/ 100 = 7 1= X
40000 = aqo0 = 2D 4= 2
ooooo = opo = D o= 1
160000 =] 1600 = 12 16 = 1
2500 = 21 25 = i1
3600 = O 26 = 1
4900 = 49 = T
6400 = 5 64 = |1
100 = X g1 = U

Examples:
The value of the word shaforr (Shin, Lamed, Vawv, Mam) is 900004+9004+-26+1600 = 925326,
The value of the Mames YHVH (Yod, Hey, Vawv, Hey) is 100+25+356+25 = 186.

Mote: the Misopar Hakellali method takes the standard gematria value of a word or phrase
and sguares its value. For example, the value for the word of Shalom (Shin, Lamed, WVaw,
Mem) is 200+20+56+40 or 2756, Squaring that value vields 141,276,

Mispar Shemi Method

Millui or full-letter filling - The value of each letter is equal to the value of its name (the
spelling of the name of the number comes from the Talmud). Therefore, the value of the
letter Aleph is (1+20+80) = 111, Bet is (2+10+400) = 412, etc.

186 = L)1 20= 117 111 = f]LJN
510 = W7 100 = 02 412 = 171
seo = |'W 7a= N9 3= M)
17N go = 012 aza = NPT

416 =
106 = |11 6= NIl
120 = 120 22 = 177
130 = 'V 77= '
g1 = ND 418 = T
104 = TN 419 = N0
Examples:

The value of the word shalom (Shin, Lamed, Vav, Mem) is 360+74+22+80 = 536.
The value of the word chen (Chet, Mun) is 418+106 = 524,
The value of the Name YHVH (Yod, Hey, Vav, Hey) is 20+6+22+6 = 54.



8.6 Unit Eight Summary

Unit Eight Summary -

The Least you should know...

After studying Unit Eight, you should have mastered the following material:

1. General Properties of Hebrew Numbers
In Unit 8.1 you learned that a number is a sort of adjective that defines the quality
of quantity. In Hebrew, there are mainly two kinds of numbers:

3. Cardinal Numbers tell how many things there are (in a set), for example,
one, two, three, and so on.

b. Ordinal Numbers tell the order or priority of elements in a series, for
example, first, second, third, and so on.

In Hebrew, both types of numbers have their own gender, masculine and feminine.
This means that you will need to be familiar with two sets of numbers, one set that
modifies masculine nouns and the other that modifies feminine nouns. Like other
adjectives, then, the gender of the number must agree with the noun it modifies.

Note: A numeral is a symbolic representation of a number. Biblical Hebrew does
not use any Arabic numerals in the modern sense but instead uses the letters of
the Hebrew alphabet to express quantities. Often distinct words are used to
describe larger numbers, such as ma'ah for 100 and efef for 1,000 (in modern Tvrit,
however, Arabic numerals are used in everyday writing).



2. Letters as Numbers
In Unit 8.2 you learned that in some cases, especially in dates and in Bible
references, Hebrew letters can function as numbers. For example, Aleph can stand
for the number 1, Bet for 2, and so on.

You also learned how to use the Geresh/Gerashayim to read Hebrew dates and
understand various Scripture references.

3. Hebrew Cardinal Numbers
In Unit 8.3 you learned that a cardinal number (mispar) tells how many things there
are (in a set), for example, one, two, three, and so on. These are the numbers
(misparim) we use for regular counting. After studying this unit, you should be able
to identify any Hebrew number from zero to one million.

4. Hebrew Ordinal Numbers
In Unit 8.4 you learned that Ordinal numbers tell the "order” or priority of elements
in a series, for example, first, second, third, and so on. Crdinal numbers have two
properties that you will need to know:
1. Ordinals take both masculine and feminine forms. Masculine numbers modify
masculine nouns, and feminine numbers modify feminine nouns.

2. Ordinal numbers function as attributive adjectives, which means they follow
the noun they modify and agree in gender, number, and definiteness.

5. Hebrew Gematria
In Unit 8.5 you learned that Gematria is a type of numerological study that may be
defined as one of more systems for calculating the numernical equivalence of letters,
words, and phrases in a particular Hebrew text. These systems are used for the
purpose of gaining insight into interrelating concepts and for finding
correspondences between words and concepts.

You learned that there are several methods to calculate the numerical value for
individual words and phrases, and when converted to a number, words/phrases
can then be compared to other words/phrases and similarities drawn.



Unit Nine - The Gal Perfect
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A verb is a word used to describe an UNIT NINE CONTENTS

action or state of being. Hebrew is

essentially a verbal language, since most

of its words derive from verbal roots. 9.2 Qal Perfect - Strong Verbs
9.3 Qal Perfect - Stative Verbs

4 9.4 Qal Perfect - Weak Verbs
! , g 9.5 Qal Perfect - Geminate Verbs

9.1 Introduction to Verbs

9.6 Qal Perfect - Biconsonantals
.7 Qal Perfect - Summary
Objective: 9.8 Qal Perfect Paradigms
e« After studvying this unit, you should be
able to understand the basic grammar of
the Qal ("light™) verbal stem.

9.1 Overview of the Hebrew Verbal System

Hebrew Verbs -

An Overview of the Hebrew Verbal System

Biblical Hebrew is primarily a verbal language. In fact, an average verse of Scripture from
the Tanakh contains no less than three verbsl

Verbs (as well as nouns) are derived from “roots.” Roots are (usually) tri-consonantal
groups that comprise the "essence” of the word’s meaning. Mote that roots themselves are
abstractions that do not exist in Hebrew; instead, from a given cluster of consonants, any
number of words can be derived that share the same root. For example:

T2
356 msbn 791

Eueled Flingdom Fing

Motice that the three words shown (melfekh, malkhut, and malfakh, respectively) all derive
from the same three-letter cluster of consonants (Mem, Lamed, Kaf). This tri-consonantal
cluster is called the shoresh, and identifying the shoresh of a given word is one of the
fundamental tasks vou will face as vou begin to read Hebrew with comprehension.

Identifying Root Letters

When working with verbs, we will often need to refer to the letters that make up the root.
The Hebrew name for verb is po'al, derived from a root meaning "do, perform™:

53_:5 = da, perform

Each of the three letters of any verb root is sometimes assigned one of the three letters,
(Pev, Avin, or Lamed) depending on whether it is the first of the letters (the Pey of the
root), the second (the Avin of the root), or the third (the Lamed of the root).

For example, consider the verb root :



750

the B of the root is 13
the J of the root is ‘7

the 5 of the root 1s -‘

Mote that other grammars refer to these as "positions” and refer to them simply as
position I, position II, and position III, respectively.

Properties of Verbs
Like other parts of speech you have learned, Hebrew verbs have a number of
grammatical properties with which vou must be familiar:

1. Person - Expresses the relationship between the verb and the speaker. &4 verb
can be in the first person ("1," "we™), second person (Cvou,” "y"all™), ar third
person (“hefshefit,” “they™.

2. MNumber - Number is the property that indicates whether one or more than one
subject is referenced when using the verb. Verbs can be singular (referring to
one subject - I hit) or plural (referring to more than one object - We hit).

3. Gender - Gender is a property that indicates the sex of the referent (masculine,
feminine, or common). Hebrew verbs agree with their subjects - not only in
person and number - but also in gender. Thus the Hebrew verb in the two
sentences "The boy ruled” and "The girl ruled” would look different because the
genders of the two subjects are different.

4. Voice - The voice of a verb denotes the relationship of the action of the verb to
the subject of the verb. Hebrew (like Greek) includes three voices:

1. Active voice (the subject is agent of verb (I hit))
. Passive voice (the subject is acted upon by verb (I was hit))
3. Middle voice - reflexive action (the subject both acts and is acted upon by
the verb (I hit myself))



5. Aspect (Mode) - The kind of action expressed by a verb is called is aspect (or
mode). Hebrew uses the following three aspects:

1. Simple action (e.g., to hit)

2. Intensive action (e.g., to pound to pieces)

2. Causal action {e.g., to cause to be hit). Hebrew verbs, unlike English verbs,
are inflected for “causation.” You can look at a Hebrew verb form and tell if

the subject of a sentence is "causing”™ something to happen to something
alse.

6. Tense - Whereas English verbs indicate tense by means of spelling changes or
through the use of “helping verbs™ (e.g., I talk. I talked. I shall talk), Hebrew
verbs are not marked for tense. You cannot tell - just by looking at a verb form
without context - when the action occurs.

7. Strong/Weak Verbs - Verbs can be either strong or weak. & strong verb has all
regular consonants in its stem; a weak verb has one (or more) guttural letters as
part of its stem (for more, see below).

These properties of verbs are all expressed by means of patterns of inflection. That is,
the person, number, gender, etc. of the verb is indicated by changes in the spelling of
the verb.

Perfect / Imperfect

Hebrew has two main verb forms: the Perfect and the Imperfect:

s The Perfect is a suffixed form
s The Imperfect is a prefixed form

mRe R

Imperfect Perfect
plel NRimialis/
t t
prefix sy

The perfect describes completed action ("I ran™) whereas the imperfect expresses
incompleted or progressive action (I was running™). This is called "aspect.” Hebrew
often uses a form of the verb "to be” (or an adverb) to indicate a sense of time.

About Hebrew Verb Stems

A verb stem is an offshoot of the root that is used
to indicate the properties of voice and aspect. In
Hebrew there are seven major stems, each with its
own characteristic spelling of the root that you will
learn:

1. Qal Stem - Simple action, active voice
2. MNifal Stem - Simple action, passive voice
3. Piel Stem - Intensive acktion, active voice |
4. Pual Stem - Intensive action, passive voice | E 1
5. Hifil Stem - Causal action, active voice [ ﬁ
&. Hofal Stem - Causal action, passive voice |' )
7. Hitpael Stem - Intensive action, reflexive — ; —_
voice e e SN S .
The shoresh is the root form
Mote: The Qal stem is basic, the other stems are of all of the verb stems

derived from it. Mearly 70% of verbs are Qal.



These wverb stems can be summarized using the root Qof-Tet-Lamed as follows:

IIIr 11 I

5_&_? Stem wowel = pos. IT
Stem Type Action Form Identifiers
Qal Simple active 'jng unaugmented He Kkilled
Hiphal Simple passive 5@|—)j ~J prefix; patach stem vowel He was killed
Piel Intensive active 'jml—) Chireq-Tsere vowel pattermn He destroyed
Pual Intensive passive 'j"l-__"||j1 Oibbuts-_Patach vowel pattemn He was destroyed
Hiphil Causative active 'j"'wljl‘[ “i1 prefix; Chirig-Yod stem rowel | He caused death
Hophal | Causative passive 'j@ljl:r “i7 prefix; patach stem vowel He was caused to kill
Hitpael | Intensive reflexive 5m|?‘"|,‘[ T prefix; Tsere stem vowel He killed himself

Mote: This table is presented only to show vou how the three-letter root changes to
indicate the aspect of the verb (i.e., stems). More detailed information will be provided
later on each of these stems, IV H.

Strong and Weak Verb Stems: The Gizrah

Verbal roots are divided into groups (known as a 17 (gizrafh) based on whether it is
regular or irregular with respect to one or more of its letters. Completely regular verbs
hawve all non-guttural consonants and are called "Strong Verbs.” Irregular verbs include
one (or more) guttural letters and are are called "Weak Verbs.”

Weak wverbs are classified according to which of the three letters is "weak™:

II1

IT I

XXX

plale
mial

SR
M3

"o -

I1I

5

II 1

Strong verb

- Type I Guttural

Type II Guttural

Doubly Weak

- Type I1I Guttural

Note: In addition to these common verb
types, verbs can also be made weak when
either a Yod or a Nun appears in position 1.

This information is provided here to make
you aware that not all verbs will be
conjugated (inflected) in the same way if
there are guttural letters in the stem. We
will provide specific examples of weak verbs
and their changes as we encounter them in
the lessons ahead.

MNote: Some grammars refer to positions I, II, and III with the

letters Pey, Ayin, and Lamed, respectively (P32 means to "“fall™).
For example, a Pey Guttural would mean I-Guttural, an Avyin
Guttural would mean a II-Guttural, and so on.




About Hebrew Conjugations

To make matters more complicated, each of these 7 stems can be conjugsted in & different

ways!

L L 1 o I N ¥

Perfect - The perfect conjugation is used to denote simple, completed action.
Though it is an oversimplification, for now we will translate the perfect conjugation
using the simple past tense.

Imperfect - The imperfect conjugation is used to denote incomplete action. Though
it is an oversimplification, for now we will translate the imperfect conjugation using
the future tense.

Cohortative - Command (1st person) "Let us praise the LORD!™
Imperative - Command (2nd person) "You praise the LORD!™
Jussive - Command (3rd person) "He shall praise the LORDI™
Infinitive Construct - Verbal noun. "To praise is good.”
Infinitive Absolute - A grammatical intensifier.

Participle - Verbal adjective or substantive. "The praising man...”

Starting at the Simplest

We will begin our study of the Hebrew verbal system with the Qal (stem) perfect
(conjugation), and progress our way through the other stems and conjugations.



9.2 The Qal Perfect Conjugation - Strong Verbs

Section Vocabulary

he quarded, kept ............... WE;W? he killed. oo bmi?
hE WHOTE. :I_'I;J he studied oo -f?_:'li?
he finished . ovre e e, il e dWEIE ooovvee s ek
he shut, closed........ooove, 72;3 he sent. ni?ﬁ;?
he trusted. oo, ]'”j; he remembered ..o 7;1'
heruled 5@?; Aot Cadud R.b

The Qal Perfect Conjugation - Strong Verbs

The Qal Stem

The simplest form of the verbal root is known as Qal l{i’F’]l, meaning “light™ or “simple.” Qal
verbs represent the most basic of the verbal stems and are the easiest to learn. In most

Hebrew dictionaries, verbs are listed in the 3rd person masculine singular of the Qal {(when
it exists).

Properties of the Qal stem include:

1. Active Voice - the subject is agent of verb {e.qg., "I guarded™)

2. Simple Aspect - the action of the verb is simple (i.e., not reflexive or causal)

The "Perfect” Conjugation: Suffixes

A conjugation is a set of inflected forms (of a given verb stem) based on person, gender,
and number. The perfect conjugation is used to denote completed (.e., "perfected™) action.
For now, think of the perfect conjugation as the past tense in the active voice.

The perfect conjugation for Qal verbs, then, is a set of inflected forms (of the Qal stem) that
represents completed action performed by the subject of the verb.

The infections of the Qal stem are made by adding suffixes to the verb. These suffixes
generally follow the sounds of the personal pronouns you have already studied.



Strong Verbs
As mentioned in the Introduction to this unit, Hebrew verb roots are divided according to

whether the verb is regular or irregular with respect to one (or more) of its letters. Regular
verbs are called o5 (shieimim) and have no weak letters (i.e., gutturals) in the shoresh.
They are therefore called Strong verbs. In this section we will study the Qal Perfect
Conjugation for regular verbs.

Qal Perfect Conjugation - Strong Verbs
The root 7.3.% is strong since none of its letters is a guttural. In a Hebrew lexicon, 7.0.W

would be listed as shamar, that is, with the vowels for the 3rd person masculine singular
(2ms) of the Qal Perfect added. This is known as the "lexical form™ of the verb:

Ny R

X X X Zmsvowel pattern
- T

jﬁw Lexical Form
- T

Mote: Even though the "root” is referred to as 7.8.8 (with dots separating the letters), T will
simply refer to it as shamar, which is also its lexical form.

The following conjugation shows the suffixes added to shamar to form the Qal perfect:

F nr
" Fl " Fl LI I guardsd
g n 2 FR/TTN You guarded
| 3 W9 HedShedlt quarded
q: q: 1 'lJﬂ;H We guardsd
I} on 2 M /ONR Tou guarded
7 7 3 90/00 Thep guarded




Motes:

1.

The 3ms form has no suffix at all and entirely resembles the root 7029, This is the
lexical form of the root. Note the vowel pattern: Qamets-Patach.

The form of the verb itself contains pronominal information, and I included the
personal pronouns for reference purposes only. In other words, shamarti means "1
guarded” without the use of the word ani (in fact, ani shamarti could mean I myself
guarded”). Learning the endings along with the pronouns is somewhat easier since
the sounds of the pronouns resembles the suffixes.

You must memorize this as a paradigm for the Qal perfect. The endings (bolded)
are the same for all perfect verbs.

The first person forms for both genders (1cs) and plural {1cp) are the same. That is
shamarti can be singular for either gender, as can shamanu.

The third person plural form is also common (3cp) for both genders (shamru),
Mote the exact spelling and accent marks for each form.

The endings (suffixes) for the Qal perfect are as follows:

F jitg

A Y 1

l'I e 2




Creating Your Own Conjugations

To form the perfect conjugation from strong verbs, you can follow these rules:

1. Write out the three radicals (XXX for each place in the conjugation.
2. Add the endings to each.

3. Add the vowels / accents:

Consonantal endings cause a silent sheva under the preceding letter
Heavy consonantal endings (3mp, 2fp) cause propretonic reduction
Add the other vowels based on the 3ms theme pattern

Accent the 2nd consonant for 1cs, 2ms, and 1cp.

O O O 0O

Section Exercises
» Memorize the vocabulary at the top of the page. Note that the word 85 precedes
the verb to negate its meaning (e.q., fo shamar means "he did not guard™).
« Memorize the Qal perfect paradigm for shamar.

+ Conjugate and recite each of the verbs listed in the vocabulary at the top of the
page (use the same format I used with shamar in the Qal perfect paradigm).

¢ Create a flash card with the Qal Perfect paradigm. Note the rules for adding the
endings, vowels, and accents on the card.

+ Lookup some additional strong verbs in your Hebrew dictionary and make flash
cards for them. Write their standard definition and list their Qal perfect forms.

+« Translate (Psalm 758:10a):
DO N2 1Y RO

Additional Notes:

+ Be aware that the meaning of the perfect in Hebrew is more complex than the
simple past tense in English. For instance, depending on context, shamar might
mean "he guarded,” "he did guard,” "he has guarded,” "he had guarded,” etc.
Moreover, a perfect with a prefixed Vav is normally translated in the future tense
(more about this later).

+« Word order in Hebrew is normally: verb - subject - object.






